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Episcopalians Respond to Flood Relief Efforts

After a devastating flood ravaged several communities in
southeastern West Virginia on
June 23, congregations and people throughout the diocese responded by donating money and
supplies and volunteering with
flood cleanup efforts.
St. James, Lewisburg, and St.
Thomas, White Sulphur Springs,
operated centers to distribute supplies and to assist flood survivors
and volunteers. Here are accounts
from the Rev. Josh Saxe, rector
of St. James, and the Rev. Betsy
Walker, priest-in-charge of the
Greenbrier Episcopal Ministries,
of those efforts.
St. Thomas,
White Sulphur Springs
On June 23 heavy rains totaling
11 inches fell in just a few hours,
turning meandering streams into
raging torrents of churning water threatening lives and moving anything in its path. Houses
were pulled from foundations,
cars were floating downstream in
Howard’s Creek through White
Sulphur Springs and areas which
had never seen flood waters before were now inundated; strewn
with rock and mud.
Tragically, lives were lost not
only in White Sulphur Springs
but throughout Greenbrier County and Southern West Virginia.
The storm claimed a total of 23
lives. The communities and their
families will never be the same.
Three homes of parishioners

and the parish administrator of
St. Thomas were damaged beyond repair. Parishioners from
the Church of the Incarnation,
Ronceverte, who live along the
Greenbrier River also had homes
damaged by the flood waters.
Soon after the devastation was
realized people responded with
prayer, bottled water, financial
contributions and offers to help
in any way possible. St. James,
Lewisburg, opened a central supply area in their parish hall. As
the scope of the flood became
better realized, the Red Cross and
FEMA were deployed.
KellerWilliams Realty sent
one of its well-organized, experienced disaster response teams
(KW Cares) to White Sulphur.
The Richmond-based team set up
operations in St. Thomas’ Butler
Hall. Revolving teams of Realtors
and volunteers brought cleaning
supplies, generators, sump pumps
and the like.
To date, KW Cares has collected
$1.8 million; $500,000 to be used
for rebuilding efforts through St.
Thomas. Another $500,000 was
sent to Homes for WSS. Currently, $800,000 has been spent
from these funds. Over $50,000
has been received at St. Thomas
from Episcopal Relief and Development, the Diocese of West Virginia, churches and individuals.
Volunteers came from across
the state and up and down the
East Coast to clean and “muck
out” numerous houses. Butler

Photo by the Rev. Betsy Walker
Piles of debris stand outside the home of St. Thomas parish administrator Lena
G. Hoke in White Sulphur Springs. The house was destroyed when flood waters
tore through it.
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Peterkin director Daisy McBride and summer camp counselors take a break from June flood cleanup efforts in Rainelle.
They also traveled to White Sulphur Springs to serve as flood relief volunteers.

Hall contents have reflected the
chronology of the flood recovery.
First, it was filled with bottles of
water, mops, brooms, shovels,
bottles of bleach and boots.
Food then began arriving by the
truckloads, along with generators
and sump pumps. Soon, clothing
items and shoes were kept outdoors under a 50-foot square tent
for weeks, open 24-7 for people to
come and take what they needed.
A large storage pod was installed behind the church and has
supplied various goods at various
times. Now, construction materials are being stored in it.
For weeks tall stacks of paper
towels and toilet paper lined the
walls of Butler Hall, followed by
sprayers and masks as the concern for black mold was realized
following the initial mucking out.
Currently the room has tables
set up for the volunteer coordination, with dry erase boards which
are filled daily with jobs for volunteers to tackle. Some clothing
has reappeared but most of those
items have been transferred to
another center located elsewhere
in White Sulphur. Tables are always there to feed the volunteers;
sometimes with a movie playing
on Butler Hall’s screen!
Within the first week of the
flooding, parishioners from St.
Thomas took on jobs which are

still going on six days a week.
Peg Mankins has served as the
volunteer coordinator, assisted
by Arron Seams with Volunteer
WV. Mardi McMillan has taken
on the monumental task of planning, purchasing, preparing, and
serving meals six days a week
for weary volunteers and anyone
who needed to come and sit down
at a table and eat a meal. Volunteers from St. Thomas and The
Church of the Incarnation, along
with residents from surrounding
towns, have faithfully come to
help out; to cook, to clean, to do
whatever has needed to be done.
In late July, Sen. Joe Manchin

(D-WV) traveled to Greenbrier
County to observe progress made
in flood damage removal and
to assess rebuilding plans. He
stopped by Butler Hall to update
folks on federal disaster relief
and to thank everyone for their
efforts in assisting families and
individuals who have been affected by the devastating flooding. Manchin was impressed with
the organization and outreach he
saw at St. Thomas and stated that
faith-based and non-governmental organizations are essential in
enabling communities to come
back after disasters strike.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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Peg Maxim, St. Thomas member and volunteer coordinator, talks with U.S.
Sen.Joe Manchin when he visits Butler Hall to survey flood relief efforts.
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The Bishop’s Column
floods in southern West Virginia,
I have had numerous conversations with people from around
the country, some of whom say
that they too have lived through
a flood. One man stated that he
moved after a flood. Years later,
he opened an old book that had
been in the water, and there was
still the smell of the flood, which
will never go away.
Fire and water.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in
Christ,
There’s an old joke I heard, that
goes like this:
Two business owners were talking, and expressing their frustration over the state of the economy. The first man says that his
business was deep in debt, but
suddenly, his factory caught fire,
and he received an insurance
check for $100,000. That helped
him a lot.
The second man says he had the
same problem with his company
deep in debt, but all of a sudden,
his factory was destroyed by a
flood, and he received an insurance check for $500,000, which
saved his business.
The first man thought for a while,
and finally asked, “How do you
start a flood?”
We truly know and understand the
power and destructive power of
both water and fire. But, since the

