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2018 General Convention Explores ‘The Way of Love’

By Linda S. Comins
The Diocese of West Virginia’s
deputation to the 79th General
Convention joined other deputies
and bishops to share the love and
witness of the Jesus Movement to
the world.

mendations to the House of Deputies and the House of Bishops.
Marquart was vice chair of the
Evangelism and Church Planting Committee; Comins also was
a member of that committee. Fr.
Hicks was the Dispatch of Business Committee’s liaison to the
Evangelism and Church Planting
Committee.

Laity, priests, bishops and visitors throughout The Episcopal
Church assembled July 3-13 in
Austin, Texas, for the triennial
event. Legislative sessions, committee meetings and hearings,
discussions and worship were
on the daily agenda, interspersed
with prayer vigils, an Episcopal
revival and other forms of public
witness.

Klein served on Legislative
Committee 6, the Church in
Cuba; Fr. Valentine was on the
Church Pension Group Committee and Fr. Holmes was assigned
to the Committee on Environmental Stewardship and Care of
Creation.

Representing the Diocese of
West Virginia at General Convention were Bishop W. Michie
Klusmeyer, four clergy deputies,
four lay deputies and two alternates.
The clergy deputies were
the Revs. John Valentine, Stan
Holmes, Paul Hicks and Chad
Slater. The lay deputies were
Kelly McGhee, Beth Marquart,
Linda Comins and Karen Klein.
The Rev. Mark Seitz served as the
clergy alternate, while Phil Steptoe was the lay alternate.
Alexander Ward participated as
a member of the Official Youth
Presence at General Convention.
Also conducted in Austin during the same period were the tri-

Addressing the joint opening
session of the House of Deputies and the House of Bishops,
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry
reiterated his call for the Church
to be the Episcopal branch of the
Jesus Movement. “We must, in
our time, reclaim a Christianity
that actually looks like Jesus of
Nazareth,” he said.
Gathering around Bishop W. Michie Klusmeyer during a joint session of General Convention in the House of
Deputies are, from left, Kelly McGhee, Karen Klein and the Rev. John Valentine, deputies; Alexander Ward,
youth representative; the Rev. Stan Holmes, deputy; the Rev. Mark Seitz, alternate; Beth Marquart, deputy;
Philip Steptoe, alternate; Linda Comins and the Rev. Paul Hicks, deputies.

ennial meetings of the Episcopal
Church Women and the National
Altar Guild Association. Becky
Szabo and Becki Krzywdik at-

He described the Jesus Movement as being loving, liberating
and life-giving.
CONTINUED PAGE 5

tended the ECW triennial. Szabo
presented the diocese’s United
Thank Offering collection at the
UTO in-gathering during General
Convention.
In addition, two other West Virginians had roles at General Convention. The Rev. Pamela Shier
represented the Compass Rose
Society, while Debbie Ventura
assisted at the Church Periodical
Club’s booth.
Visitors from the diocese included Marsha Klusmeyer, Bertha Valentine, Jennifer Slater,
Lynne Steptoe, Steve Szabo and
Jack Krzywdik.

Photo by Linda S. Comins
Official Youth Presence member Alexander Ward, Bishop W. Michie
Klusmeyer and deputy Kelly McGhee pose for a photo prior to a TEConversation in the House of Deputies.

Peterkin Camp on page 3

During General Convention,
Bishop Klusmeyer served on
the Church-wide Leadership
Committee. Six deputies were
appointed to committees, which
brought together deputies and
bishops to craft resolutions, conduct hearings and make recom-

Photo by Linda S. Comins
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry and the Rev. Canon Stephanie Spellers join in the joyous singing of hymns during the Episcopal Revival at
the Palmer Event Center, Austin, on July 7.

More about General Convention on page 5
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The Bishop’s Column
clergy of the Diocese. The meeting was centered on new policies
and procedures around conduct
(and misconduct) of clergy. The
talk was around open door policies, windows in doors, people in
the building, children in groups
… and the list went on.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in
Christ,
I write this, as the hearings are
taking place in Washington, D.C.,
regarding the possible appointment of the next Justice of the
Supreme Court, and while the
Roman Catholic Church continues to struggle with revelations
and allegations of abuse in various forms.

