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Assistant Bishop Begins Work in Diocese of West Virginia
By Linda S. Comins
The Rt. Rev. Mark Van Koevering has
been appointed Assistant Bishop of the
Diocese of West Virginia.
Bishop Klusmeyer asked the Standing
Committee for its consent to create the
canonical position in 2015. The Standing
Committee gave its consent unanimously. In October, Diocesan Convention approved the creation of the position, with
98 percent of delegates voting in favor of
the resolution.
Subsequently, Bishop Klusmeyer returned to the Standing Committee to seek
consent to appoint Bishop Van Koevering
as Assistant Bishop. The Standing Committee gave its unanimous approval to the
appointment.
Bishop Van Koevering was born in the
United States and served as a missionary
in Niassa, Mozambique. After discerning
a call to ministry, he trained in the United
Kingdom and was ordained as an Anglican priest in Wales.
In 2003, he was consecrated Bishop of
Niassa, where he served until resigning to
accept the appointment in West Virginia.
Under his 12-year episcopacy, the Anglican Diocese of Niassa nearly doubled in
size and began looking at creating new
dioceses.

His wife, Helen, who was ordained as
an Anglican priest in Wales in 2003, also
worked in missions and ministry in Niassa. The couple completed 28 years of lay
and ordained ministry in Mozambique.
The Van Koeverings are the parents of
three children, Matthew, Jake and Kylie.
The family has settled in Charleston.
Linda S. Comins is the Dayspring editor.

For more information
about the role
and function of an
Assistant Bishop,
see Bishop Klusmeyer’s
column on page 2

Majority of Primates Call for Temporary Episcopal Church Sanctions
Curry Says
Primates’ Statement
Will Be Painful
for Many
Episcopalians
By Matthew Davies
[Episcopal News Service — Canterbury, England] A majority of
Anglican primates Jan. 14 asked
that the Episcopal Church, for a
period of three years, “no longer
represent us on ecumenical and
interfaith bodies, should not be
appointed or elected to an internal standing committee and that
while participating in the internal bodies of the Anglican Communion, they will not take part
in decision making on any issues
pertaining to doctrine or polity.”

Expressing their unanimous desire to walk together, the primates said that their call comes
in response to the decision by
the Episcopal Church’s General
Convention last July to change
canonical language that defines
marriage as being between a man
and a woman (Resolution A036)
and authorize two new marriage
rites with language allowing
them to be used by same-sex or
opposite-sex couples (Resolution
A054).
An announcement posted on the
Primates 2016 meeting website
said that “the Primates agreed
how they would walk together in
the grace and love of Christ.”
“This agreement acknowledges
the significant distance that remains but confirms their unanimous commitment to walk to-

gether,” the announcement, which
includes the full text of the primates’ call, said. The announcement also said the agreement
“demonstrates the commitment
of all the Primates to continue the
life of the Communion with neither victor nor vanquished.”
Before the Jan. 14 vote, Episcopal Church Presiding Bishop Michael B. Curry told the primates
gathering in Canterbury, England,
that the statement calling for the
sanctions would be painful for
many in the Episcopal Church to
receive.
“Many of us have committed
ourselves and our church to being ‘a house of prayer for all
people,’ as the Bible says, when
all are truly welcome,” Curry said
in remarks he later made available to Episcopal News Service.

Diocesan Convention on pages 4-5

“Our commitment to be an inclusive church is not based on a social theory or capitulation to the
ways of the culture, but on our
belief that the outstretched arms
of Jesus on the cross are a sign of
the very love of God reaching out
to us all. While I understand that
many disagree with us, our decision regarding marriage is based
on the belief that the words of the
Apostle Paul to the Galatians are
true for the church today: All who
have been baptized into Christ
have put on Christ. There is no
longer Jew or Gentile, slave or
free, male or female, for all are
one in Christ.
“For so many who are committed
to following Jesus in the way of
love and being a church that lives
that love, this decision will bring
real pain,” he added. “For fellow

disciples of Jesus in our church
who are gay or lesbian, this will
bring more pain. For many who
have felt and been rejected by the
church because of who they are,
for many who have felt and been
rejected by families and communities, our church opening itself
in love was a sign of hope. And
this will add pain on top of pain.”
Curry told the primates that he
was in no sense comparing his
own pain to theirs, but “I stand
before you as your brother. I
stand before you as a descendant
of African slaves, stolen from
their native land, enslaved in a
bitter bondage, and then even after emancipation, segregated and
excluded in church and society.
And this conjures that up again,
and brings pain.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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The Bishop’s Column
asked their affirmation for calling
the Rt. Rev. Mark Van Koevering,
then Bishop of Niassa, Mozambique, to become the Assistant
Bishop. They unanimously approved.
Bishop Mark, his wife Helen,
and their children, Matthew, Jake
and Kylie, have now moved to
Charleston, and Bishop Mark has
begun his ministry among us.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
Over the past year, I have been
in conversation with various
groups within the Diocese about
the possibility of bringing another Bishop to the Diocese of West
Virginia. With Faith and Donald
retiring at the end of 2014, it provided an opportunity to rethink
the way we have staffed the Diocesan House. I could have just
replaced Donald and Faith with
two other persons, who continued
to do the same kinds of jobs that
they did, and were done before
them, and before them (with differences depending on the individual personalities).
But this seemed to be out of
“sync” with other thoughts that
have been going through my
head.
As someone reminded me, “If
the 1950s ever return, my parish
is ready for them.” We are often
prepared for where we have been,
and what we have done, rather
than where we want to go.
Thus, after some considerable
thought, I asked the Standing
Committee for their consent to
ask Diocesan Convention for the
creation of the position of Assistant Bishop. The Standing Committee gave its consent, and the
Convention gave its overwhelming approval for the position.
According to the Canons of The
Episcopal Church, I then returned
to the Standing Committee, and