Two images that have an important place in our spiritual
lives: the fire of the Holy Spirit
and the waters of Baptism.
The waters of Baptism bring us
New Life, while the fire of the
Holy Spirit gives us the gifts to
do the work Christ has given us
to do.
Three months ago, the waters
came rushing in, and destroyed
the buildings, lives and hopes of
many in several of our counties.
Destruction brought sadness and
loss of lives. But along with that,
the waters brought the need to
begin again. A ‘new normal’ will
resurrect out of silt of the flood.
To rebuild what we had does not
make sense. To build new, and to
bring new life is what is called
for. The fires that accompanied
some of these floods showed the
power of both elements.
In the midst of loss, death and
destruction, the Diocese of West
Virginia was present.

churches and the people in each
of the affected counties. The Rev.
Josh Saxe, the Rev. Betsy Walker,
Mr. Dave Lumsden, the Rev. Roy
Gene Crist, the Rev. Stan Holmes,
the Rev. John Unger, Ms. Marti
Hersom, the Rev. Cheryl Winter, Dr. Cathy Slemp, Mr. Bill
Saviers, Deacon Nancy Martin,
Bishop Mark Van Koevering
and others stepped up to lead the
communities into the immediate
response, and then began to lead
them toward long-term recovery.
As each of the different counties
began to set up Long-Term Recovery Committees, the representatives of the Episcopal Church
stood up first, and pledged real
money to help get each of the
committees off to a good start.
We received loud applause from
each of the counties.
Fire purges, and gives strength.
Water brings new life.
I pray that, as tragic as these
floods have been, that new life
will come with power and new
hope.
May we proclaim the Good News
of Christ who lives in the midst
of trouble and doubt. New life is
possible. New life is the promise
of our faith.
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Commission on Spirituality Presents Silent Retreat
By Deacon Nancy Martin
“Becoming Pilgrims” is the
theme of the pre-Advent silent
retreat being offered at Bishop
Hodges Conference Center in
Huttonsville Nov. 10-13. Let me
explain.
Our lives on earth are a journey between birth and death.
There are a few things that we
have no control over, but for the
most part, we choose the way we
travel through this life. God has
given us that gift of choice. If we
choose to acknowledge that spark
of God that dwells deep within
each of us, then our journey becomes a pilgrimage, or a quest, as
well.
Throughout history, people have
undertaken pilgrimages to sacred
sites. However, there is also an
internal pilgrimage that you can
choose to take. Again, it is a free
choice. In our culture today, it is
extremely easy to ignore it. There
is plenty of TV, work, noise,
shopping and just busyness to fill
up everyone’s time. This internal
pilgrimage involves turning away
from these things of the world, in

order to travel toward God.
At a certain point in their journey, many people crave something deeper than the external
life. In truth, I think all of us
yearn for something that we can
hardly explain. Something bigger
than ourselves, a place where we
may know love and peace, where
we can understand beauty and
truth. Our longing stretches out
toward the infinite and inward
to the eternal within us. Pilgrims
seek to discover this mystery.
The route along this path is not
well marked. But we know that
there are things that help us find
our way. Emptying ourselves. Silence. Listening. Prayer. Desire.
These are the things that we need
to purposely make room for. The
mission of the Commission on
Spirituality is to create space for
people to come to know God.
It’s hard to imagine a silent retreat if you have never been to
one. Most people cannot imagine
being quiet. However, within the
quiet, there are plenty of things
to do. We will offer group medi-

tation every morning, a Eucharist service daily and compline
at night. Meals are eaten with a
background of music. There will
be four sessions by our retreat
leader, the Rev. John Valentine,
who will give you much to ponder.
You’ll have a private, simple
room with a bath. The lodge is
spacious, rustic and has a kind of
comfort that encourages meditation. The dining room and spacious deck overlooks the Tygart
Valley. Outside, there are hundreds of acres of woods with
paths for hiking or just sitting.
There will be a room with supplies for drawing or painting.
There’s a small chapel within the
lodge and a free-standing church
that is always open. Silence will
be kept from the time you finish
registration, until after Eucharist
on Sunday morning.
We are also offering individual
spiritual direction during the retreat for those who attend the full
time. This is a chance to meet with
a spiritual director who helps you

explore where God is working in
your life. It is a time of openness
to God’s presence, God’s love
and God’s guidance. The spiritual adviser will give you short
passages to read, meditate on,
pray over and journal. Please note
on your registration form if you
would like to participate in this.
Dates are flexible. You can come
either Thursday or Friday afternoon, and stay until Saturday or
Sunday afternoon. Cost is $90 a
day. Registration is due Monday,
Oct. 24. Copies of the brochure
and registration form are available at wvmission@wvdiocese.
org. For more information you
can contact Deacon Nancy Martin at nancyofmadamscreek @
gmail.com or 304-860-9446.