It was clear that the clergy of
the Diocese were upset with what
was being discussed. We had
never had those discussions before. The questions began to arise
about “due process” and protection of the clergy. The responses
came back quickly that it was
about protecting all of God’s children. Programs were being developed that would be required of all
clergy and lay leaders.
Today, more than 20 years later,
it is apparent that The Episcopal
Church takes these matters very
seriously.

Having just returned from a
meeting overseas, I also heard of
the new allegations against the
Bishop of Wheeling-Charleston.

We in the Diocese of West Virginia also take these matters very
seriously. We have policies and
procedures in place to handle
what might come up. Our Intake
Officer is the Rev. Paul Hicks,
Rector of Trinity Church, Parkersburg.

All of these stories that have
been hitting the news, and that
swirl around in our lives, brings
to mind what the Episcopal
Church has been dealing with for
more than 20 years.

We have a Disciplinary Board,
headed by the Rev. Mark Seitz,
Rector of St. Matthew’s, Wheeling, and we have a Church Attorney, Mr. Jeff Hall, an attorney in
Charleston.

When I was a young priest, the
Bishop called a clergy day for the

We take these things very seriously, and want the Diocese to

Episcopal Asset Map Unveils
Redesigned Site
The Episcopal Asset Map, an
online platform showing the location and ministries of Episcopal churches, schools and other
communities, has been
revamped and refreshed
with more-detailed information, easier access and
ease of navigation.
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry called the
Asset Map “truly a tool, a
resource” and pointed out that
it has been “revised, expanded,
updated, user-friendly and now
includes virtually the entire Episcopal Church from the largest
cathedral to the smallest house
church.”
Churches in the Diocese of West
Virginia are encouraged to participate in the Asset Map. For more
information or support in filling
out the EAM form, contact Cathy
Slemp, coordinator of Sharing
Hope & Grace, at 304-654-0026
or cathy.slemp@att.net.
The Episcopal Asset Map is
a joint project of the Episcopal
Church and Episcopal Relief &
Development. This innovative

partnership tracks local ministries and shows the location and
the array of ministries and programs offered by Episcopal congregations, schools and
institutions
throughout
the church. Nearly every
diocese of the Episcopal
Church is represented on
the map as well as more
than 20 networks, such
as Jubilee Ministries, the
United Thank Offering, Ethnic
Ministries, and Episcopal Camps
and Conference Centers.
On the map, Episcopal Church
institutions appears as pins,
linked to a profile page with additional information about location, hours, facilities, programs,
and any photos or videos that
have been shared and approved.
Because the map is grassrootspopulated, local congregations
are able to post the most relevant
and up-to-date information such
as summer worship schedules or
special programs that respond to
the needs in their communities.

know that we require training
and awareness preparation of all
clergy and lay leaders. Some may
feel that it might be “overkill” to
do the things we do, but I would
rather have 100 more people
trained than necessary, than to
miss the one person who needs to
be brought into the fold.
This is an ongoing work, and
one that will continue to be refined, even 20 years later.
The Church as a safe place for
all of God’s people is very important, and something with which
we should all be engaged.
I thank you for your prayers and
your understanding.
Gracious Father, we pray for thy holy
Catholic Church. Fill it with all truth,
in all truth with all peace. Where it is
corrupt, purify it; where it is in error,
direct it; where in any thing it is amiss,
reform it. Where it is right, strengthen
it; where it is in want, provide for
it; where it is divided, reunite it; for
the sake of Jesus Christ thy Son our
Savior. Amen.
(Prayer for the Church, BCP)
In Christ,
The Rt. Rev. W. Michie Klusmeyer
Bishop

