The Order of Service for the Ordination and Consecration of
The Reverend Matthew Davis Cowden
as a Bishop in the Church of God
and Bishop Coadjutor
for the Episcopal Diocese of West Virginia

March 12, 2022
Being the Feast of St. Gregory the Great
Wesley Chapel, Buckhannon, West Virginia

Preface to the Ordination Rites
The Holy Scriptures and ancient Christian writers make it clear
that from the apostles' time, there have been different
ministries within the Church. In particular, since the time of
the New Testament, three distinct orders of ordained ministers
have been characteristic of Christ's holy Catholic Church. First,
there is the order of bishops who carry on the apostolic work of
leading, supervising, and uniting the Church. Secondly,
associated with them are the presbyters, or ordained elders, in
subsequent times generally known as priests. Together with the
bishops, they take part in the governance of the Church, in the
carrying out of its missionary and pastoral work, and in the
preaching of the Word of God and administering his holy Sacraments. Thirdly, there are deacons
who assist bishops and priests in all of this work. It is also a special responsibility of deacons to
minister in Christ's name to the poor, the sick, the suffering, and the helpless.
The persons who are chosen and recognized by the Church as being called by God to the
ordained ministry are admitted to these sacred orders by solemn prayer and the laying on of
episcopal hands. It has been, and is, the intention and purpose of this Church to maintain and
continue these three orders; and for this purpose these services of ordination and consecration
are appointed. No persons are allowed to exercise the offices of bishop, priest, or deacon in this
Church unless they are so ordained, or have already received such ordination with the laying on
of hands by bishops who are themselves duly qualified to confer Holy Orders.
It is also recognized and affirmed that the threefold ministry is not the exclusive property of this
portion of Christ's catholic Church, but is a gift from God for the nurture of his people and the
proclamation of his Gospel everywhere. Accordingly, the manner of ordaining in this Church is
to be such as has been, and is, most generally recognized by Christian people as suitable for the
conferring of the sacred orders of bishop, priest, and deacon.
Book of Common Prayer, page 510

About Our Service Today
Welcome to this place of prayer!
We are grateful for the gracious hospitality of West Virginia Wesleyan College.
For the safety of all, the sake of conscience, and in order to comply with our Baptismal Promise
to “respect the dignity of all people,” please leave a face covering on at all times while inside of
Wesley Chapel or any other building on the premises of West Virginia Wesleyan College unless
otherwise noted.
Please help maintain the majesty and splendor of our worship by silencing your mobile phones.
As this is first and foremost a service of worship, flash photography is not appropriate.
Thank you!
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Preludes and Processionals
Organ Solo
Fantasia super: “Komm, heiliger Geist, Herre Gott”
William A. Murphy, Organ

Organ Solo

Prelude on Hyfrydol
Juan-Carlos Alarcon, Organ

Choral Anthem

Laudate Dominum
Dr. Carline Waugh, Soprano
Praise the Lord, all nations;
Praise Him, all people.
For He has bestowed
His mercy upon us,
And the truth of the Lord endures forever.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning, is now, and forever,
and for generations of generations.
Amen.

Organ Solo

Variations on “Simple Gifts”
William A. Murphy, Organ

Choral Introit

Jubilate Deo

J. S. Bach
(1685-1750)
James C. Kasen
(b. 1956)
W. A. Mozart
(1756-1791)

James A. Pethel
(b. 1936)
Benjamin Britten
(1913-1976)

O be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands:
Serve the Lord with gladness and come before His presence with a song.
Be ye sure that the Lord he is God:
It is he that hath made us and not we ourselves.
We are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving,
and into his courts with praise
Be thankful unto him, and speak good of his name.
For the Lord is gracious, his mercy is everlasting:
and his truth endureth from generation to generation.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
World without end, Amen.
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Processional Hymn

Christ is made the sure foundation
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Acclamation and Collect for Purity
The people standing, the Presiding Bishop says
Presiding Bishop
Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
People
His mercy endures for ever.
The Presiding Bishop then says

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Presentation
The bishops and people sit. Representatives of the diocese, both Priests and Lay Persons, standing before the Presiding Bishop,
present the bishop-elect, saying:

Michael, Bishop in the Church of God, the clergy and people of the Diocese of West Virginia,
trusting in the guidance of the Holy Spirit, have chosen Matthew Davis Cowden to be a bishop
and chief pastor. We therefore ask you to lay your hands upon him and in the power of the Holy
Spirit to consecrate him a bishop in the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.
The Testimonials and Declaration
The Presiding Bishop then directs that the testimonials of the
election be read.
Certificate of Election
The Testimonial of Elections
Evidence of Ordination to
the Diaconate & Priesthood
Consents of the Standing Committees
Consents of the Bishops
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When the reading of the testimonials is ended, the Presiding Bishop requires the following promise from the Bishop-elect