Seventh Annual

Diocesan
Altar Guild
Meeting
St. Timothy’s in the
Valley, Hurricane

10 a.m. to 12 noon
Oct. 15

Reservations are
requested and can
be made by email to
Hollie Mitchell at
wmitch8315@aol.com.
Participants are asked
to bring an item for a
local animal shelter.
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It Takes a Village: Model for New
Reading Camps in Greenbrier Valley
This summer welcomed new Reading Camps in
Lewisburg, Hillsboro and Union, bringing the total
for the diocese to 10 camps with a total of 151 campers in 2016.
The three new camps, though initiated by interest
from St. James in Lewisburg, St. John’s in Marlinton and All Saints in Union, would not have been
possible without strong community collaborative
and support of the United Way of Greenbrier Valley’s United for Literacy initiative.
Reading Camps have been an outreach ministry of
the Episcopal Diocese of West Virginia since 2012.
When the Episcopal Diocese of Lexington began
Reading Camps a decade earlier, the plan was for
one church to organize and run a week-long day or
overnight camp offering morning learning centers
focusing on reading skills, then afternoon or extended day programs centered on the particular theme
of the camp, such as horseback riding, swimming,
nature, space, etc. Although this model has been
continued by camps run by St. John’s in Huntington,
St. John’s in Charleston, Good Shepherd in Parkersburg, St. Luke’s in Wheeling and St. Stephen’s in
Beckley, even these churches call on their neighbors
to assist with feeding programs and afternoon activities. Right from the beginning the two camps in Hinton and Welch were run by a collaboration of people
from many churches.
The camp at the Premier Learning Center is unique
in that there is no real Episcopal community in McDowell County. Over the past five summers, director Lori Osborne has been able to recruit volunteers
from all over our diocese -- and others! In 2012, the
afternoon activities were conducted by a mission
group from Wyoming (the state, not the county in
West Virginia). For the past three years, volunteers
from Indiana have run the literacy program in the
morning, while Nancy Bandy and Kit Jenkins from
St. John’s, Huntington, headed up afternoon programming and transportation, respectively.
Hinton’s Reading Camp has been run for the past
four years by an ecumenical group called Just Christians. While Nancy Martin and Patty Grady from
Ascension have headed up the leadership team, the
camp has alternated between the Presbyterian and
Methodist churches, with meals, teachers and aides
coming from at least five other churches.
This summer, Sally Lane, diocesan coordinator of
Reading Camps, wore two hats as she mixed that
role with her service as the AmeriCorps volunteer
with the United Way of Greenbrier Valley. As part of

Reading Rocks campers go to the HUB in Lewisburg.

Diocese Responds to
Racism, Refugees and
Relief

By The Rt. Rev. Mark Van Koevering

Participants visit the library at the Happy and Healthy
Reading Camp in Union.

the United for Literacy initiative, she found schools
in Greenbrier, Pocahontas and Monroe counties that
were not being served by the Energy Express summer reading programs.
With overwhelming support from the counties’
Campaign for Grade Level Reading stakeholders,
Lane also capitalized on the enthusiasm from the local Episcopal churches to build teams in each county
to plan and run the camps. Strong leadership evolved
in each county from retired teachers, local churches
and county parks and recreation. The United Way of
Greenbrier Valley’s Power of the Purse provided a
grant of $1,000 for Books in Bags; each county had
meals and snacks provided from local churches, and
High Rocks Educational Corp. helped provide water
bottles for each camp.
Not one of these camps was hosted at an Episcopal Church. Instead each community provided a
safe and appropriate place to host the camp. Sally
Adkins and Sue Owen pushed to make the cabin at
Pearl S. Buck’s birthplace a wonderful site for Adventure Time Reading camp in Pocahontas County.
Ann Soukup and Tandy Stone organized Happy and
Healthy Reading Camp at Union United Methodist
Church for 15 campers, local teachers and support
staff from St. Thomas in White Sulphur Springs.
The best news is that all 10 camps plan on continuing in 2017. Any congregation interested in starting
its own Reading Camp next summer should contact
Sally Lane (sallyxlane@gmail.com) -- and plan on
volunteering for at least one day in one of the other
camps in the diocese. After all, it takes a DIOCESAN village to raise a child who loves to read.

What do the words racism, refugees and relief have in common? No,
it’s not just that they all begin with the letter R. They are three activities
going on in our diocese right now.
We have a wonderful awareness-raising program on racism and diversity offered by our Commission of Racism and Diversity (CORD)
that is intended for all leaders, lay and ordained, in our diocese. Many
of you have participated in it; many more would benefit from the experience. CORD hopes to be able to train trainers in every deanery so
that the course can be offered locally. Watch this space!
The incredibly generous response to the floods that crippled much
of West Virginia in June gives testimony to our willingness to lend a
hand. Through your help, we as Church have really made a difference,
but there is also an opportunity to move beyond relief toward longterm sustainable development in the communities most affected by the
floods. The diocese is preparing a response that aims to build on local
resources in order to strengthen communities and enable them to grow
and prosper. Episcopal Relief and Development is our partner in this
venture.
And a group with a strong Episcopal Church presence called the West
Virginia Interfaith Refugee Ministry (WVIRM) has made a powerful
presentation through the Episcopal Migration Ministries to the U.S.
State Department in order to make Charleston a safe place of refuge
for those fleeing violence in their home countries. I am so impressed
with the passion and commitment of this diverse group and pleased
that we can have a role in this work. “When a foreigner resides among
you in your land, do not mistreat them. The foreigner residing among
you must be treated as your native-born. Love them as yourself, for you
were foreigners in Egypt.” (Leviticus 19:33-34)
But, there is something else that binds these three things together,
something more profound. These are works of good news, both for us
and for others. When we risk going outside of our comfort zones and
meet people who are on the edge, people who have lost everything
through war or floods, people who are marginalized because of the
color of their skin, then we open ourselves up to the wonder of God’s
grace and we are changed. This conversion experience offers us a new
critical awareness of our world and of our selves, and enables us to see
life in a new way. It helps us break down the old barriers that divide
us and gifts us with a heavenly sight that unites. I suspect that this is
what it means to be a disciple of Jesus; it does not happen by learning
a correct set of rules, but by jumping in and getting involved without
knowing exactly how it will end or work out. Risky but rewarding
business – a couple more words starting with R.
“We do not think ourselves into new ways of living, we live ourselves
into new ways of thinking.” Richard Rohr

Feeding Body and Soul @ Sandscrest
Sunday, Oct. 23
Sandscrest Conference and Retreat Center, Wheeling
4pm - Autumn Craft Program led by Cheryl Ryan Harshman
5pm - Potluck Supper
6pm - Harvest Home Vespers
Participants are asked to bring a favorite fall
covered dish to share.