Sanctions

As a bit of a refresher course
about Bishops in the Episcopal
Church, let me say a bit about the
Office of Bishops.
As St. Paul says, there are a variety of gifts but the same Spirit.
There are a variety of bishops, but
they are all bishops.
The Bishop Diocesan is the
Bishop who was elected by a
Diocesan Convention to serve as
the Chief Pastor of the Diocese.
Along with a variety of other
roles, he/she oversees the overall
life of the Diocese.
The Bishop Coadjutor is elected by a Diocesan Convention to
assist the Bishop Diocesan, until
the Diocesan retires, or leaves office. The Coadjutor then becomes
the Diocesan.
The Bishop Suffragan is elected
by a Diocesan Convention, and
serves under the direction of the
Bishop Diocesan, often serving
with a special targeted ministry
or ministries. He/she does not
normally become the Bishop Diocesan upon the departure of that
individual.
The Assistant Bishop is called
by the Bishop Diocesan to assist in various aspects of the life
of a Diocese. The Assistant also
makes regular Sunday Visitations, and works closely with the
Diocesan in specific areas of ministry. His position ends upon the
departure of the Diocesan.
In addition, there are “Interim Bishops,” “Assisting Bishops” and “Provisional Bishops.”
(Quite an array, isn’t it?) Each of
these have different functions and
responsibilities.

I have asked Bishop Mark to
join us in West Virginia, and to
work with me especially in the areas of Evangelism and Congregational Support/Development. His
background in these areas make
him well suited for this.
As his time here increases, we
will continue to work together to
make sure that his gifts are best
matched with the needs and desires of the Diocese.
I am grateful to the Standing
Committee and the Convention,
for their support. I am thankful
that the Van Koeverings have
chosen to move to West Virginia
and to take up this mantle. I am
thankful to the House of Bishops, who must still vote to confirm Bishop Mark in this position,
and I am most grateful to you all,
who called me to this wonderful
Diocese, with great people and a
strong and vibrant Spirit of God’s
Grace.
As the coming weeks unfold,
I am reminded that in some faith
traditions, this time following
Epiphany is referred to as “Ordinary Time.” For me, I see no
such thing as “ordinary time.”
All time is God’s, and it is hardly
“ordinary.” Rather this time is the
Season of Epiphany -- the manifestation of Christ in the World.
The spreading of the Gospel, the
witnessing of the love and presence of Christ in our lives, and in
the world.
May we use this time together,
to witness to the others, about the
love of Christ, and may we work
together for the spread of the
Kingdom.
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Statue Dedicated at St. Andrew’s Oak Hill

Our job, our responsibility...our
joy...is:
To know Christ and to make
Christ known.
God bless you.
Faithfully,
The Rt. Rev. W. Michie Klusmeyer
VII West Virginia

CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE

“The pain for many will be real.
But God is greater than anything.
I love Jesus and I love the church.
I am a Christian in the Anglican
way. And like you, as we have
said in this meeting, I am committed to ‘walking together’ with
you as fellow primates in the Anglican family.”
The primates’ statement also asks
Archbishop of Canterbury Justin
Welby to appoint a task group
“to maintain conversation among
ourselves with the intention of
restoration of relationship, the rebuilding of mutual trust, healing
the legacy of hurt, recognizing

the extent of our commonality,
and exploring our deep differences, ensuring they are held between us in the love and grace of
Christ.”
ENS learned from one archbishop
that on Jan. 13 the primates took
a vote that would have asked the
Episcopal Church to withdraw
voluntarily from the Anglican
Communion for a period of three
years. The vote failed by 15 to 20,
although such a withdrawal is not
in keeping with the processes of
provincial membership as outlined in the constitution of the
Anglican Consultative Council,

the Communion’s main policymaking body. The ACC is already
scheduled to meet April 8-20 in
Lusaka, Zambia.
Primates are the senior archbishops and presiding bishops elected
or appointed to lead each of the
38 autonomous provinces of the
Anglican Communion. They are
invited to the Primates Meetings
by the Archbishop of Canterbury
to consult on theological, social
and international issues.
Matthew Davies is an editor/
reporter for the Episcopal News
Service.