Trinity Huntington Plants New Gardens
Trinity, Huntington, has been
given a beautiful face-lift
with the help of Bonnie and
Mike Oliver, Dave Coster
and the Rev. Jim Morgan.
The church has added several flower pots full of lush
plants, an Usher’s (Shrub)
Garden, an Herb Garden,
three flags (United States,
West Virginia and Episcopal), planted ornamental
grass, lilies, croci and tulips,
and have gotten the foun-

tain working. The English
Garden has been updated
so that it is more inviting.
The Herb Garden is available to all who would like
to ‘“spice up” their lives.
Currently, it contains mint,
stevia, lavender, oregano,
parsley, French tarragon,
lemon balm and creeping
thyme. It was inspired
by Trinity’s statue of St.
Fiacre, the patron saint of
gardeners.
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Peterkin 2018: God’s Story, Our Story
By the Rev. Jordan Trumble

Photo by the Rev. Jordan Trumble
Senior Camp students worship on Prayer Hill at Peterkin.

Over the course of nine weeks
this summer, campers of all ages,
from infants to octogenarians,
had the opportunity to experience Peterkin summer camps and
explore our 2018 theme: “God’s
Story, Our Story.”
Through Bible stories and lessons about Biblical figures and
saints of the Church, campers

worked through questions such
as “Who is God?” and “Who is
Jesus?” as well as what it means
for each of us to be made in God’s
image.
As we explored these questions,
campers and staff alike were
empowered to understand themselves as beloved children of God
and to grow in faith and in their

ability to share with others who
God is and how we are all part of
that story.
As part of Peterkin’s 2018 camp
programming, a new session
called “Day Camp Overnight”
was offered. This one-night event
was an opportunity for more local and nearby children, such as
our usual day camp participants,
to experience staying overnight at
Peterkin and get a taste of what
our overnight camps are like.
For the third year in a row,
camp numbers increased; we had
273 campers in 2018, compared
to 234 in 2017, including several
new campers.
We are already looking ahead to
2019 and hope to welcome even
more people to experience Peterkin and learn what it means to
“Live Under Grace.”

Photos by the Rev. Jordan Trumble
Beginners Camp participants hike with their counselors and the Rev. Kit Jenkins.

GRACE
LIVING
Photo by the Rev. Jordan Trumble
Photo by the Rev. Jordan Trumble
Mini Camp participants learn about Jesus, the Good Shepherd, in a session led
by the Rev. Maggie Blanchard.

Photo by the Rev.
Jordan Trumble
Left: Family Camp
participants
have
fun as they play with
a parachute.

Photo by the Rev. Jordan Trumble
Counselors pose for a group shot during Mini Camp at Peterkin.
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Union Reading Camp Combines Fun, Learning
cused on topics relating to Native
American and early European
settlers of this region.

Combining fun and learning is
a way to describe Union Reading
Camp, a five-day educational day
camp focused on teaching and
improving reading skills.
Union Reading Camp is organized, sponsored and supported
by the churches of Monroe Outreach, including All Saints Episcopal Church, and funded by
the Episcopal Diocese of West
Virginia, the United Way of
Greenbrier Valley, local Monroe
County congregations and private
donors. This is the third year that
this camp has operated in Union
County, offering its enrichment
program at no cost to rising third,

for the Episcopal Diocese of West
Virginia. “This camp and the others we hosted throughout the state
step in to serve struggling students with the hope of changing
the statistics.”
Ten children participated in this
year’s Union Reading Camp, held
from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., July 30
to Aug. 3, at Union United Methodist Church.
Union Reading Camp arranges its campers into small groups
composed of students who are
reading at similar skill levels.
The camp includes four morning
classes, each aimed at developing reading strategies to improve

Special visitors to the camp
this year included the Rt. Rev. W.
Michie Klusmeyer, bishop of the
Episcopal Diocese of West Virginia; the Rev. Joshua Saxe, rector of St. James Episcopal Church
in Lewisburg; Belinda Anderson,
local author and native of Monroe
County; Toni Ogden, president of
the Monroe Historical Society;
Elizabeth Spangler, reading advocate and history enthusiast; Scott
Womack, local teacher and history enthusiast; and Steve Dransfield, local farmer and history
enthusiast. Campers and teachers
alike seemed to agree that this
year’s camp was lots of fun.
Lunches and snacks were
provided free for the campers
through generous donations of
snack items and entrees prepared
by local churches. Lilly Ellison
was a tremendous help in planning, coordinating and serving
snacks and lunches.
Union Reading Camp 2018
teachers were Danny Fairfax
(reading for pleasure), Connie
Copeland (phonics and sight
words), Elizabeth Spangler (reading comprehension), Doris McCurdy (creative writing) and Ann
Soukup (Reading Camp coordinator.)