UTO Ingathering Planned
The diocesan ingathering for the United Thank Offering will be held at
convention on Friday evening, Oct. 28. Checks can be mailed to diocesan
coordinator Becky Szabo, 1328 Main St., Follansbee, WV 26037, ahead
of that or presented at convention. All churches are encouraged to come
forward and announce their participation. For more information, contact
Szabo at 304-527-2537 or by email at becky8910@aol.com.

Donations are accepted to support Sandscrest’s programs.
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Flood

CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE
Although the devastation was
widespread, Rainelle, Caldwell
and White Sulphur Springs fared
the worst in Greenbrier County.
Yet within days of the flood, private individuals and NGOs (nongovernment organizations) were
developing long-range plans
which will dramatically change
areas hard hit by the raging waters.
With rebuilding efforts underway, case managers are now being trained to assist families in
this transition. St. Thomas parishioners Martha Sams, Peg
Mankins and Rebekah Sams will
be among those receiving the
training to aid in dispersing KW
Cares funds and money received
at St. Thomas.
“It’s virtually impossible to try
to list all of the churches, organizations, federal entities, state and
municipal organizations, NGOs
and individuals across the state
and beyond our borders which
have graciously donated time,
money, laborers and supplies,”
said the Rev. Betsy Walker,
priest-in-charge of the Greenbrier
Episcopal Ministries, which consists of the White Sulphur and
Ronceverte Episcopal churches.
“The National Church and
the Diocese of West Virginia
have been incredibly responsive
with swift assistance, funds and
prayers. St. James, Lewisburg
really began the relief efforts in
our area; before any other organization, group, the Red Cross, or
even the National Guard came to
help and organize relief efforts.
The Episcopal Church has been
a very visible and active component of the flood recovery efforts,” she added.
Three months after the flood waters changed lives and communities forever, progress is evident
and miracles are shared every day.
“Neighbors Loving Neighbors,”
VOAD (Volunteer Organizations
Active in Disasters), the Greater
Greenbrier Long-Term Recovery
Committee, along with groups
like KellerWilliams, the Mennonites and World Renew are names
of some of the recovery groups
which have become well known
throughout the county.
“The recovery will take years,
not just months or weeks,” Walker said. “Even with the initial
cleaning out being completed for
the most part, and with school
starting up again, we still see volunteers coming in to help and to
offer their expertise.
“The flood took away too much;
lives, homes, jobs, hopes and
dreams. Yet it has also brought
unexpected blessings our way.
We thank everyone for their
prayers and support, and ask that

everyone continue to remember
and assist those less fortunate as
we enter into the winter months,”
she said.
Please contact Diocesan House
if your congregation would like
to assist in the flood relief efforts.
St. James, Lewisburg
From the first hours of the
flooding that occurred, St. James
stepped up to assist in the early
coordination efforts taking place
in Greenbrier County. The church
opened its doors to receive goods
and supplies to distribute to the
communities most affected by the
flooding.
In the first weeks, the small
group of folks working from
the church relayed the needs of
communities, coordinated deliveries (sometimes as far away
as Clay County), assisted local
emergency management officials
and raised funds to assist those
whose homes were damaged or
destroyed. The church opened
a separate account to serve as a
Flood Fund; it has released more
than $50,000 in the form of gift
cards to help victims meet their
basic, day-to-day needs. Parishioners helped to prepare meals for
volunteers during the first weeks
of the response and volunteered
to go through applications in order to determine award amounts.
“We are now out of the ‘crisis’
phase of this disaster, and so I see
our role in the response at a natural place of transition,” said the
Rev. Josh Saxe, rector. “Thanks to
the initiative of several parishioners, the church facility is nearly
back in order and we are no longer receiving goods or supplies.
Though we closed the general
application process for financial
assistance, we continue to award
gifts on a case-by-case basis since
we continue to receive monetary
donations from time to time,” he
said. “One other small role we’ve
taken is assisting with the coordination of mission groups affiliated with Episcopal congregations
coming into the area to work.”
St. James also is using its funds
to provide assistance to the newly formed Greater Greenbrier
Long-Term Recovery Committee, which will will work directly
with homeowners as they rebuild
homes and lives, providing case
management and linking those
with unmet needs to the organizations that can provide the services
needed. “Two of our very own
are serving in interim executive
positions within the LTRC: David
Lumsden and Susan Adkins. I am
serving as a co-chair with Erin
Hurst (United Way of the Greenbrier Valley) on the Unmet Needs
subcommittee,” Saxe said.

“Good work is being done by
our friends at St Thomas Episcopal Church in WSS. The church
is host to Keller-Williams Real
Estate’s Disaster Response Team,
and members of St. Thomas are
leading in the coordination efforts
of volunteers working in the community. Members are also feeding
volunteers breakfast and lunch
every day,” Saxe said.
The diocese also is exploring
how Episcopalians in West Virginia will respond to the longterm recovery effort. Multiple
counties were affected, and there
is strong Episcopal presence
in the hardest-hit areas: Clay,
Greenbrier and Kanawha coun-

ties. Bishop Mark Van Koevering
called a meeting at St. Thomas
several weeks ago to bring in
those who have been serving in
flood-affected communities and

lay a foundation for a diocesan
disaster response team which will
continue to meet and to help seek
a vision for the diocese’s role.

Photo by the Rev. Betsy Walker
Mardi McMillan, St. Thomas member who prepared meals for flood relief
volunteers six days a week, stands in Butler Hall when it was filled with supplies donated for flood survivors in White Sulphur Springs.