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, I, Matthew Davis Cowden,
chosen Bishop Coadjutor of the Church in West Virginia, solemnly declare that I do believe the
Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, and to contain all things
necessary to salvation; and I do solemnly engage to conform to the doctrine, discipline, and
worship of the Episcopal Church.
The Bishop-elect then signs the above Declaration in the sight of all present. The witnesses add their signatures.
All stand. The Presiding Bishop then says the following, or similar words, and asks the response of the people

Brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus, you have heard testimony given that Matthew Davis Cowden
has been duly and lawfully elected to be a bishop of the Church of God to serve in the Diocese of
West Virginia. You have been assured of his suitability and that the Church has approved him for
this sacred responsibility. Nevertheless, if any of you know any reason why we should not
proceed, let it now be made known.
If no objection is made, the Presiding Bishop continues
The People respond in these or other words
Presiding Bishop
The People respond in these or other words

Is it your will that we ordain Matthew a bishop?
That is our will.
Will you uphold Matthew as bishop?
We will.

The Presiding Bishop then says

The Scriptures tell us that our Savior Christ spent the whole night in prayer before he chose and
sent forth his twelve apostles. Likewise, the apostles prayed before they appointed Matthias to be
one of their number. Let us, therefore, follow their examples, and offer our prayers to Almighty
God before we ordain Matthew for the work to which we trust the Holy Spirit has called him.
The Litany for Ordinations
The people remain standing as they are able. The Cantor leads the people in the Litany
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The Litanist continues to chant the Litany of Ordination and the People respond as notated above.

For all members of your Church in their vocation and ministry, that they may serve you in a true
and godly life, we pray to you, O Lord.
People Lord, hear our prayer.
For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, and for all bishops, priests, and deacons, that they may be
filled with your love, may hunger for truth, and may thirst after righteousness, we pray to you, O
Lord.
People Lord, hear our prayer.
For Matthew, chosen bishop in your Church, we pray to you, O Lord.
People Lord, hear our prayer.
That he may faithfully fulfill the duties of this ministry, build up your Church, and glorify your
Name, we pray to you, O Lord.
People Lord, hear our prayer.
That by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit he may be sustained and encouraged to persevere to the
end, we pray to you, O Lord.
People Lord, hear our prayer.
For his family, that they may be adorned with all Christian virtues, we pray to you, O Lord.
People Lord, hear our prayer.
For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may cease and that all
may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you, O Lord.
People Lord, hear our prayer.
For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the Gospel to the ends of
the earth, we pray to you, O Lord.
People Lord, hear our prayer.
For those who do not yet believe, and for those who have lost their faith, that they may receive
the light of the Gospel, we pray to you, O Lord.
People Lord, hear our prayer.
For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among nations and
peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.
People Lord, hear our prayer.
For those in positions of public trust, especially Joseph our President, that they may serve justice
and promote the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.
People Lord, hear our prayer.
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For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of creation, that the world
may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we pray to you, O Lord.
People Lord, hear our prayer.
For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, and all who are
in danger; that they may be relieved and protected, we pray to you, O Lord.
People Lord, hear our prayer.
For ourselves; for the forgiveness of our sins, and for the grace of the Holy Spirit to amend our
lives, we pray to you, O Lord.
People Lord, hear our prayer.
For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose faith is known to you
alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place where there is no pain or grief, but
life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.
People Lord, hear our prayer.
Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the ever-Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Michael the Archangel,
Blessed John the Baptist, the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul, Saint Gregory and all the Saints, let
us commend ourselves, and one another

The Collects
Bishop The Lord be with you
People And also with you.
Bishop Let us pray.
O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole Church, that
wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working of your providence, carry out in
tranquility the plan of salvation; let the whole world see and know that things which were cast
down are being raised up, and things which had grown old are being made new, and that all
things are being brought to their perfection by him through whom all things were made, your
Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever.
People Amen.
Almighty and merciful God, you raised up Gregory of Rome to be a servant of the servants of
God, and inspired him to send missionaries to preach the Gospel to the English people: Preserve
your Church in the catholic and apostolic faith they taught, that your people, being fruitful in
every good work, may receive the crown of glory that never fades away; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
People Amen.
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The Ministry of the Word
The First Lesson
A Reading from the Book of Genesis.
Genesis 18:1-15
The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent
in the heat of the day. He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them,
he ran from the tent entrance to meet them, and bowed down to the ground. He said, ‘My lord,
if I find favour with you, do not pass by your servant. Let a little water be brought, and wash your
feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh
yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.’ So they said,
‘Do as you have said.’ And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, ‘Make ready
quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes.’ Abraham ran to the herd, and
took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. Then he took
curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by them
under the tree while they ate.
They said to him, ‘Where is your wife Sarah?’ And
he said, ‘There, in the tent.’ Then one said, ‘I will surely
return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall
have a son.’ And Sarah was listening at the tent entrance
behind him. Now Abraham and Sarah were old,
advanced in age; it had ceased to be with Sarah after the
manner of women. So Sarah laughed to herself, saying,
‘After I have grown old, and my husband is old, shall I
have pleasure?’ The Lord said to Abraham, ‘Why did
Sarah laugh, and say, “Shall I indeed bear a child, now
that I am old?” Is anything too wonderful for the Lord?
At the set time I will return to you, in due season, and
Sarah shall have a son.’ But Sarah denied, saying, ‘I did
not laugh’; for she was afraid. He said, ‘Oh yes, you did
laugh.’
The Hospitality of Abraham, sometimes called The
The Word of the Lord
Holy Trinity, by Andrei Rublev. Circa 1411.
Tretyakov Gallery, Moscow, Russia. Image in
People Thanks be to God.
the public domain.