Photo by Melanie Dragan
A statue of St. Andrew is dedicated in the St. Andrew’s Memorial Garden at Oak Hill to honor the late Rev. Rick Rutledge.
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Our Bishops’ Reflections on the Actions
of the Anglican Primates: Three Responses
Episcopal Church Presiding
Bishop and Primate Michael
Curry issued a video statement
on Jan. 15 concerning the actions
of the Anglican Primates at the
meeting in Canterbury, England.
The following is the text of the
Presiding Bishop’s statement:

B

efore I say a word about our
gathering here at the Primates Meeting, I just want to say
a word of thank you to you for all
of your prayers: your prayers for
this meeting, your prayers for me
personally, both here and in my
earlier sickness. We are well, and

D

ear Brothers and Sisters:

In January the Primates of
the Anglican Communion gathered for a meeting. There was
hope and fear, and certainly an
undercurrent of anxiety throughout much of the Communion.
What would happen?
Rumors that some of the Primates
would not show up were running
around. Rumors that some of the
Primates would walk out of the
meeting were also being shared.
Some thought that if the Presiding
Bishop of the Episcopal Church
was present, some would boycott,
or attend a different meeting.
In the end, all of the Primates
come together. One-hundred percent of the Primates were present.
Our Presiding Bishop was the
“new kid on the block,” and got
to introduce himself around. If
you don’t know Presiding Bishop
Curry, I can tell you a few things:
First, he is an extrovert. He is energized by being with other people, and he loves to talk. Second,
he loves to talk about Jesus. He
knows Jesus, and he talks about
Jesus. He is excited about Jesus,

G

reetings to you all,

Bishop Klusmeyer has asked
me to share a few thoughts on the
recent decision of the Primates to
sanction The Episcopal Church
for “breaking with our common
teaching on matters of same-sex
marriage.” My 32 years overseas,
mostly in Africa, has opened my
eyes to the wonderful diversity of
the life we share in the Anglican
Communion. Although views on
the African continent (1 billion
people, in 54 nations, speaking
over 2,000 languages) are much
more nuanced than some would
have us believe, I think it is fair to
say that the vast majority of African Anglicans are deeply troubled
by both the innovations and the
manner in which they have been
adopted.
In this matter, Archbishop Jus-

God is God, and I thank you.

even for those with whom we
disagree, and then continue, and
that we will do, and we will do it
together.

This has been a disappointing
time for many, and there will be
heartache and pain for many, but
it’s important to remember that
we are still part of the Anglican
Communion. We are the Episcopal Church, and we are part of the

Jesus Movement, and that Movement goes on, and our work goes
on. And the truth is, it may be part
of our vocation to help the Communion and to help many others
to grow in a direction where we
can realize and live the love that
God has for all of us, and we can
one day be a Church and a Communion where all of God’s children are fully welcomed, where
this is truly a house of prayer
for all people. And maybe it’s a
part of our vocation to help that
to happen. And so we must claim
that high calling; claim the high
calling of love and faith; love

and is unafraid to share His love,
and to call Him by Name.
After several days of meeting,
the news came out that the Primates voted unanimously, to remain together. The Communion
would hold together, despite deep
differences concerning the doctrine of marriage.
However, with this commitment
to remain together, came the request (or requirement?) that The
Episcopal Church absent itself
from various aspects of the Communion. In particular, we were
‘told’ not to participate in ecumenical conversations, and that
within the Communion, we were
not to be involved in decision
making of doctrine and polity of
the Church.
What does this mean?
First, it means that God’s grace
is still sufficient.
Some of the fears and rumors
could have happened. Some of
the Primates could have absented
themselves, but they didn’t. Only
one Archbishop (from Uganda)
left the meeting early.
One of the fears/concerns/ru-

mors was that The Episcopal
Church would be “removed”
from the Communion, and replaced by a group commonly
known as ACNA (Anglican
Church in North America). This
did not happen. Some felt that
another group would leave, and
try to set up their own “Anglican
Communion” in Africa.
Again, none of these things happened.
Presiding Bishop Curry spoke
eloquently about why The Episcopal Church took the actions it
took, and spoke about the love
and all-inclusiveness of Jesus
Christ. He confirmed that we
did not take any actions at General Convention due to societal
pressures or changes, but rather
because of an understanding of
Christ’s unqualified love for all of
God’s people. He stated also, that
The Episcopal Church has been
on this track, and understanding,
for a long time, and this was a
natural and expected result.
Some of the Primates expressed
surprise, concern and perhaps
confusion about The Episcopal

Church’s actions.
In the end, we were asked to step
aside for three years, and not participate in certain aspects of the
life of the Communion.
Is this right? That depends on
which side of the argument/theology you stand.
Is it fair? Again, that depends.
What happens during the three
years?
First, I suppose that this gives
the Communion and the Primates
some time to breathe, and to have
more conversation. There is to be
a task force set up to foster conversation.
Second, it’s not the first time this
has happened, and quite honestly,
it shouldn’t really come as a complete surprise. Several years ago,
we were asked to step aside from
other Communion activities. That
time came and went, and we were
back in the middle of the Communion.
The Archbishop of Canterbury
has already announced the upcoming Lambeth Conference in
2020. This would take place after the three-year period is up,

so it would be expected that the
bishops of The Episcopal Church
would again be invited to the
Conference.
I know that within our Diocese,
there will be some who are happy
with this decision, some who feel
there could have been more done
to The Episcopal Church, and
some who will be saddened by
what has taken place.
I am also asking Bishop Mark,
our Assistant Bishop, who served
as Bishop of Niassa, Mozambique, to add his thoughts.
In this Diocese, as I have said in
the past, all persons of God will
be honored and welcomed into
our Church and into our congregations.
As the report is unpacked over
the coming days, I’m sure there
will be more to discuss.
God bless you, and we ask your
prayers for the Primates, the
Communion, myself and this
Diocese.