Thank You to All Who Contributed to WV Flood Relief

Rhoda Adams-Reiss
Mrs. Charles Shrewsbury
Adam Scharf
Adrienne Koch
All Saints Episcopal Church
Allison Hile
B. M. Currin
Beckley - St. Stephens
Beth Dorn
Beth Hamrick
Beth Saunders
Betty Voigt
BJ Price
Bluefield - Christ
Brian Cole
Briana Pudsell
Briers Living Trust
Buckhannon - Transfiguration
Carolyn Rivers
Charles Davis
Charles Pope
Charles Town - St. Philip’s
Charles Town - Zion
Charleston - St. Matthew’s
Church of the Epiphany Episcopal
Clarksburg - Christ Church
David Becraft
David Debolt
David Wigglesworth
Domestic & Foreign Missionary Society Diocese of Central Florida
Diocese of Central Pennsylvania Diocese of Easton
Diocese of Olympia
Diocese of Southern Ohio
Diocese of Spokane
Diocese of West Tennessee
Edward Caress
Elizabeth Carr
Elizabeth Gordon
Episcopal Church in South Carolina Episcopal Church of St John the
Baptist Episcopal Diocese of Arkansas Episcopal Diocese of Connecticut
Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania
Episcopal Diocese of Western Kansas
Episcopal Diocese of Western Mass
Episcopal Relief Fund
Everett R Thompson
Executive Function Matters
Fairmont - Christ Church
Father HG Randolph, Jr.
First Church of God
Fredrick Dennis
Grace Episcopal Church
Greater Clear Spring Emergency
H Huey
Hansford - Good Shepherd

Susan Butler
Fran Simone
Neil Eklund
New Martinsville - St. Ann’s
Nyla Sailer
Pamela Lane
Parkersburg - Good Shepherd
Parkersburg - Trinity Church
Pat Haldeman
Peter Taylor
R Dunford
Raymond Lowther
Rev D L Day
Rhonda Garrison
Richard Smith
Richards Ellas
Riverbend Episcopal Ministries
Robert Dean
Robert Johnson
Saint David’s Parish
Salem - Prince of Peace
Sally Redfield
Sarah Braswell
Sarai Lockett
Shawn Dunham
Shelly Duncan
Shepherdstown - Trinity Church
St Andrew’s Episcopal Church
St John’s Episcopal Church
St Marks Episcopal Church
St Mark’s Episcopal Church
St Paul’s Episcopal Church
St Peter’s Episcopal Church
St Thomas Episcopal Church
Susan Donckers
Tazewell County Cluster
The Diocese of Maine
The Diocese of Virginia
The Rev Dr Francis H Wade
The Rev. Faith Perrizo
The Rev. Frank Coe, III
The Rev. Howard Backus
The Rev. Johnny W. Cook
The Rev. Joyce Wilkinson
The Rev. Kent Higgins
The Rev. Rodgers Wood
Thomas Brown
Thomas G O’Brien
Trinity Episcopal Church
Trustees of the Diocese of Delaware
VA Theological Seminary
Vestry of St. John’s Parish
Virginia Marlowe
Wheeling - St. Matthew’s Church
Wheeling Dollar Bank
William Delavan
William Hawthorne
Woodland Oaks Garden Club

Holly Hoffman
Huntington -St. John’s
Huntington - Trinity Church
Hurricane - St. Timothy’s
James Cannon
James Mitchell
James Shand
Jane Theuner
Jay Croft
Jennifer Woodruff
Joan Brown Schnitzer
Joan Ferrell
John Dunkle, Jr.
John F Watson
John G Schaffer
Judith Hoyt
Julia Williams
Julie Swick
Karen Dukes
Keyser - Emmanuel
Kramer Luxbacher
Linn Davidson
Margaret Duda
Margaret Gordon
Margaret Pendley
Marian Smyth
Mark Nelson
Martinsburg -Trinity Church
Mary Coburn
Meade Addison Jones, Jr.
MF Gertzman
Middleway - Grace Church
Moorefield-Emmanuel Church
Morgantown - St. Thomas a Becket
Billy Gregg
Bruce Moss
Charles Warder
David Cooper
Griffin Callahan, Jr.
J. Supplee
Jerrey Hoyt
John Beckett
John Nelson
Kevin Meehan
Mark W. Smith
Morgan Mosser
Thomas Gilpin
William Saviers
Candy Ponchak
Carol Nestor
Dorothy Skidmore
Douglas Stolipher
Gwen Anderson
Jeanne Elmes
Linda Simpson
Linda Yost
Shirley Tolbert, Sr.
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Peterkin Participants Journey ‘Into the Wilderness’
By Jordan Trumble
It has been an exciting few
months at Peterkin! Although
preparations for our summer season happen year-round, things
really kicked into high gear this
year with the launch of a Peterkin Amazon Wish List this past
spring.
Through this program, we received generous donations of everything from a summer’s worth
of friendship bracelet string to
a new digital camera for camp,
and all sorts of other supplies and
equipment that help with the dayto-day programs at camp. We are
thankful beyond measure for the
generosity extended to Peterkin
by people from around the diocese and beyond for their support
of this ongoing project.
Our official camp summer
kicked off at the beginning of
June and campers and staff journeyed “Into the Wilderness” as
we explored the many different
ways we encounter God in the
wilderness of our lives, both liter-

ally and figuratively.
So many of the most famous
stories in the Bible take place in
the wilderness, where the setting becomes a backdrop for not
only trials and testing, but also
for revelation and transformation.
Through stories such as the Exodus and the Transfiguration, as
well as hikes, small group discussion and worship, campers had
the opportunity to reflect on their
own experiences of “wilderness,”
grow in their relationships with
God and develop spiritual tools to
equip them for continued lives of
faith.
The summer included a number of other highlights. Our day
camp program for local children,
now in its sixth year, had a record
attendance with 50 campers and
our overall camp numbers were
up from 2015. We had 59 firsttime campers.
Senior Campers did an intensive cleanup of Prayer Hill and
it looks the best it has in years;