A student shows a craft project made at the Union Reading Camp.

Union United Methodist Church
graciously donated the use of its
fellowship hall to Union Reading Camp for the third year. Pastor Kelly Martin, Kathy Pickenpaugh, plus Tandy Stone and
Henry and Patty Hancock from
All Saints, provided invaluable
assistance.
“It takes a village to raise a
child who loves to read,” Lane
comments frequently. “We have
wonderful help from wonderful
people. This could not happen
without the dedication of our volunteers.”
Elizabeth Spangler from St. James in Lewisburg teaches reading comprehension at the Union Reading Camp.

fourth and fifth graders.
For every fourth grader in West
Virginia who can read at grade
level, there are two who can’t.
The Episcopal Diocese of West
Virginia worked to change that by
providing funds and coordination
for eight reading camps across the
Mountain State this summer.
“We know data shows children
who cannot read by the fourth
grade are more likely to drop out
of high school,” said Sally Lane,
coordinator of Reading Camps

comprehension and vocabulary
skills. Afternoon activities include read-aloud sessions, crafts
and educational presentations by
special guests. The week-long
experience works to reduce the
chance of summer-learning loss,
which is prevalent among at-risk
students.
The theme for this year’s camp
was “Early Residents of Monroe
County.” Following this theme,
some of the reading lessons and
all of the read-aloud books, afternoon activities and crafts fo-

“We know how critical this is
to child development,” Bishop
Klusmeyer said. “Our goal is
to facilitate learning and to help
pave the way for a bright future
for each camper.”
Tandy Stone from All Saints
said, “None of this great reading opportunity for area children
would be possible without the direction and coordination of Ann
Soukup.”
To learn more about The Episcopal Church in West Virginia
and its reading camp program,
visit www.wvdiocese.org.

Guest author Belinda Anderson visits
the Union Reading Camp.

Page 5

General Convention
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The Presiding Bishop called on
Episcopalians to practice “The
Way of Love” for Jesus-centered
life: turn, learn, pray, worship,
bless, go and rest.
Joint sessions of the two Houses
included three special times devoted to TEConversations on Racial Reconciliation, Evangelism
and Care of Creation, which are
the three pillars of The Episcopal
Church’s $134 million budget for
the 2019-21 triennium.
During legislative sessions,
deputies and bishops engaged in
thoughtful discussion and gave
prayerful consideration to hundreds of resolutions that were
introduced. Top issues included
the 2019-21 budget and efforts
to implement its three pillars, liturgical and prayer book revision,
marriage equality, inclusive and
expansive language, protections
against sexual harassment and retaliation, and many social justice
issues.
A joyous celebration occurred
after both Houses voted unanimously to readmit the Episcopal
Church in Cuba as a diocese of
The Episcopal Church.
Stepping outside the Austin
Convention Center, The Episcopal Church witnessed to the
wider community through a
Spirit-filled Episcopal revival led
by the Presiding Bishop at the
Palmer Events Center, located a
few miles from downtown Austin; a prayer service, also led by
the Presiding Bishop, outside
the Don Hutto Detention Center,
where female refugees were being held, and an outdoor prayer
service organized by the Bishops

Photo by Linda S. Comins
Awaiting the start of the prayer service outside the Don Hutto
Detention Center in Taylor, Texas, are Bertha Valentime, the
Rev. John Valentine, and the Rev. Stan Holmes.

Photo by Linda S. Comins
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry preaches at the opening service of
Holy Eucharist during General Convention at the Austin Convention
Center.