tin has demonstrated creative
leadership in his attempt to bring
the family representatives (the
Primates) back to the table for a
conversation. They reportedly
met in prayer despite the stringent
atmosphere and made a serious
effort to reach a common position. Although some might feel
chastened, the results could have
been much worse. For my part,
I feel more disappointed at how
so many, on both sides of this
issue, instantly retreat into rival
positions, spout defensive sound
bites, and expect “the other” to
change. In truth there seems little
possibility that we will all agree
any time soon. Perhaps then, it
would be more fruitful to look
for ways in which we can best
represent our Christian calling in
the midst of disagreement rather

than defend our respective position. Perhaps we all need to work
harder at being citizens of the
Kingdom of God.
I believe that the Anglican Communion is a significant sign of
God’s Kingdom to our world,
and that we should do everything
we can to maintain this witness.
When we lived in Mozambique
among some of the poorest people in the world (third worst in
the human development index),
one of the things that brought us
hope was the knowledge that we
were part of something more,
something bigger than our own
reality. It encouraged us to think
that even the voice of one of the
poorest people in the world could
be heard and respected because
we belonged to the Anglican
family. This willingness to listen

deeply to one other, especially the
stranger and the poor, to respect
each other with equal regard, and
in humility to acknowledge our
own limited perspective, gives
concrete evidence that God is
truly at work among us. Although
choosing to live in this vulnerable
tension may go against conventional wisdom, it offers a message
of hope that the world desperately
needs.
It seems to me that adopting this
attitude may be particularly difficult for us as Americans. We
are a confident people, proud of
our accomplishments and certain
of our ways. We believe that our
political, economic, and religious
structures are the best and all others should and will follow. Indeed,
there is much to admire, but not
all. The call of God, through Jesus

Christ, for us to live in a communion of communities challenges
us to follow as well as lead, to be
humble in spirit as well as confident in our position, to be weak so
that others might be strong. When
we live out these new covenantal
attitudes in communion, we make
visible the Good News of Jesus
Christ to the world. Maybe this is
the place we need to go? A place
to ponder, not so much the issue
of same-sex marriage, but our
willingness to take the risk of
hearing the “other” speak to us in
this wonderfully diverse Anglican
family that forms part of God’s
great transformational work.

Let me say a word about the
meeting.
This is not the outcome we expected, and while we are disappointed, it’s important to remember that the Anglican Communion
is really not a matter of structure
and organization. The Anglican
Communion is a network of relationships that have been built
on mission partnerships; relationships that are grounded in a
common faith; relationships in
companion diocese relationships;
relationships with parish to parish

across the world; relationships
that are profoundly committed to
serving and following the way of
Jesus of Nazareth by helping the
poorest of the poor, and helping
this world to be a place where no
child goes to bed hungry ever.
That’s what the Anglican Communion is, and that Communion
continues and moves forward.

We are part of the Jesus Movement, and the cause of God’s love
in this world can never stop and
will never be defeated.
God love you. God bless you.
And you keep the faith. And we
move forward.
The Most Rev. Michael Curry
Presiding Bishop and Primate

In Christ,
The Rt. Rev. W. Michie Klusmeyer
West Virginia

In the Peace of Christ,
The Rt. Rev. Mark Van Koevering
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2015 Diocesan Convention Explores ‘Awesome God! Awesome Church!’
By Linda S. Comins

Photo by Linda S. Comins
Acolytes participate in the procession for Evensong at Diocesan
Convention on Oct. 23.

“Whimsy and gravity
found in the arts
can nurture our faith
in deep ways.
When awe is missing
from our lives,
God might
be missing, too.”

Photo by Linda S. Comins
A portion of the 3,676 canned and boxed items of food donated
at Diocesan Convention is shown outside the meeting rooms.
The collected food was given to feeding programs in Bluefield,
Lewisburg and Oak Hill.

Delegates to the 138th Diocesan Convention gathered at Pipestem State Park
Oct. 23-25 to celebrate, reflect and act
upon the theme, “Awesome God! Awesome Church!”
Keynote speaker Marc Harshman, West
Virginia’s poet laureate and member of
St. Matthew’s, Wheeling, touched upon
the convention theme with a presentation
of poetry and reflection on the role of the
arts.
Defining awe as “reverential respect
mixed with fear or wonder,” the poet laureate said, “Whimsy and gravity found
in the arts can nurture our faith in deep
ways. When awe is missing from our
lives, God might be missing, too.”
As Harshman read selections of poetry, he observed, “Poetry helps you to
be a fuller, truer, whole being.” He commented, “All the arts can be tools for us,
sacred tools, to bring us closer to the awe
that can change us.”
In his convention address, Bishop Mike
Klusmeyer observed that the reimagining
of The Episcopal Church involves going
back to its roots. Citing examples of congregations in the diocese that reach out
to communities in service and worship,
he urged members of the Diocese “to be
the people who spread the Gospel with
faith, hope and love.”
Mentioning corporations that failed to
adapt to changing business climates, the
Bishop said, “We have to adapt to the
21st century. Change is difficult. Change
is hard. But it’s got to happen.”
Bishop Klusmeyer articulated his vision for the Diocese: “To know Christ
and to make Christ known.” To fulfill
that vision, he said, people of the Diocese have to be disciples who learn about
Christ and be apostles sent out to do the
work.
“We can transform this church, we can
reimagine The Episcopal Church and, I
believe, we can transform the world. You
and I can do it, by the grace of God,” the
Bishop declared.
Regarding the 2015 General Convention’s adoption of liturgies for same-sex
weddings, Bishop Klusmeyer announced
that same-sex couples in the diocese
may be married by priests, provided that
certain requirements are met. The new
policy took effect on the first Sunday of
Advent in 2015. The Bishop also said,
“In the next year, we will be convening
a diocesan-wide commission to study
marriage -- not same-sex marriage, but
marriage.”
The major action taken by Diocesan
Convention during its legislative session
was to approve a resolution, proposed
by the Standing Committee, to create a
position of assistant bishop. The resolution was passed, with 98 percent of delegates voting in favor of the proposal.