The Psalm

Psalm 57
Setting by Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810-1876)

Presented by the Choir

Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful,
for I have taken refuge in you;
in the shadow of your wings will I take refuge
until this time of trouble has gone by.
I will call upon the Most High God,
the God who maintains my cause.
He will send from heaven and save me;
he will confound those who trample upon me;
God will send forth his love and his faithfulness.
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I lie in the midst of lions that devour the people;
their teeth are spears and arrows,
their tongue a sharp sword.
They have laid a net for my feet,
and I am bowed low;
they have dug a pit before me,
but have fallen into it themselves.
Exalt yourself above the heavens, O God,
and your glory over all the earth.
My heart is firmly fixed, O God, my heart is fixed;
I will sing and make melody.
Wake up, my spirit;
awake, lute and harp;
I myself will waken the dawn.
I will confess you among the peoples, O LORD;
I will sing praise to you among the nations.
For your loving-kindness is greater than the heavens,
and your faithfulness reaches to the clouds.
Exalt yourself above the heavens, O God,
and your glory over all the earth.
The Second Lesson
A Reading from the Epistle to the Hebrews.
Hebrews 5:1-10
Every high priest chosen from among mortals is put in charge of things pertaining to God
on their behalf, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. He is able to deal gently with the ignorant and
wayward, since he himself is subject to weakness; and because of this he must offer sacrifice for
his own sins as well as for those of the people. And one does not presume to take this honor, but
takes it only when called by God, just as Aaron was.
So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the
one who said to him,
‘You are my Son,
today I have begotten you’;
as he says also in another place,
‘You are a priest for ever,
according to the order of Melchizedek.’
In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and
tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent
submission. Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; and having
been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, having been
designated by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek.
The Word of the Lord
People Thanks be to God.
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Hymn before the Gospel

The Church’s one foundation
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The Gospel Lesson

Mark 10:42-45

Then, all standing, the Deacon reads the Gospel, first saying

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.
So Jesus called them and said to
them, ‘You know that among the
Gentiles those whom they recognize as
their rulers lord it over them, and
their great ones are tyrants over them.
But it is not so among you; but
whoever wishes to become great
among you must be your servant, and
whoever wishes to be first among you
must be slave of all. For the Son of
Man came not to be served but to
serve, and to give his life a ransom for
many.’
The Gospel of the Lord
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Exhortation to the Apostles (Recommandation aux apôtres) from
The Life of Our Lord Jesus Christ (La Vie de Notre-Seigneur JésusChrist) by James Tissot. Circa 1886-1896. Brooklyn Museum of
Art. Image in the public domain.

The Sermon
Hymn after the Sermon
Alternative arrangement

’Tis the gift to be simple, ’tis the gift to be free
Aaron Copland (1900-1990) arr. David L. Brunner (b. 1953)
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The Examination
All now sit, except the bishop-elect, who stands facing the bishops. The Presiding Bishop addresses the bishop-elect

My brother, the people have chosen you and have affirmed their trust in you by acclaiming your
election. A bishop in God's holy Church is called to be one with the apostles in proclaiming
Christ's resurrection and interpreting the Gospel, and to testify to Christ's sovereignty as Lord of
lords and King of kings.
You are called to guard the faith, unity, and discipline of the Church; to celebrate and to provide
for the administration of the sacraments of the New Covenant; to ordain priests and deacons and
to join in ordaining bishops; and to be in all things a faithful pastor and wholesome example for
the entire flock of Christ.
With your fellow bishops you will share in the leadership of the Church throughout the world.
Your heritage is the faith of patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and those of every
generation who have looked to God in hope. Your joy will be to follow him who came, not to be
served, but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.
Are you persuaded that God has called you to the office of bishop?
Answer
I am so persuaded.
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The following questions are then addressed to the bishop-elect by one or more of the other bishops
Bishop
Will you accept this call and fulfill this trust in obedience to Christ?
Answer
I will obey Christ, and will serve in his name.
Bishop
Answer
Bishop
Answer

Will you be faithful in prayer, and in the study of Holy Scripture, that you may have
the mind of Christ?
I will, for he is my help.
Will you boldly proclaim and interpret the Gospel of Christ, enlightening the minds
and stirring up the conscience of your people?
I will, in the power of the Spirit.

Answer

As a chief priest and pastor, will you encourage and support all baptized people in
their gifts and ministries, nourish them from the riches of God's grace, pray for them
without ceasing, and celebrate with them the sacraments of our redemption?
I will, in the name of Christ, the Shepherd and Bishop of our souls.