Photo by Jordan Trumble
MAD (Music, Art, Drama) campers
paint rocks during afternoon electives
at Peterkin.

we were better able to utilize this
worship space thanks to their
hard work. We launched a new
camp session, College and Young
Adult Camp, and will be bringing
it back in 2017.
We had a fantastic group of
counselors who helped plan and
execute an amazing summer’s
worth of camps but also helped
behind the scenes; many hiking
trails are back in operation thanks
to their hard work and several
of our counselors volunteered to

help with flood relief work during
a small session of camp. We tried
many new activities, including
disc golf on our brand new 10hole disc golf course.
As we look ahead, we have exciting things on the horizon. Our
annual Autumn at Peterkin weekend will be held Oct. 14-16. This
is a low-key and lightly structured
event that gives adults and families an opportunity to relax, meet
new friends and reconnect with
old ones, and worship together in

the beauty of creation.
Our 2017 camp schedule is out
and can be found online on our
website. Although we had a fantastic summer and our overall
numbers increased in 2016, we
have restructured many of our existing camps to combine smaller
sessions, better serve campers
and families, and expand our day
camp offerings.
We look forward to the months
ahead and hope to see each of you
at Peterkin!
Information
about Autumn
at
Peterkin
and summer
camps can be
found on the
diocesan and
Peterkin websites.

Photo by Jordan Trumble
Junior campers go on a hike on the grounds of Peterkin.
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$38,899.18
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News from the Deaneries
Monongahela Deanery
TRANSFIGURATION, Buckhannon: Parishioners have had
a busy summer. In addition to
continuing a shawl ministry,
cooking and serving a meal at the
Neighborhood House and supporting an Eagle Scout project on
the church grounds, they participated in the community’s “biggest West Virginia yard sale.” A
pick-up truck full of household
supplies, sewing supplies, clothing -- all contributed by members – was taken to the Highland
Educational Project. Parishioners
hope this will lead to a continuing project.
ST. BARNABAS, Bridgeport:
Longtime church member and
artist Tom Durrett has created
and installed stained glass art in
the chapel’s 16 windows. The
largest window depicts Christ in
the Garden of Gethsemane. Other
images for the windows include
St. Michael and St. Barnabas.

Kanawha Deanery
ST. PAUL’S, Williamson: An
inspiring mid-week gathering for
food, fellowship and lectionary
study continues, with lively discussions to keep the group interested and involved. During the
summer, David and Doris Headley returned to Honduras, where
they live half the year. Dr. Merse
Turnquest left to take a job in
Florida. Lifelong devoted member Gerald Millard died on Aug.
23; he will be sorely missed, especially at the Wednesday evening gathering, which he especially loved. Outreach continues
with donations to the local Ministerial Association, Appalachian

Pregnancy Care Center in Pikeville, Ky., and backpacks for students. The air-conditioning unit
has been replaced in the nave.
A dedication service for a Jewish memorial project is planned
in early October. Local Temple
B’nai Israel was closed several
years ago, and artifacts, including a sanctuary light, cornerstone
and tablets containing the Ten
Commandments, were given to
the church for a permanent memorial. Plans are underway for
the annual blessing of the animals on Oct. 5, and the visitation
of Bishop Mark Van Koevering and a combined service with
Holy Trinity, Logan, on Oct. 23.
ST. MARK’S, St. Albans: A
History Wednesdays series was
offered this summer. Presenters
included Darla Spencer, Karen
Vuranch, Doug Wood, Ilene
Evans and Bob Weiford.
ST. JOHN’S, Charleston: The
fall season of Concerts @ St.
John’s opens Oct. 9 with a piano
recital by Johan Botes. He is a
faculty artist at Marshall University and a prize winner from
South Africa and London. An
Oct. 23 concert will be presented
by the Kent Camerata, an international touring vocal and instrumental ensemble. A Nov. 20
performance will feature FA2+1,
featuring two violinists and a pianist. The concerts are held at 4
p.m. and are free.

Southwestern Deanery
ST. PETER’S, Huntington:
Rehearsals have begun for the
children’s Christmas show, “The
Evening News Hour.” Eddie
Harbert is the new musical di-

rector and organist. Apple Butter
Day is set for Oct. 8; a vendor
event is planned for Nov. 19.
CHRIST CHURCH, Point
Pleasant: Members are active
supporters of all of the city’s parades. The church is located on
the route of several parades that
are held every year. Parishioners,
proudly wearing Christ Episcopal Church T-shirts, distribute
bottled water, Slim Jims, candy
or other goodies to parade watchers to help make their viewing
more enjoyable.

Ohio Valley Deanery
ST. ANN’S, New Martinsville:
On the last day of Wetzel County’s Town and Country Days, St.
Ann’s Wienie Wagon had a surprise customer among the hundreds served that day. Bishop
Mike Klusmeyer stepped into
the line and had a “famous” St.
Ann’s hot dog. All of the profits from the Wienie Wagon are
given to community charitable
organizations. The next day, the
tired but smiling parishioners
welcomed the bishop’s visitation and served a catered lunch
instead of hot dogs and sauce.
Elise McIntire and Linda and
Ed Knowlton spearheaded the
Wienie Wagon this year; Tina
Neil organized the luncheon.
TRINITY, Parkersburg: Organ
repair work has begun. Tiffany
Deem is the new director of religious education. A movie night
was held Sept 18. The parish
picnic was held at Jackson Park
Aug. 7. Backpacks were blessed
Aug. 7. The church donated 52
pillows and covers to Peterkin.
The Trinity Knitters make knitted

caps for newborn babies at Camden Clark Medical Center.