Photo by Linda S. Comins
Bishop Mike Klusmeyer celebrates Eucharist at Diocesan Convention on Oct. 25.
With him at the Altar are, from left, the Rev. Chad Slater, the Rev. Al Prichard and
the Rev. Marquita Hutchens.

Photo by Linda S. Comins
West Virginia Poet Laureate Marc Harshman delivers Diocesan Convention’s keynote address, sharing poetry and
discussing the role of the arts, on Oct. 24.

Williams in recognition of his
efforts to encourage churches
to observe a day of recovery
for those suffering from addiction. The bishop said of
Williams, “He is a man of
faith. He is a man of courage.”
Becki Krzywdik, convener
of Women’s Ministries, announced that Kathy Fedan
of Thomas a Becket Church,
Morgantown, and the late
Bess Smith of Christ Church,
Wellsburg, were the diocesan
nominees for “honored woman” recognition at the Episcopal Church Women’s 2015
triennial meeting.
The 2016 Diocesan Convention will be held at the
Waterfront Place Hotel in
Morgantown Oct. 28-29.
Linda S. Comins is the
Dayspring editor and a
delegate from St. Matthew’s, Wheeling.

Photo by Linda S. Comins
Illustrating the awesome power of God, a beautiful sunset unfolds over the mountains at Pipestem State
Park after Evensong during Diocesan Convention on Oct. 23.

Photo by Linda S. Comins
A large group of Diocesan Convention delegates and guests assemble to hear West Virginia Poet
Laureate Marc Harshman’s keynote address.
Photo by Linda S. Comins
During presentation of the Eucharistic gifts,
children take a wagon containing some of the
canned goods collected at Diocesan Convention for blessing at the altar.

Following the Convention’s action,
Bishop Klusmeyer, with the consent of
the Standing Committee, appointed the
Rt. Rev. Mark Van Koevering as assistant bishop.
Convention delegates also accepted
a diocesan budget of $1.8 million for
2016. The diocesan apportionment rate
for congregations has been reduced to 16
percent for 2016, down from the previous 17.5 percent paid annually.
Elected to the Standing Committee
were the Rev. Chad Slater, for a fouryear term, and the Rev. John Valentine,
one-year term. The Rev. Julie Murdoch
and Beth Marquart were elected to the
Constitution and Canons Committee
for three-year terms. The Rev. Cynthia
Byers Walter, Barbara Hinkle, Shirley
Milton, Cheryl Ryan Harshman and Carol Foose were elected to three-year terms
on the Sandscrest Board.

Thomas Gilpin was selected for a fiveyear term as a diocesan trustee. Convention ratified the election of the Rev. Richard Skaggs, Gary Frame, Linda Crocker
and Chuck Andrus as deanery representatives to Diocesan Council.
A Convention food drive yielded
3,676
canned
and
boxed

items of food for distribution to feeding
programs in Bluefield, Lewisburg and
Oak Hill. The congregation of St. Matthias, Grafton, won the contest for donating the most food per capita (33 cans)
based on average Sunday attendance.
Bishop Klusmeyer awarded the Bishop’s Shell to Huntington Mayor Steve

Photo by Linda S. Comins
A volunteer choir sings at the closing Eucharist of Diocesan Convention on Oct. 25.

Photo by Linda S. Comins
Photo by Linda S. Comins
Sandscrest Executive Director Sarah Lydick watches as her son, Charlie,
samples the dinner selections at Diocesan Convention on Oct. 23.

Photo by Linda S. Comins
Bishop Mike Klusmeyer preaches at the closing
Eucharist of Diocesan Convention on Oct. 25.

Brent Maynard of St. Timothy’s in the Valley, Hurricane, volunteers at the Elewana
Education Project booth during Diocesan Convention. Several representatives of
St. Timothy’s visited Kenya last summer to see the work of Elewana.
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News from the Deaneries
Northern Deanery
OLDE ST. JOHN’S, Colliers:
Thanksgiving baskets were filled
for 10 local families. A family of
five was chosen as the Christmas
family. The Episcopal Church
Women provided the family with
Christmas Day meals and extra supplies for their pantry; the
congregation filled Christmas
wishes and other needs for the
children. A Christmas Eve service was conducted by a beloved
past priest of Olde St. John’s, the
Rev. Dr. William Pugliese, who
is now retired.
TRINITY, Moundsville: The
women of the church sold Christmas cookies as a fundraiser;
proceeds benefitted numerous
outreach programs. The women
enjoyed a Christmas dinner at Alexander’s on Seventh. The annual congregational dinner and vestry election was held. The annual
pancake supper was planned.
Members of Trinity are joining
St. Matthew’s in Wheeling and
other churches for a Lenten program.
ST. LUKE’S, Wheeling: A free
ham dinner was prepared and
served to the community on
Christmas Day.
ST. MATTHEW’S, Wheeling:
A dedicatory concert for the
new Ogletree & Marshall Opus
Ten organ will be performed by
internationally famous organist
Cameron Carpenter on March
1. A surprise celebration was
held on Dec. 6 to honor the
Rev. Mark E. Seitz on his 20th
anniversary as rector. Organistchoirmaster Robert Troeger and
the parish choir presented choral
vespers for All Saints Day and
an Advent Procession of Lessons
and Carols. Mary Hanley

directed the children’s Christmas
play. The Christmas distribution
provided food boxes, clothing,
toys and gift cards for 52 Ohio
County families. Gifts also were
purchased for the Children’s
Home of Wheeling and donations
were made to a Shop with a Cop
program and the House of the
Carpenter’s Christmas project
for children. The Rev. Zach
Drennen visited to present an
update on the Elewana Education
Project in Kenya.