Against Gun Violence group.
Trinity Wall Street chartered 20
motor coaches to transport convention participants and guests
for the hour-long journey from
the Austin Convention Center to
Taylor, Texas, for the service outside the detention center. In addition, several people drove private
cars to the site, where members

of the local community joined the
large crowd of visitors.
Several members of the West
Virginia deputation participated
in these events and were deeply
moved by the experience.
Linda S. Comins is the Dayspring
editor and a deputy to General
Convention.

Photo by Linda S. Comins
Marsha Klusmeyer and Bishop
W. Michie Klusmeyer arrive at the
prayer service outside the Don
Hutto Detention Center in Taylor,
Texas, on July 8.

turn
learn
pray
worship
bless
go
rest

Photo by Linda S. Comins
Spanish language interpreter Dinorah Padro
keeps pace with Presiding Bishop Michael Curry’s energetic delivery of his impassioned sermon at the Episcopal Revival, conducted at the
Palmer Event Center, Austin, on July 7.

Photo by Linda S. Comins
Photo by Linda S. Comins
The Rev. Pamela Shier represents the Compass
Rose Society in the marketplace at General Convention in Austin, Texas.

Debbie Ventura volunteers at the Church Periodical Club’s booth in the
marketplace at General Convention in Austin, Texas.
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Camp Read-A-Lot Improves Scores with Fun Activities
This summer’s Wheeling reading camp theme was “Camp Read-ALot.” Ten students attended the camp at St. Luke's, Wheeling. All students improved their fluency scores according to pre- and post-camp
tests given. The camp included breakfast, lunch and the healthy snacks
each day. Leaders and students went to Walmart to purchase book bags,
Books A Million for books for each child, and the SMART Center for
lessons that correlated to the camp's theme. Participants had lots of fun
on a water fun day which included a cookout.

Photo by Brenda Stupak
Photo by Brenda Stupak

Above: Water fun is part of the
celebration of another successful
edition of the Wheeling Reading
Camp.

Students at the Wheeling Reading Camp practice their math
skills while building structures
with Lincoln Logs.

Photo by Brenda Stupak
Left: A cookout on the grounds of
St. Luke's, Wheeling, culminated
this summer's Wheeling Reading
Camp.

Photo by Brenda Stupak
A student practices reading skills inside "the reading tent" at St.
Luke's, Wheeling.

News from the Deaneries
Northern Deanery
ST. THOMAS, Weirton: The
annual Peach Festival on Aug. 11
was a great success. Many residents of the community support
this event and enjoy the great
food. More than 100 fresh peach
pies and more than 400 peach
shortcakes were sold this year.
In October, church members
are planning a dinner for retired
Hancock County school employees. In December, a holiday soup
and sandwich will be held.
TRINITY, Moundsville: The
church will celebrate the 40th
anniversary at its present site
on Oct. 7. Invitations have been
sent to many former members. A
luncheon will be served after the
service. Church school resumed
after Labor Day; teachers include
Elaine Graham, Brenda Wade
and Cassie Sherman. A graduation ceremony for B.M. Spurr
School of Practical Nursing was
held at Trinity. Eighteen students graduated after a year-long
course of study in collaboration
with WVU Medicine Reynolds
Memorial Hospital in Glen Dale.
The ECW hosted a reception after the ceremony.
LAWRENCEFIELD PARISH,
Wheeling: A reception was held
to honor the Rev. Dr. Cynthia
Walter upon her retirement as
rector on July 29.

ST. MATTHEW’S, Wheeling:
Members of the newly-formed
Youth Club, open to children
in the parish and from the community, are working on a musical production, “100 Percent
Chance of Rain.” They gave two
performances during the annual
spaghetti dinner, held on Sept
27 to raise fund for the food
pantry. Judith Conkle has been
installed as the state president of
Daughters of the King. Five children were baptized in September,
with two more infants to be baptized in coming months. During
his visitation, Bishop Klusmeyer confirmed Kara Farrell and
received Charles Bursee. The
church picnic and outdoor service of Holy Eucharist were held
at Sandscrest on Aug. 11.