Bishop
Answer

Will you guard the faith, unity, and discipline of the Church?
I will, for the love of God.

Bishop

Will you share with your fellow bishops in the government of the whole Church;
will you sustain your fellow presbyters and take counsel with them; will you guide
and strengthen the deacons and all others who minister in the Church?
I will, by the grace given me.

Bishop

Answer
Bishop
Answer

Will you be merciful to all, show compassion to the poor and strangers, and defend
those who have no helper?
I will, for the sake of Christ Jesus.

The Profession of Faith by the Nicene Creed
All stand. The Presiding Bishop then says

Matthew, through these promises you have committed yourself to God, to serve his Church in
the office of bishop. We therefore call upon you, chosen to be a guardian of the Church's faith,
to lead us in confessing that faith.
Bishop-elect

We believe in one God.
Then all sing or say together

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
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of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Consecration of the Bishop
All continue to stand, except the bishop-elect, who kneels before the Presiding Bishop.
The other bishops stand to the right and left of the Presiding Bishop.

Consecration Hymn

Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire
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A period of silent prayer follows, the people still standing. The Presiding Bishop then begins this Prayer of Consecration

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Father of mercies and God of all comfort, dwelling on
high but having regard for the lowly, knowing all things before they come to pass: We give you
thanks that from the beginning you have gathered and prepared a people to be heirs of the
covenant of Abraham, and have raised up prophets, kings, and priests, never leaving your temple
untended. We praise you also that from the creation you have graciously accepted the ministry of
those whom you have chosen.
The Presiding Bishop and other Bishops now lay their hands upon the head of the bishop-elect, and say together

Therefore, Father, make Matthew a bishop in your Church. Pour out upon him the power of
your princely Spirit, whom you bestowed upon your beloved Son Jesus Christ, with whom he
endowed the apostles, and by whom your Church is built up in every place, to the glory and
unceasing praise of your Name.
The Presiding Bishop continues

To you, O Father, all hearts are open; fill, we pray, the heart of this your servant whom you have
chosen to be a bishop in your Church, with such love of you and of all the people, that he may
feed and tend the flock of Christ, and exercise without reproach the high priesthood to which
you have called him, serving before you day and night in the ministry of reconciliation, declaring
pardon in your Name, offering the holy gifts, and wisely overseeing the life and work of the
Church. In all things may he present before you the acceptable offering of a pure, and gentle, and
holy life; through Jesus Christ your Son, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and
power and glory in the Church, now and for ever.
The People in a loud voice respond Amen!
The Vesting and Presentation of Gifts for the New Bishop
The new bishop is now vested according to the order of bishops.
The Crozier is then presented by the Rt. Rev. W. Michie Klusmeyer with these words

As Bishop of the Diocese of West Virginia, I give into your hands this pastoral staff, and invite
you to share in the ministry that has been entrusted to the episcopate. May Christ the good
Shepherd uphold you and sustain you as you carry it in his name. Amen.
A Bible is presented with these words

Receive the Holy Scriptures. Feed the flock of Christ committed to your charge, guard and
defend them in his truth, and be a faithful steward of his holy Word and Sacraments.
The Presiding Bishop presents to the people their new bishop.
The Clergy and People offer their acclamation and applause.

The Peace
The new Bishop then says

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.
The Peace is then exchanged. As you greet those around you in the name of the Lord please refrain from physical touch to
ensure proper social distancing for all members of the congregation. Thank you.

Announcements
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The Celebration of the Holy Eucharist

The Offertory
Today’s Offering will go to the newly established grant program Joy In Connections.

The Offertory Anthem

presented by the Choir
The Call
Alexander Brent Smith (1889-1950), text by George Herbert
Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life:
such a Way as gives us breath;
such a Truth as ends all strife;
such a Life as killeth death!
Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength:
such a light as shows a feast;
such a feast s mends in length;
such a strength as makes his guest.
Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart:
such a joy as none can move;
such a love as none can part;
such a heart as joys in love.

Offertory Hymn

Come, thou fount of every blessing
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The Prayer of the Eucharist

Eucharistic Prayer B

Please stand

The Celebrant Continues

It is right, and a good and joyful thing,
always and every-where to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth,
through the great shepherd of your flock, Jesus Christ our Lord;
who after his resurrection sent forth his apostles
to preach the Gospel and to teach all nations;
and promised to be with them always,
even to the end of the ages.
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Therefore we praise you,
joining our voices with Angels and Archangels
and with all the company of heaven,
who for ever sing this hymn
to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Celebrant and People
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The people remain standing. Then the Celebrant continues

We give thanks to you, O God,
for the goodness and love
which you have made known to us in creation;
in the calling of Israel to be your people;
in your Word spoken through the prophets;
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son.
For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you.
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth,
out of sin into righteousness,
out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
"Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine;
and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
"Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."
Celebrant and People

The Celebrant continues

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all;
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts
that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ
and his Blood of the new Covenant.
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him,
being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.
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In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ,
and bring us to that heavenly country where,
with ever-Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Michael the Archangel, Blessed John the Baptist,
the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul, Saint Gregory and all the Saints
we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
the firstborn of all creation,
the head of the Church,
and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father,
now and for ever.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Celebrant and People together

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Fraction
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept, then is sung

The Celebrant then presents the Sacrament to the People with these or similar words
Celebrant
The gifts of God for the People of God!