Ohio Valley Deanery
ST. PAUL’S, Sistersville: The
church took its turn as host for
a community Advent service,
which was a huge success. More
than twice the usual number of
worshippers from community
churches attended this service
and filled the small sanctuary
to capacity. Carolers from other
participating churches joined together as they walked through
town to the host church for a
service on Dec. 13, followed by
fellowship, hot chocolate and
cookies. St. Paul’s hosted the
Sistersville Ministerial Association meetings on Nov. 4 and Dec.
3. The congregation is now planning for Holy Week services with
other churches in the community.
ST. ANN’S, New Martinsville:
The “Wienie Wagon” had another successful season during the
Wetzel County Town and Country Days; all of the profits from
the sale of hot dogs and sauce are
donated to community programs.
The congregation is saddened
by the loss of longtime member
Dorreen Cain, a faithful director
of the Altar Guild, layreader and
chalice bearer, who died Oct. 14.
Two babies have been welcomed

to the parish family. A candlelight concert was presented on
Dec. 20 by Sean Maxwell, St.
Ann’s organist who is currently
studying at Musikhochschule in
Linz, Austria.
ST.
PAUL’S, Williamson:
The church reaches out to the
community in several ways. A
monthly service called “Sanctuary” has been offering the church
and community a quiet, contemplative candlelight service based
on Celtic worship; response
has been overwhelming. Other
community-minded
services
include Lessons and Carols on
the Fourth Sunday of Advent,
with participation from several
denominations in the community. A Thanksgiving dinner was
prepared and shared with more
than 50 people from the church
and neighborhood. Bishop Klusmeyer attended the annual homecoming service and dinner in
November and made his scheduled visitation on Jan. 10, when
Peggy Blackburn was received
into the church. A ministry with
backpacks for Southside Elementary School continues for the
third year.
TRINITY, Parkersburg: Lenten dinners are being planned.
The Episcopal Church Women’s
winter luncheon was held at the
Parkersburg Country Club. During the luncheon, Donna Gaston
and Sue Denes spoke of efforts
to build a school in West Africa. The November used book
sale raised $17,000 for outreach
programs and organizations. A
fundraiser for the Elewana Education Project was held on Nov.
12. New Advent altar hangings
and vestments were dedicated
in memory of Evelyn Frost and
Kerry Bowen.

Eastern Deanery

.Southwestern Deanery

ST. STEPHEN’S, Romney: As
a Halloween project, “trick or
treat” stations were set up for
students from the West Virginia
Schools for the Deaf and Blind.
For the church’s Christmas project, families in need were recommended by county elementary
schools and by the Schools for
the Deaf and Blind. The vestry
provided a complete food basket, with a turkey and all the
trimmings, for each of the eight
families recommended. Members from the small congregation
purchased three presents, two of
clothing and one of toys or other
age-appropriate
non-clothing
gifts, for each child. The 96 gifts
were delivered to 32 children
along with the eight food baskets just before Christmas. The
Christmas project has been carried out by St. Stephen’s for more
than two decades, but this was
the most ambitious effort.

ST. PETER’S, Huntington:
At Christmas time, members of
the visitation and card ministry
called upon four members of the
parish: cradle Episcopalians and
twin sisters Mary Leaberry and
Helen Lester and long-time parishioners Mary Kay Henderson and Mary Jane Wagers. The
youth Christmas play was a great
success. Fall activities included
a movie Sunday, a spaghetti-lasagna dinner and a vendor event.

Kanawha Deanery
ST. MATTHEW’S, Charleston: A Lenten series is planned,
with Bishop Mark Van Koevering and the Rev. Helen Van Koevering leading Wednesday evening sessions.
ST. MARK’S, St. Albans: An
Advent Festival of Nine Lessons
and Carols was offered on Dec.
13.
ST. JOHN’S, Charleston: A
Yuletide Madrigal Feast was presented Dec. 11-12. A social justice program on Oct. 26 featured
a video presentation, “Mission
and Advocacy to Support Refugees.”

New Southern Deanery
CHRIST CHURCH, Bluefield:
The Episcopal Church Men are
planning a Shrove Tuesday pancake supper. During a visitation
on Dec. 20, Bishop Mark Van
Koevering, the Diocese’s new assistant bishop, baptized Ramona
Parks and Nico Parks and confirmed Sheila Brooks, Kathy
Burge, Michelle Parks, Adam
Lowe and Frankie Wilkinson.
The church had a float with a nativity scene in Bluefield’s Christmas parade. Scarves, hats and
gloves knitted, crocheted and
purchased by members were distributed to food pantry friends on
Dec. 17.