Ohio Valley Deanery
ST. ANN’S, New Martinsville:
Parishioners released butterflies
for Pentecost. The youngest and
the oldest members untied the
ribbons on a box of 25 “painted
lady” butterflies to symbolize the
gift of the Holy Spirit. Fundraising for the sexton’s cataract surgery was successful with a total
of $4,800 raised.
TRINITY, Parkersburg: The
annual book sale is set for Nov.

5-10. Pet blessing is planned for
Oct. 7. The 175th anniversary
Heritage Dinner will be held at
the Blennerhassett Hotel on Oct.
12. Bishop Klusmeyer will attend the dinner and celebrate
the Sunday services on Oct. 13.
A prayer bead service and Bible
study are being offered on Tuesday evenings. The choir, directed
by organist-choirmaster Devin
Sudman, returned Sept. 9. Three
improvement projects for the
church have been approved. The
church picnic was held Aug. 5.
Saturday evening Rite III services are going strong.

Kanawha Deanery
ST. CHRISTOPHER, Charleston: An Italian dinner and silent
auction were held to raise funds
for summer classroom renovations.
ST. MATTHEW’S, Charleston: A Bible study group is exploring the topic of “Jesus and the
Gospels” at 9 a.m. on Tuesdays.
Saturday services are continuing
into autumn. A blood drive was
conducted on Aug. 28. During
his visitation, Bishop Klusmeyer confirmed Grace Javins, Anderson Goldman, Sean Jarrell,
Teresa Whitt, Billy Ford and
David Ford and received Dill
Battle, Emily Battle, Bonnie

Holmes, Monica Anderson and
Nancy Gray.

Southwestern Deanery
ST. PETER’S, Huntington:
Eleanor “Lea” Perkins is serving as the new church secretary.
Superhero Vacation Bible School
was a huge success, with 30
children attending and at least
21 adults contributing their time
and resources. Ten new children
signed up for VBS during the
church’s block party on June
23. Theater Camp participants
explored “Tales of Terror.” The
Episcopal Church Men were
hosts for a UTO breakfast. The
annual apple butter making event
is scheduled for Oct. 13. Plans
are being made for a community
potluck dinner and winter clothing giveaway on Nov. 3.

New Southern Deanery
CHRIST CHURCH, Bluefield:
A pet blessing is planned at the
Bluefield dog park on Oct. 7. The
church picnic was held at Lotito
City Park on July 29. The church
played host to several groups of
students who performed community service projects in Bluefield
and McDowell County over the
summer. The visitors came from

St. Paul’s Cathedral, Oklahoma
City; St. Christopher’s Episcopal
Church, Midwest City, Okla.; St
Paul’s Episcopal Church, Mount
Lebanon, Pa., where the late
Rev. Bill Morgan served after
his graduation from The General
Theological Seminary; and St,
Catherine’s Episcopal School,
Richmond, Va., where parishioner Don Williams’ mother graduated in 1930.
GREENBRIER EPISCOPAL
MINISTRIES: Cody McCready is the new organist and
pianist at GEM. He is a new
teacher at Ronceverte Elementary School and a recent graduate
of Indiana University of Pennsylvania with a degree in music
education. During his visitation
to Incarnation in Ronceverte on
June 21, Bishop Klusmeyer affirmed the selection of the Rev.
Betsy Walker as GEM missioner.
ST. THOMAS, White Sulphur
Springs: The 69th annual Labor Day Fair resulted in profit of
$5,743 for the general fund and
outreach.
Please send news from your congregations and high-resolution
photographs to Dayspring Editor Linda S. Comins by email at
lcomins7@gmail.com.
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Diocesan Family News

The Rev. Josh Saxe, rector of St. James, Lewisburg, kneels in the Greenbrier River to baptize Carolyn
Muhs as Bishop Klusmeyer observes.. Carolyn and her brother, Sky, were baptized during Greenbrier
Episcopal Ministries’ Fifth Sunday celebration at Mankins’ Landing on July 29. Bishop Klusmeyer participated in the service as part of his visitation to All Saints, Union.