Directions for Receiving the Holy Sacrament
All baptized Christians, regardless of age or denominational tradition, are invited and welcome to
receive the Blessed Sacrament. Everyone, regardless of faith, is welcome to come forward to
receive a blessing — simply cross your arms in front of you as you approach the clergyperson
distributing the Sacrament.
Gluten free wafers are available at the announced station to those who request them.
Due to COVID protocols, the Sacrament will be distributed in one kind.
Please follow the direction of the ushers for receiving at the appropriate Communion Station.
Communion Anthems
Holy Manna

presented by the choir
Southern Harmony arr. John Carter
Brethren we have met to worship, And adore the Lord our God,
Will you pray with all your power, While we try to preach the Word.
All is vain unless the Spirit of the Holy One come down;
Brethren, pray, and holy manna will be showered all around.
Brethren, will you join and help us, will you help the lost to win?
Will you help the trembling mourners, Who are struggling hard with sin?
Tell them all about the Savior, Tell them that He will be found.
Brethren, pray, and holy manna will be showered all around.
Let us love our God supremely, Let us love each other too;
Let us love and pray for sinners, Till our God makes all things new.
Then He’ll call us home to heaven, At His table we’ll sit down.
Christ will come Himself and serve us with sweet manna all around.
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In the mornin’

by Charles Ives (1874-1954) Anonymous text
Dr. Carline Waugh, soprano
In the mornin’ when I rise, In the mornin’ when I rise,
In the mornin’ when I rise, Give me Jesus!
Give me Jesus!
You can have all the world, but Give me Jesus!
‘Twixt the cradle and the grave, ‘Twixt the cradle and the grave,
‘Twixt the cradle and the grave, Give me Jesus!
Give me Jesus!
You can have all the world, but Give me Jesus!

Communion Hymn

sung by all

When Jesus gathered with his friends

Choral Anthem
Ave Verum

presented by the choir
Edward Elgar (1857-1934)
Thirteenth century Eucharistic devotion
Hail, true body
born of the Virgin Mary,
Who truly suffered, sacrificed
on the Cross for man,
Whose pierced side overflowed
with water and blood,
Be for us a foretaste
In the test of death.
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Communion Hymn

sung by all

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart

The Prayer After Communion
Bishop Let us pray.
Bishop and People together

Almighty Father, we thank you for feeding
us with the holy food of the Body and
Blood of your Son, and for uniting us
through him in the fellowship of your
Holy Spirit. We thank you for raising up
among us faithful servants for the ministry
of your Word and Sacraments. We pray
that Matthew may be to us an effective
example in word and action, in love and
patience, and in holiness of life. Grant
that we, with him, may serve you now,
and always rejoice in your glory; through
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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The Episcopal Blessing
The new Bishop blesses the people, first singing

The blessing, mercy, and grace of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be
upon you, and remain with you for ever.
Then the people sing

Recessional

Toccata from Symphony No. 5

The Dismissal
A Deacon dismisses the people

Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
People Thanks be to God.
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Charles-Marie Widor
(1844-1937)

Participants in the Liturgy Today
Presiding Bishop & Chief Consecrator
The Most Reverend Michael B. Curry,
Presiding Bishop & Primate of The Episcopal Church
Co-consecrating Bishops
The Rt. Rev. W. Michie Klusmeyer, Bishop of West Virginia
The Rt. Rev. Douglas Sparks, Bishop of Northern Indiana
The Rt. Rev. Susan Haynes, Bishop of Southern Virginia
The Rt. Rev. Ed Little, Bishop of Northern Indiana (Retired)
The Rt. Rev. Susan Goff, Bishop Suffragan of Virginia
The Rt. Rev. Matthew L. Riegel, Bishop of the West Virginia - Western Maryland Synod ELCA
Bishop-elect
The Reverend Matthew Davis Cowden
Chaplains
The Reverend Canon E. Mark Stevenson, Chaplain to the Presiding Bishop
The Rev. Deacon Joseph Lutz, Chaplain to Bishop of West Virginia
The Rev. Deacon Gregory Pennington, Chaplain to the Bishop Coadjutor-elect
Registrar
The Reverend Molly F. James, Ph.D., Deputy Executive Officer of General Convention
Presenters of the Bishop-elect
The Rev. Marjorie Bevans
Mr. Jeff Fedan
The Rev. Canon Stan Holmes
Mr. Tim McLaughlin

The Rev. Michelle Boomgaard
Ms. Linda Comins
Mrs. Vicki Iber
The Rev. Canon SuzeAnne Silla

Mrs. Marti Steiner Unger
The Rev. John Valentine
Ms. Lynne Switalski
Pastor Tim Knauff