Please send news from your congregations and high-resolution
photographs to Dayspring Editor Linda S. Comins by email at
lcomins7@gmail.com.

Episcopal Church Resources for Exploring a Holy Lent
Across the Episcopal Church are a number of devotional resources to help Episcopalians observe a holy Lent.

individuals focusing on Ash Wednesday and Lent. Submit your
photos to the Episcopal Church’s website.

Meditations on the theme of Go!
Daily reflections on a Scripture verse containing the word “Go!,”
prepared by many authors including Presiding Bishop Michael
Curry, other bishops, Episcopal Church staff and members of
United Thank Offering, Episcopal Migration Ministries, National
Association of Episcopal Schools and Episcopal Relief & Development, will be will be available on the Episcopal Church’s website and on Facebook.

House of Bishops offers Lenten meditations on ‘economic imagination’
This Lent, the theology committee of the House of Bishops invites the church to explore ways to recover and renew economic
imagination with a new resource, Repairing the Breach: Discipleship and Mission in a Global Economy.

Reflecting on racial reconciliation
Both the Episcopal Public Policy Network and the Episcopal
Church’s Young Adult and Campus Ministries are offering reflections on racial reconciliation for Lent.
Young Adult and Campus Ministries’ reflections
Episcopal Church-sponsored group offers daily “Journey to the

Cross” devotions
d365, a daily devotional site produced by Passport Inc. for young
people, is offering Lenten devotions online. The devotions have
five parts: pause, listen, think, pray and go. The devotions are
also available via Facebook, Twitter via @d365 and via an
iPhone app.
Sharing your experiences
Episcopalians are invited to share photos of congregations and

Produced in partnership with Forward Movement, Repairing
the Breach provides daily meditations and videos during the
season of Lent. The meditations move through a pattern of reading, watching, reflecting and praying, and each week of Lent is
devoted to a particular aspect of economic life. Visit repairingthebreach.forwardmovement.org to learn more and register to receive daily meditations.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Seitz Celebrates 20 Years

Photo by Linda S. Comins
The Rev. Mark E. Seitz receives a photo collage made by the
Sunday School children’s class for the celebration of his 20th
anniversary as rector of St. Matthew’s, Wheeling, on Dec. 6.
Parishioners also presented gifts to Fr. Seitz.

St. Christopher Making a Difference
on West Side of Charleston
St. Christopher Episcopal
Church’s after-school tutoring
and enrichment program is in its
fifth year.
In August, representatives of
the parish met with the principal
of Edgewood Elementary School
and established goals and expectations. The students started Oct.
6.
Nine students attend twice
weekly on Tuesday and Thursday. All students have academic
deficiencies and need tutoring in
reading or math. They all have
strengths as well. The tutors are
trying to enrich, develop and use
the students’ strengths to help
with overcoming their weak-

Participants assemble for St. Christopher Episcopal Church’s Mary C.
Snow After-School-Tutoring & Enrichment Program.

a prayer. Volunteers drive the
van, prepare the snacks, tutor or
provide any other means of support. Juanita Cook and Lauretha
Kellum are co-directors of the
program.

Diocesan Family News
Sara Gunter, minister for youth
and young adult ministries in the
Diocese, has accepted a call to
become the director of programming at St. Dorothy’s Rest, a
camp and conference center in
the Diocese of California. She
will be moving in the second
week of February.
Bishop Klusmeyer has asked
Jonathan McQuerrey to assist with youth and young adult
ministries in an interim position.
McQuerrey, a 2015 graduate of
Marshall University, has been a
longtime participant in diocesan
events and has been a counselor
at Peterkin for several years. He
will lead the events on the current youth calendar for the diocese and help with preparations
for summer camp at Peterkin.
The Rev. Paul Hicks has been
appointed full-time priest in
charge of Trinity, Parkersburg.
Bishop Klusmeyer ordained
Elizabeth Leigh Hadaway as a
deacon on Dec. 5 at Trinity,
Morgantown.
The Rev. Nancy Martin broke
her leg on Oct. 12.

Carlyle Farnsworth, former
trustee of the Diocese, a member
of the Sandscrest Foundation
board of directors and an active
member of Lawrencefield Parish Church, Wheeling, died on
Christmas Eve. A funeral service was held at Lawrencefield
on Dec. 28.

Mary Jane Wade, wife of the
Rev. Frank Wade and sister-inlaw of Jane Wade of Clarksburg, died on Dec. 13. A funeral
was held at St. Alban’s Church
in Washington, D.C., on Dec.
18.
Ruth Foose, longtime leader in
the Diocese and parishioner of
St. Matthew’s, Wheeling, died
on All Saints Day. She was a
former deputy to General Convention and served as chair of
the Committee to Certify Minutes at General Convention. In
the Diocese, she had served on
Standing Committee, secretary
of Diocesan Council, delegate
to Diocesan Convention, Sandscrest Foundation board of directors and former member and
clerk of St. Matthew’s vestry. A
funeral service was held at St.
Matthew’s on Nov. 6.
James R. “Jim” Anderson,
a leader in the Diocese and an
active member of St. Paul’s,
Weston, died on Oct. 21. He
served as junior warden, member of Diocesan Council and
Standing Committee, president
of the Episcopal Church Men in
the Diocese and delegate to Diocesan Convention. A memorial
Eucharist was celebrated at St.
Paul’s on Nov. 3.
Dorothy Skaggs, mother of the
Rev. Richard L. Skaggs of St.
Matthew’s, Wheeling, died on
Oct 18. A funeral service was
held in Bethesda, Ohio, on Oct. 21.
Rest eternal grant
to Thy servants,
O Lord.
And let light perpetual
shine upon them.

