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Presiding Bishop Accepts Invitation and Visits St. John’s, Huntington
The saying “you’ll never know
until you ask” certainly holds
true for Dylan Andrus, an acolyte at St. John’s, Huntington, and
a sixth grader at Barboursville
Middle School. Dylan wrote to
the Episcopal Church’s top ecclesiastical leader to invite her to see
him serve on the altar of his local church, St. John’s Episcopal
Church in Huntington. And she
said yes.
The Most Rev. Dr. Katharine
Jefferts Schori, Presiding Bishop
of the Episcopal Church and Primate in the Anglican Communion, presided at the 10:30 a.m.
service at St. John’s in Huntington on Sept. 7.
Jefferts Schori, previously
bishop of Nevada, is the 26th Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal
Church. She is chief pastor to the
Episcopal Church’s 2.1 million
members in 17 countries and 109
primate, joining leaders of the
other 38 Anglican Provinces in
consultation for global good and
reconciliation.
Jefferts Schori was elected at
the 75th General Convention on
June 18, 2006 and invested at
Washington National Cathedral
on November 4, 2006. She is the
can Communion. Consecrated for
a nine-year term, Jefferts Schori
is known for a focus on mission,
poverty and social justice.
Dylan learned about the Presiding Bishop from his grandmother,
Klara Kovacs, St. John’s acolyte
director, who was reading Jefferts

Schori’s book, “A Wing and a
Prayer.” Kovacs said that she and
Dylan used the book as a springboard for talking about who the
Presiding Bishop is and what
she supports in the world. “We
have talked about the Presiding
Bishop and what she supports in
her books. Dylan thinks she is ‘so
cool’ due to her great concern for
those on the margins of society.
He was SO excited to meet her!”
Dylan is known for being a top
student at Barboursville Middle
School and a committed worship
leader in his church. “Dylan is
deeply faithful and always enthusiastic in his work and support at St. John’s,” said the Rev.
Lisa Graves, his rector. “He is
serving at the altar as an acolyte
almost every Sunday of the year
alongside his grandfather, the
Hon. Chuck Andrus – one of our
vergers. Our whole congregation depends on him to serve on
the altar as an acolyte and we’re
thrilled that he thought to invite
our Presiding Bishop to visit our
church.”
Dylan comes from a family of
devoted Episcopalians; his grandparents, mother and sister are all
involved in ministries and worship in the church. Little sister
Brooklyn does her part by making sure the toys in the nursery
are played with weekly. Dylan
says he’ll help train his little sister to be an altar server when she
is old enough.
“Brooklyn’s greatest hero is
Dylan,” said his mother, Nicole.
“I know she’ll want to follow in

his footsteps and be an acolyte at
church. Who knows, one of them
may grow up to be the Presiding
Bishop one day.”
Jefferts Schori presided and
preached, with Bishop Klusmeyer
concelebrating. Fourteen served
on the altar that day, including
Dylan Andrus, Glenn Crouse,
Emily Proctor, Peter Proctor,
Ethan Proctor, Andrew Offut, Jordan Crouse, Julia Crouse, Jesse
Lewis, Darius Peckham, Chuck
Andrus, Klara Kovacs, the Rev.
Lisa Graves, Sharon Serena, the
Rev. Jim Morgan, Bishop Klusmeyer and the Presiding Bishop.
More than 214 people were in
the pews at St. John’s, including
members of both St. Peter’s and
Trinity Episcopal churches in
Huntington. Both churches graciously lent the talents of their
choirmasters and vocalists, which
means that St. John’s music director David Castleberry and organist William Murphy enjoyed
working with both Mark Smith
of Trinity, Jon Brannon of St. Peter’s and their choirs. The Rev.
Jim Morgan served as deacon for
the day.
St. John’s, known for its prayer
quilt ministry, presented Jefferts
Schori with a quilt made by member Lynn Butler. The congregation gathered around the quilt and
offered personal prayer for the
mission and ministry of the Episcopal Church, the Anglican Communion and especially prayers
for the Presiding Bishop’s ministry in the wider church as each
knot was tied. “We are blessed by

-

-

the vision and leadership of the
Episcopal Church and Presiding
Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori,” Graves said. “We are grateful
to Dylan for asking her to visit
us and grateful to the Presiding
Bishop for saying yes.”