Readers of Testimonials
of the Certificate of Election, Mr. John Canfield, Secretary of Diocesan Convention
of the Testimonial of Election, Ms. Karen Klein, Chancellor
of the Evidence of Ordination, the Rev. Deacon Al Prichard, Chair, Search Committee
of the Consents of the Standing Committees, Mrs. Monika Jaensson, President, Standing Com.
of the Consents of the Bishops, the Rt. Rev. Sean W. Rowe, Diocese of Northwestern PA
Cantors
The Very Rev. Brian Grantz

Mrs. Meghan Cowden Jones

Deacons of the Mass
The Rev. Deacon Nancy Martin

The Rev. Deacon Al Prichard

Lectors
from the Old Testament, Mrs. Shery Roussarie
from the New Testament, Mrs. Kathy Fedan
Preacher
The Rt. Rev. Ed Little
Vergers
Mr. Chuck Andrus

Mr. Jay Elmquist
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Acolytes
Dr. Jim Shaver
Mr. Robert Acciavatti
Miss Emma Slater
Mrs. Klara Kovacs

Mr. Benjamin Slater
Dr. John Beall
Miss Katherine Dyer

Mr. Huw Staffel
Ms. Cary Johnson
Mr. Christian Dyer

Mr. David Johnston
Ms. Linda Yost
Mr. Nathan Thomas

Assistant for the Bishop-elect’s Kneeler
Ms. Sharon Fiorella-Teves
Oblation Bearers
Jefferson, Cerese, & William Taylor
Assisting with the Distribution of the Blessed Sacrament
The Rev. Elizabeth Walker
The Rev. Pamela Shier

The Rev. Adeeb Khalil

Master of Ceremonies
The Rev. Joshua Saxe
Deputy Masters of Ceremonies
The Rev. Canon Chad Slater
The Rev. Michelle Boomgaard

The Rev. John Unger

The Rev. Jordan Trumble

Choirmaster
Dr. David Castleberry
Organists
Mr. William Murphy

Mr. Juan-Carlos Alarcon

Musicians
Violinist -- Ms. Chloe Sergent
Bagpipes -- Mrs. Maggie Mainland

Trumpet -- Dr. Mac Cowden
Drums -- Dr. Tim Mainland

Head Ushers
Mr. Tom Gilpin

Mrs. Susan Gilpin

Consecration Altar Guild
Mrs. Hollie Mitchell, Directress

Mrs. Rebecca Sinclair

Mrs. Donna Glass

The “Almost Heavenly” Choir
Our ensemble choir is composed of talented members from around the Diocese of West Virginia, to
whom we give special thanks.
Consecration Planning & Transition Committee
Mrs. Kelly McGhee, Chair
Mr. John McGhee
Mrs. Cheryl Harshman
Mr. David Haden
Mr. Jeff Fedan
Mr. Michael Johnson
Mr. Nicholas Reynolds
Mrs. Vicki Iber
The Rev. Canon Stan Holmes

Mr. Bradley Cole
The Rev. John Valentine
The Rev. Michelle Boomgaard
Mrs. Mary Green

Standing Committee for the Diocese of West Virginia
Mrs. Monika Jaennson, President
The Rev. Susan Claytor, Secretary
The Very Rev. Kim Webster
The Rev. Jordan Trumble
The Rev. Josh Saxe
Mr. Chuck Andrus
Mr. Philip Steptoe
Ms. Barbara Hinkle
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Diocesan Council for the Diocese of West Virginia
The Very Rev. Robert Shives
Mr. Kenneth Fanelli
The Very Rev. Kim Webster
Mr. Denny Trader
Dr. James Shaver
The Very Rev. Nancy Woodworth-Hill
Mrs. Debbie Cooey
The Very Rev. Marjorie Bevans
Mrs. Connie Dale
Mrs. Debbie Ventura
Mr. Chuck Andrus
Trustees of the Diocese of West Virginia
Mr. David Haden, Head Trustee
Mr. John R. McGhee