Members of St. Christopher Episcopal Church provide assistance
at Paul Lawrence Dunbar Neighborhood Center for Children on the
west side of Charleston.

nesses. Working with them oneon-one helps us discern these
strengths and weaknesses and
better meet their needs.
One of the strategies is repeated
reading from specialized reading material. It is a highly effective tool. However, it can only be
done one-on-one. The program
has five or six wonderful volunteers at each session, but could
use two or three more on a regular
basis to listen to the children read.
Four students returned from last
year. The tutors could see firsthand the amazing progress these
four students made within the
nurturing, one-on-one environment. The students rarely miss a
session and the parents seem to be
pleased.
Tutors pick up the students in
the church van, feed them a hearty
snack and start each session with

Throughout 2015 and into 2016,
members of St. Christopher provided weekend snack bags on
several occasions for 40 to 50
children at the Neighborhood
Center across from Mary C.
Snow Elementary School on the
west side of Charleston.
It is a joy to cook and provide
monthly dinners for the children
at the Neighborhood Center during the winter, spring and fall.
Many volunteers from St. Christopher help plan, cook, deliver
and visit with the children.
Monday night mentoring takes
place throughout winter and
spring with the Sisters to Sisters
program ongoing at the Neighborhood Center. Last year, several St. Christopher women worked
with groups of girls studying the
United States, Mexico and India.
The effort culminated with a tea

party at the Neighborhood Center
on a Saturday in May, with special food and costumes and explanations by the students of the
countries studied.
At a Neighborhood Center Christmas party, in St. Christopher provided the drinks and
cookies for the large crowd in
attendance. In addition, 39 new
winter coats collected and donated by St. Christopher parishioners
were given out to and happily received by the Neighborhood Center children so that each child had
a warm new coat for the winter.
Serving on the Neighborhood
Center ministry subcommittee
are Mike Anderson, Elaine Chiles
and Deborah Rodecker.
The Rev. Melissa Remington,
rector, said, “ All of these efforts
let the families and children of
Mary C. Snow Elementary and
Edgewood Elementary school
and community know that we
care about their future and are
happy to be a part of and serve
this valued community of the
west side of Charleston.”
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A First Christmas Pageant

The Heavens Declare
the Glory of God

Photo by Marti Hersom
The youth of Mount Zion in Hedgesville held their first Christmas pageant. The children acted
out the story of the birth of Jesus and the audience was invited to sing carols. Afterward, everyone was invited to the hall for cookies and milk. Mount Zion is blessed with growing and active
youth! Participating were Andi Hersom, Briana Nichols, Max Trotter, Ashlyn Trotter, Jadyn Clyde,
Lillian Trotter, Ariana Trotter, Sid Trotter, Kristin Nichols, Mikki Hersom, Zak Hersom, Braxton
Clyde and Liam Nichols. Marti Hersom is the youth group leader.

Photo by the Rev. John Valentine
In a sign from Heaven, a large rainbow arches over St. Paul's
in Weston.

Lenten Resources

CONTINUED FROM PAGE SIX

Episcopal Relief & Development’s Lenten meditations
Episcopal Relief & Development invites supporters to “Walk the Path of Lent” with this
year’s Lenten Meditations series, featuring reflections on spiritual practices written by the
organization’s staff, partners and friends from around the Episcopal Church and the Anglican
Communion. Digital versions of the booklets are available online at episcopalrelief.org/Lent,
and all are invited to sign up for daily email meditations.
Making a Lenten discipline of discussing racial equality
Trinity Institute and ChurchNext have teamed up to help Episcopalians go deeper with one
of the most pressing issues of our time. Based on Trinity Institute’s 2016 conference, Listen
for a Change: Sacred Conversations for Racial Justice, a complete Lenten curriculum is
being offered including these presenters: Presiding Bishop Michael Curry, Eduardo BonillaSilva, Kelly Brown Douglas, Jennifer Harvey and J. Kameron Carter. Each course is free
during Lent 2016.

Episcopal Diocese of WV
P.O. Box 5400
Charleston, WV 25361

Growing a rule of life with the Society of St. John Evangelist
The Society of St. John Evangelist and Virginia Theological Seminary have designed Growing a Rule of Life for individuals or small groups. It uses a tool from monastic spirituality called
a “rule of life” to explore and cultivate our relationships with God, self, others and creation.
Explore Lent through life in the West Bank and Gaza
The Rev. Diane Dulin has written a series of meditations for the Episcopal Peace Fellowship based on the lectionary readings for each of the six Sundays of Lent. These reflections
delve deeply into the occupied villages and besieged cities of the West Bank and the agony
of Gaza, and the struggle for equality, dignity and freedom on the part of Palestinians.
Protect the environment with a candlelit dinner during Lent
Anglicans and other Christians are being challenged to enjoy a candlelit dinner as part of
a series of challenges for a “carbon fast” during Lent. The initiative comes from the Anglican
Church of Southern Africa and is being supported by the Anglican Communion’s Environmental Network. The Carbon Fast for Lent crib sheet can be downloaded from the Green
Anglicans’ website.