Jessica Thompson
Jessica Thompson has been
hired as director of Sandscrest
Retreat and Conference Center,
Wheeling. Coming here from
Kansas City, she has over 13
years of experience in retreat
center management, fund development and community engagement. She has worked extensively in grant writing, fundraising,
program development, communications and marketing. Her
goal as director of Sandscrest is
to blend her expertise in retreat
ministry with her love of the
Episcopal Church.
Thompson is already hard at
work at Sandscrest and can be
reached by email at Director@
Sandscrest.com. She discussed
plans for Sandscrest while
speaking at a St. Matthew’s
Day luncheon at St. Matthew’s,
Wheeling, on Sept. 23.
The Rev. Jordan Trumble
has been called to serve Christ
Church, Fairmont. Previously,
she served Emmanuel, Moorefield, and St. Stephen’s, Romney.
ChurchNext, a ministry of Forward Movement, is offering an
online course, Metro Theology,
which documents the work of
the Rev. Chip Graves at Trinity,
Huntington. The course features
practical tips and advice that
may help individuals and groups
in the work of revitalization.

Greenbrier Episcopal Ministries Celebrates
at Mankins Landing

The Rev. Dr. Cynthia Byers
Walter retired as rector of Lawrencefield, Wheeling, on July 29.
She and her husband Rich now
reside in the Pittsburgh area.
The Rev Nick England, who
has been serving at Holy Trinity,
Logan, and St Paul’s, Williamson, is recovering from injuries
sustained when he fell off a ladder while doing work at home.

Elise McIntire, a member of
the Sandscrest Board, died Sept.
11. She was an active member
of St. Ann’s, New Martinsville,
and served on several diocesan
committees over the years. A
memorial service was held at St.
Ann’s on Sept. 15.
The Rev. Rick Shoda, a retired
priest in the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston, died Aug. 9. He
was a brother of the Rev. Brian
Shoda, priest of Zion, Hedgesville, and St. Mark’s, Berkeley Springs. Funeral Mass was
held at St. Alphonsus Catholic
Church, Wheeling, on Aug. 13.
Rest eternal
grant to Thy servants, O Lord,
and let light perpetual shine
upon them.

Diocesan Convention
Flatwoods
October 19-20

Distributing communion during Greenbrier
Episcopal Ministries’ outdoor service of Holy
Eucharist are, from left, the Rev. Josh Saxe,
Bishop Klusmeyer and the Rev. Chris Thompson.
The Rev. Betsy Walker and Greg Johnson
provide guitar music for Greenbrier Episcopal
Ministries’ Fifth Sunday celebration at Mankins’
Landing.

CORD to Offer Training for Church Leaders
The Commission on Race and Diversity will offer training to members of all parishes in leadership roles. The session will be conducted at Christ Church, Clarksburg, on Dec. 1.
Training is provided by Province III and is designed to be a journey
into better understanding and respect for those walking a different
path than oneself, whether it be age, skin tone, sexual orientation,
disabilities or gender.
The training for church leaders became a requirement in 1991.
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St. Stephen’s Provides Food
to Children In Need

Photo by the Rev. Jordan Trumble

Episcopal Diocese of WV
P.O. Box 5400
Charleston, WV 25361

Parishioners of St. Stephen’s, Romney, are packing food bags for a new project. St. Stephen’s coordinated a summer backpack program for local children in need of food assistance
while school backpack programs were on hiatus. St. Stephen’s also partnered with Energy
Express to send home food bags each week. Sixty-four children were served throughout the
summer. The food program will continue this school year as a backpack program providing
food assistance for Romney Head Start.

Marching to End Racism

Carolyn Tillman, chair of the diocese’s Commission on Racism and Diversity,
is surrounded by other CORD members and friends at the March to End Racism in Charleston on April 28. The diocese applauds them for their continued
efforts to end all forms of discrimination.

Slater Celebrates Five Years at
Bluefield

Photos by Jennifer Slater
The Rev. Chad Slater reads the Gospel at a service recognizing his five years
as rector of Christ Church, Bluefield.
Left: A special anniversary cake is prepared for a reception honoring the Rev.
Chad Slater on his fifth anniversary as
rector of Christ Church, Bluefield.