Mr. Thomas Gilpin
Mr. Gat Caperton

Mr. David Kersey

Other Officers of the Diocese of West Virginia
Mr. Thomas C. Farnsworth, Treasurer
Ms. Karen Klein, Chancellor
Mr. John Canfield, Vice-Chancellor
Mr. Lee Javins, Vice-Chancellor
The Vesting and Presentation of Gifts for the New Bishop
Cincture
presented by Joshua Cowden
Dalmatic
presented by Alex Jones
Pectoral Cross & Cord
presented by Chris Dunlap & Mac Cowden
Stole
presented by Melissa Cowden
Cope
presented by Nicholas Cowden & Matteo Mangialetti
Signet Ring
presented by the Rt. Rev. Doug Sparks
Zuchetto
presented by Dr. Marvin Curtis
Rosary
presented by Mark DiCowden
Rochet & Chimere
presented by Sawyer & Conner DiCowden
Chasuble
presented and by The Rev. Jordan Trumble
White Mitre
presented by Johnny McGhee
Amethyst Ring
presented by Marie DiCowden
Chalice & Paten
presented by the Rev. Andrew Tomonto and Adam Dziedzic
Mitre
presented by the Rev. Canon SuzeAnne Silla
Vestments given by the Diocese of West Virginia
Stole, Chasuble, Mitre, and Cope all designed and created by Nicholas Cowden and Juliet Hemingray.
A gift from the parish of St. Michael’s, South Bend, Indiana:
A Pectoral Cross designed by Mac Cowden.
A gift from the Diocese of Northern Indiana:
An Episcopal Ring designed by Bill Martin.
From an Anonymous Donor:
A Crozier hand carved by Paul Nixon.
From Marie DiCowden
An Amethyst Ring
From Melissa Cowden and the Bishop Coadjutor elect’s nieces and nephews
A Chalice & Paten in Celtic design
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About the Vestments Presented Today
The Alb, the long white garment which is already being worn, is the
garment that all the baptized receive at their baptism, and it is a
reminder that we are all, in our baptisms, first Children of God and coheirs with Christ, in whom we all share in Christ’s royal priesthood.
The Stole is worn by bishops, priests and deacons when officiating at the
Eucharist or other sacramental celebrations. The stole is linked to the
towel used by Christ in washing the feet of his disciples and is a fitting
symbol of the yoke of Christ, the yoke of service.
The Chasuble is the outermost vestment in an oval or circular shape covering the other vestments worn
by bishops and priests during the celebration of the Eucharist. The original Latin name of the chasuble,
casula, or “little house,” reminds us of the universality of the Eucharist as Christ’s eternal wedding feast
for all in the household of God.
The Mitre is perhaps the most distinctive symbol of the bishop. The shape of the mitre is reminiscent of
the tongues of fire that rested on the heads of the Apostles gathered in the Upper Room on the Day of
Pentecost. Attached to the back of the mitre are two strips of cloth, called fanons, which are symbolic of
the spirit and authority of the Old and New Testaments. The mitre is a reminder of a bishop’s apostolic
authority and ministry of “proclaiming Christ’s resurrection and interpreting the Gospel” to the Church
and to the world.
The Cope is a long mantle or cloak, open in the front and fastened with a band or clasp across the chest.
From the Latin capa, meaning cape, it may be worn by any rank of the clergy on festival occasions.
The Rochet and Chimere are worn by bishops as “choir dress” in non-Eucharistic liturgies such as the
Daily Office or in a diocese where a cope and mitre are not preferred. “Choir dress” is traditionally worn
by clergy in public prayer when they are not part of the altar party and are seated in the choir.
A Pectoral Cross is exclusively worn by bishops as a symbol of their office both to the Church and the
world, but also as a reminder of the daily duty they now carry.
The Episcopal Ring has been used a sign of office since the Middle Ages. Like a wedding ring, an
Episcopal Ring is a symbol of the bishop's faithfulness to God and the Church. The ring is used as an
official seal on documents that call for the bishop to affix a seal in wax. Each visiting bishop impressed a
wax seal on the bishop’s ordination certificate before the liturgy began.
The Crozier is another distinctive sign of office. It is a staff with a curved
or hooked top similar in appearance to a traditional shepherd’s staff. It is
an object that is not only symbolic of the bishop’s role as Chief Shepherd
or Pastor, but also of the governing office of the bishop; thus it is a
symbol of mercy and compassion, but also of firmness and the correction
of vices. Hand carved by Paul Nixon.
The Amethyst Ring is another symbol of episcopacy with ancient origins.
The purple color of the stone reflects the traditional color of the office.
The Chalice & Paten is often given at ordinations to the priesthood and
the episcopacy as a symbol of the sacramental nature of the office.
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St. Gregory the Great
Gregory was born into a patrician family about 540, and
became Prefect of Rome in 573. Shortly thereafter he retired to a
monastic life in a community which he founded in his ancestral
home on the Coelian Hill. Pope Pelagius II made him Ambassador
to Constantinople in 579, where he learned much about the larger
affairs of the church. Not long after his return home, Pope Pelagius
died of the plague, and in 590, Gregory was elected as his successor.
Gregory wrote eloquently about the demands of the pastoral
office and the dangers of seeking it too rashly. He said: “Those who
aspire to the priesthood usually delude themselves into thinking that
they are seeking it out of a desire to perform good works, although
this actually stems from pride and a desire to accomplish great
things. Thus one thing takes place in their conscious mind, but
another motive is hidden secretly within. For the mind frequently
lies to itself about itself, pretending that it loves the good work
I. Illumination
when it does not, and that it does not care for worldly glory when in Miniature of Pope Gregory
on parchment, 12th Century. From the
fact it does. The mind often has appropriate trepidation about
collection at Bibliothèque Marceline