Northern Deanery
ST. THOMAS, Weirton: Another successful peach festival was
held on Aug. 13. Parishioners
sent cleaning supplies to Follansbee flood victims.
ST. LUKE’S, Wheeling: The
free summer lunch program, organized by Judy Rebich, provided nutritious meals to children in
the community. This year’s program was offered in cooperation
with New Life United Methodist
Church. Reading camp also was
conducted this summer.
ST. MATTHEW’S, Wheeling: Dr. Bonnie Thurston is
leading a study series on Paul’s
Letter to the Colossians. St. Matthew’s Day was celebrated with
special music, a luncheon and
a photographic display tracing
the history of the parish’s music
programs. A cluster service and
picnic were held at Sandscrest
Aug. 21. The Independence Day
Extravaganza, a popular musical event, drew a large audience,
with free-will donations given to
Faith in Action Caregivers. Parishioners also served as volunteers for the Faith in Action triathlon. Another successful week
of Vacation Bible School was
offered.

Eastern Deanery
ZION, Charles Town: Parishioners bid farewell to the Rev.
Melanie McCarley, who served
as rector of 14 years, and thanked
her for her contributions to Zion

Volunteers Sought for 2017 National Boy Scout Jamboree
Whether you are a scouter or not, you
could help with staffing the Episcopal
Church display in the faith and beliefs
venue at the National Scout Jamboree at the Summit in Fayette County.
Many different denominations and
faiths will have displays at the event.
In 2013 when the National Scout
Jamboree first came to its new home in
West Virginia, approximately 35,000
scouts and scouters attended. Bishop
Mike Klusmeyer officiated at a Eucharist attended by about 300 folks, making it the largest single worship service within the diocese that year. The
bishop will be participating again in
2017.
As the unofficial host diocese, we
would like to show hospitality and
have members of the diocese help
staff the display from July 19-27. All

days would be a full day (have to be
on site after getting bused in from a local parking location) from 8 a.m. to 5
p.m. with the exception of July 19 and
July 23 (Sunday) which would be half
days (p.m.) Bishop Klusmeyer will be
participating in the service to be held
Sunday, July 23.
You don’t have to be a scouter to
volunteer, but you will have to take the

Boy Scout Youth Protection training
and certify a background check has
been completed (this is protocol for all
adult volunteers at the Jamboree). We
are hoping to be able to provide two
staff members each day An Episcopal
priest from Northeast Pennsylvania,
the Rev. Earl Trygar, will be a permanent host volunteer for the duration to
assist. You may serve more than one
day if you like, but wouldn’t be able as
a non-scouter to camp on property. We
will figure out a system to transfer the
daily parking and entrance credentials
from one day to the next.
If you are interested and willing,
contact Bishop Klusmeyer or Johnny
McGhee (jmcghee@kaycasto.com) or
John Canfield (jcanfield@wvchamber.
com).

and its surrounding community.
In addition to leading weekly services, Bible study and Vacation
Bible School, she coordinated the
implementation of the county’s
first Cold Weather Shelter to be
housed at Zion and worked with
Community Ministries and the
Monthly Meal Ministry. Through
social justice and civil rights
activism, she was able to bring
national leaders to engage in a
community-level dialogue. Zion
is engaged in the search process
for a new rector.

New Southern Deanery
CHRIST CHURCH, Bluefield:
Parishioners collected more
than 500 books for New River
Episcopal Ministries’ children’s
book ministry at Bridge Day in
Fayetteville on Oct. 15. Parishioners donated many items for
flood victims. The parish picnic
was held at Lotito Park Aug. 21.
Parishioners Dr. Jim and Bea
Paine celebrated their birthdays
with a large crowd at Fincastle
Country Club; he turned 95 on
April 13 and she turned 90 on
Aug. 18.

INCARNATION, Ronceverte:
The Captain’s Choice Golf Tournament was held on Aug. 17 at
Fountain Springs Golf Course in
Peterstown.

Please send news from your congregations and high-resolution
photographs to Dayspring Editor Linda S. Comins by email at
lcomins7@gmail.com.

Canfield Awarded Yeager Scholarship

Bishop Mike Klusmeyer congratulates Alex Canfield, who
has been awarded a Yeager Scholarship at Marshall University One of eight Yeager Scholars in the Class of 2020,
Canfield is a member of St. Matthew’s, Charleston, and
a 2016 graduate of Charleston Catholic High School. He
participated in the Episcopal Youth Event in 2014. Canfield
is an Eagle Scout and continues to be involved in the Boy
Scout organization as an assistant troop master. He was
captain of the Charleston Catholic quiz bowl team and director of the school’s theater stage crew. Canfield plans to
major in computer science at Marshall.
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Friends of Sandscrest Enjoy Annual Reception

Photo by Linda S. Comins
Photo by Linda S. Comins
Sandscrest board members, from left, Barbara Hinkle, Carol Foose and Teddi
The Rev. Richard L. Skaggs, at left, Sandscrest board member, chats
McBee enjoy the Friends of Sandscrest event.
with guest Eric Fithyan at the Friends of Sandscrest reception, as
other guests enjoy the hospitality of the retreat and conference center.

Photo by Linda S. Comins
Sandscrest board member Heather Slack greets
guests with Bishop Klusmeyer at the annual
Friends of Sandscrest reception.

Diocesan Community Invited to Join
‘Cuba Connect’ Mission Trip
By Mary Anne Maul

Photo by Linda S. Comins
Bishop Klusmeyer talks with Dr. Shawn Stern, a Sandscrest board
member, during the Friends of Sandscrest reception.