seeking office, but once a leadership position has been secured, it Desbordes-Valmore, Douai, France.
assumes that it has achieved what it rightly deserved. When it begins Image in the public domain.
to enjoy its newfound superiority, it quickly forgets all of the
spiritual thoughts that it once had. Therefore, when thoughts begin to stray, it is good to direct them
back to the past, and for a person to consider how he behaved while still under authority. In this way he
will judge himself more accurately, for no one can learn humility in a position of leadership who did not
learn it when he was in a position of subjection. No one will know how to flee from praise when it
abounds if he secretly yearned for praise when it was absent. Therefore, let each person judge his own
character on the basis of his past life so that the fantasy of his thoughts will not deceive him.”
Gregory’s pontificate was one of strenuous activity. He organized the defense of Rome against the
attacks of the Lombards and fed its populace from papal granaries in Sicily. In this, as in other matters,
he administered “the patrimony of St. Peter” with energy and efficiency. His ordering of the church’s
liturgy and chant has molded the spirituality of Western Christianity until the present day. His writings
provided succeeding generations with a number of influential texts, especially his Pastoral Care, which
remains to this day a classic text on the work of Christian ministry. Gregory understood well the
intricacies of the human heart, and the ease with which growth in holiness may be compromised by selfdeception. He wrote: “The pastor must understand that vices commonly masquerade as virtues. The
person who is not generous claims to be frugal, while the one who is a prodigal describes himself as
generous. Inordinate laxity pretends to be kindness, and unbridled anger passes for being spiritual zeal.
Rashness is called efficiency, and laziness pretends to be deliberation. Thus, it is necessary that the
director of souls discern between vices and virtues with great care.”
In the midst of all his cares and duties, Gregory prepared and fostered the evangelizing mission to
the Anglo-Saxons under Augustine and other monks from his own monastery. For this reason, the
English historian Bede justly called Gregory “The Apostle of the English.” Gregory died on March 12th,
604, and was buried in Saint Peter’s Basilica. His life was a true witness to the title he assumed for his
office: “Servant of the servants of God.”
From Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2018
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Today’s Offering will go to the newly established grant program Joy In Connections
The pandemic has challenged and reshaped the Church and the world. Even while we must grieve all
that we have lost in the last two years, we have cause to rejoice in new opportunities. We have been
called to reimagine how we connect, how we communicate, and how we share the joy of the Gospel
of Jesus Christ. Today’s collection will fund a new ministry to provide diocesan grants that will
support new initiatives or enhancements to foster online connections or creative evangelism that
shares the Gospel beyond the walls of the church. This collection is for the Joy we have in sharing the
Gospel in new ways, Joy in strengthening our connections, and Joy reimagining the Church in West
Virginia in the 21st Century. More information about these grant opportunities and how to apply
will be coming this Spring.
The Altar Flowers are given for the greater glory of God and in thanksgiving
for the Mission and Ministry of the Diocese of West Virginia by the congregations of
St. Paul’s, Weston, & Transfiguration, Buckhannon.
Dearly Beloved Friends and Family in Christ Jesus,
Thank you for your prayers, planning, participation, and presence in blessing me and in
celebrating this exciting day in the life of the Diocese of West Virginia. My heart is full and
overflowing with love, joy, and gratitude.
Thank you, my dear friends and family, from near and far, who have traveled to be here
today. Thank you, my dear friends and family, who have tuned in on the livestream to watch
and pray during this time together.
I am especially grateful for all those who have given of their time, talent, and treasure to
create this celebration; those of you who have ministered before us in the liturgy and those who
have ministered behind the scenes. Thank you for offering your many gifts in planning and
participation.
Thank you, my new family and friends in the Diocese of West Virginia, for your warm
hospitality and making me feel right at home. I am so happy to be here! I look forward to our
ministry together for many years to come, for Christ and the Church.
Gratefully yours in Christ,
+Matthew
Licenses and Acknowledgments
Music reprinted and streamed with permission under the following:
ONE LICENSE, License No. A-740236. All rights reserved.
ASCAP under CCS License No. 14552. All rights reserved.
“Fantasia super: ‘Komm, heiliger Geist, Herre Gott’” by J. S. Bach
“Variations on ‘Simple Gifts’” by James A. Pethel
Music from the Hymnal 1982
“Psalm 57: Miserere mei, Deus” by Samuel Sebastian Wesley
“Ave Verum” by Edward Elgar

“Laudate Dominum” by W.A. Mozart
“Jubilate Deo: C Major” by Benjamin Britten
“Simple Gifts” by Aaron Copland, arrangement by David L. Brunner
“The Call” by Alexander Brent Smith
“Holy Manna” arrangement by John L. Carter

"Love Divine, All Loves Excelling" Arranged by James C. Kasen
Copyright © 2014 by JACKMAN MUSIC, All Rights Reserved
Purchase Sheet Music: https://bit.ly/Postludes5

Used by permission from the artist. All rights reserved.
“When Jesus Gathered with His Friends”
words by Henry George Randolph, Jr.

BMI under CCS License No. 14552. All rights reserved.
“In the Mornin’” by Charles Ives

Images used by the following permissions:
The West Virginia State Department of Tourism. All rights reserved.
Getty Images. Client No. 23167947. All rights reserved.
Image of Prayer Hill courtesy of the Rev. Jordan Trumble
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