Diocesan Family News
The Rev. Elizabeth Hadaway
has been called to be the priestin-charge at Christ Church, Fairmont. She is in place and working.
The Rev. Nora Becker has
been called to be deacon-incharge at Christ Church, Clarksburg. She comes from the Diocese of Easton and is a recent
graduate of Virginia Theological
Seminary.
The Rev. John Hagan has announced that he is retiring from
active ministry. His last Sunday
at St Matthew’s, Charleston, was
July
The Rev. Julie Murdoch is
retiring. Her last Sunday as as
rector of St. Thomas a Becket,
Morgantown will be October 2.

The Rev. Robert Thomas, former rector of Trinity, Huntington, died on Sept. 7. He was rector of Trinity from 1965 to 1987.
In retirement, he continued to
supply in nearby congregations.
A few years ago, he moved from
Huntington, to be closer to his
family.
Rest eternal
grant to Thy servant,
O Lord,
And let light perpetual
shine upon him.

Americans have been able to
visit Cuba legally under the federal “People to People” program
for several years. The bishop of
the Anglican Diocese of Cuba
has invited St. John’s Episcopal Church in Charleston to visit
Cuba. We at St. John’s, in turn,
invite the greater diocesan community, including family and
friends of members, to join us on
our mission trip.
We plan to depart on a weekend, stay a full week and return
the next weekend in the first half
of 2017.
Commercial flights are now
or soon will be departing from
about 12 U.S. cities directly to
Cuba. Travelers could meet us in
Havana, coming from and/or going to any other place they may
chose.
Under the latest U.S. guidelines, we need no longer travel
in groups, but the advantages of
shared planning, lodging, transport and guides and translators
still make this the easiest and most
affordable way for most people
to go. We will qualify to travel
with a general license under the
categories for “religious activities,” humanitarian projects” or
“support for the Cuban people.”
The Cuban bishop advises that
Cuba has its own requirements
for foreign travelers, including a
visa that one must have 65 days
in advance of departure from the
Cuban Embassy in Washington,
D.C.

With the help of Assistant Bishop Mark Van Koevering, we may
be able to stay in church lodgings
in Havana, at a seminary in the interior or in Cuban homes, cutting
costs and simplifying logistics.
To tour Havana and the island, we
may be able to use church transport or rent our own. Trip planners may need to ask travelers
to make advance commitments
to ensure that sufficient lodging
and transport are available for our
group.
Depending upon the Bishop’s
needs in Cuba, our project(s)
could involve such work as serving at a feeding program, reading
to children at a school or assembling devices for clean drinking
water.
We would welcome particularly
those with any special skills, such
as speaking Spanish or experience organizing mission trips, but
no special skills are necessary.
As with many foreign countries,
especially in the tropics, there are
recommended or required vac-

cines and other health precautions
to protect you and the public.
The People to People program
requires travelers to follow a
schedule of activities designed to
connect us with Cubans. We plan
to visit various communities, urban and rural, through churches,
an ecumenical seminary or on our
own, allowing us to see and experience a variety of Cuban life
and culture. We will fit in free and
down time to relax and explore on
your own.
For interested travelers, find our
survey, trip plans, information
and news under Cuba Connect
on St. John’s website at www.
stjohnswv.org with a link to our
Facebook page for updates and
comments.
Please contact us with questions and return your survey response to Trip Coordinator Page
Hamrick, 1550 Kanawha Blvd.,
Charleston, WV 25311 at <page_
hamrick@hotmail.com> or Mary
Anne Maul at <maryannemaul@
yahoo.com> by Oct. 15.
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St. Thomas Aids
Flood Victims in Follansbee

Members of St. Thomas, Weirton, sent cleaning supplies to Follansbee
flood victims. Flash flooding in July caused considerable damage in the
downtown area of Follansbee.

Grant Awarded to Old St. John

Matthews Children’s Foundation presented a grant to Olde St. John
Episcopal Church with the support of Chamber and James Funeral
Homes This grant was awarded to the church for its ministry to Colliers
Elementary School’s backpack program. The funeral home matched
Matthews’ $1000 donation.
On hand to receive the funds are, from left, Jessica Scott, Sandra and
Richard Barber, representing the church; Jeanne Ferrell, grant writer and
former teacher; Eric Fithyan, Remembrance planner from the funeral
home;JoEllen Conley, principal at Colliers Elementary;the Rev. Phil Van
Dam, priest-in-charge of Brooke-Hancock Episcopal Ministries, and
Amanda Mohney, funeral attendant at Chambers and James Funeral
Homes.

Episcopal Diocese of WV
P.O. Box 5400
Charleston, WV 25361

Church Periodical Club Sunday
The purpose of the Church Periodical Club is to promote the word of God
through the printed word. It was established in 1888 by Mary Ann Fargo, who
asked her husband, when he traveled out
west, to take books and Bibles to distribute to the less fortunate.
CPC has two primary programs: Miles
of Pennies for children’s materials and
National Book Funds for adult needs.
More information and grant forms are
available on the diocesan website.
On the diocesan level, the second Sunday in October has been traditionally
designated as CPC Sunday. If this does not work for your congregation, make it
any Sunday you choose.
Donations are used to help provide $250 book grants to each of our seminarians every semester and to furnish copies of Forward Day by Day to the Highland
Educational Project in McDowell County and the women’s prison in Alderson.
The diocesan CPC organization also pledge money to applicants of National
Book Funds grants as the treasury allows.
In addition to requesting donations, you may want to consider having a “potato bar” as St. Matthew’s, Wheeling, has done very successfully for a number
of years, or a “Browse & Buy” book sale as St. Thomas A’ Becket, Morgantown,
does. Also, you may wish to involve the children of your congregation collecting
their pennies as a donation to the Miles of Pennies fund as St. Thomas A’ Becket
does so well.
Diocesan coordinator Debbie
Ventura is available to assist in
any way possible. She may be contacted by phone at 304-575-2656;
by mail at 201 Shady Acres Lane,
Daniels, WV 25832 or by email at
Dventura1021@hotmail.com.