-
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The Bishop’s Column

Dear Brothers and Sisters in
Christ,
Sometimes, one has to travel a
long way in order to be reminded
of the simple things in life that
were learned a long time ago.
Such is my recent experience.
About two years ago, it was announced that the House of Bishops, which meets twice a year,
would meet in the Diocese of
Taiwan. The Diocese of Taiwan is
a part of The Episcopal Church,
and Bishop David Lai and I have
sat at the same table, twice in the
past nine years.
So, off we go to Taiwan, for the
meeting. While there, the president of the Republic of China
(Taiwan) greeted us at a reception, and told us about the history
and life of the people of Taiwan.

One quick story was that Taiwan
is a country that has received
much from the United States, and
others, and believes that, rather
than continually taking, they must
give back. And so, he recounted
several aspects of their civic life,
in which the small nation of ROC
has given back to the larger world.
About a day or two later, Bishop
Lai got up to address the Bishops
of the Church, and proudly talked
about how the Diocese of Taiwan
has received many blessings -spiritual, temporal and emotional
-- from around the world and especially from around The Episcopal Church. He went on to say,
like the president, that receiving
gifts puts a responsibility upon
the recipient to give back. He told
the story of how one small, struggling congregation received support from an Episcopal congregation in the United States. The
Taiwanese congregation was immensely thankful, but rather than
just accept the gift, they decided
that they were now required to
give something back.
So, they took what little resources they had, and they planted 12
congregations in the Philippines.
This is certainly a remarkable feat
for such a small congregation!
--- of the president and the bishop
-- I was reminded of a different,
but similar story:

It’s the story of the difference
between the Red Sea and the
Dead Sea.
It seems that the Red Sea resea is both a receiver of, and a
giver of the waters. Around the
sea is life, and abundant growth.
river, to the Dead Sea, where the
waters stop. The Dead Sea receives the water, where it stops.
Around the Dead Sea is salt,
death and nothing grows.
What’s the difference?
Obviously the factor that makes
a difference is “giving back,’’ or
“‘passing through.”’
The Churches of Taiwan, and
around the world, have known
that it is about receiving in gratitude, and giving back in thankfulness, that makes all the difference
between life and death.
As our congregations in
the Diocese of West Virginia
continue to do the ministry God
has given us to do, let us give
back joyfully, for the building up
of the Kingdom and the Spread of
the Gospel.
Faithfully,
The Rt Rev W Michie Klusmeyer
Bishop

Creative Ideas Bring Freshness to Sunday School
By Catherine Saxe
The beginning of the school
year corresponds with the restarting of the activities many churches cease during the summer, including Sunday school. For this
reason, autumn is a great time to
explore new options available, to
add to current Sunday school programs, to look into trying a new
curriculum or idea. Trying new
ideas and switching things up can
breathe new life and purpose into
a program.

Some Things to Try:
1) Skits -- Skits aren’t just for
Christmas! There is a reason that
children and adults look forward
to the Christmas pageant every
year. Skits are a great way to engage the entire parish in the children’s program. Why not include
an All Saints skit or a Blessing of
the Backpacks this year? Check
out Skiturgies from Church Publishing for more ideas.
2) Seasonal Curriculum -- Let the
liturgical calendar be your guide.

Instead of using one curriculum
for the entire year, focus on the
seasons of the church year. Pick
a different theme to focus on for
each of these seasons. A theme
gives each Sunday school teacher
a way to tie each week together.
I challenge each one of you to
try something new this year with
your children’s program, big or
small!
Catherine Saxe is the diocesan
director of children’s ministries.

Morgantown Pastoral Counseling Center presents:
The 14th annual free clergy-lay leader workshop

“Pastoral Counseling Issues and Techniques”
Friday, Oct. 31
Four continuing education units are available for full-day
participation. The workshop is offered free to clergy and lay
leaders. However, there is a small fee for the lunch, beverages
and snacks provided.
For more information, contact Holly Moses in the MPCC office at 304-599-5751 or mpccworkshop@gmail.com.
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VTS Offers Fall Visit Day
Residents from the surrounding region are invited to be guests on Wednesday, Nov. 5, at Virginia
Theological Seminary’s Fall Visit Day for prospective students from the surrounding region.
“Whether you are considering graduate theological education to prepare for a vocation in the
Church, to deepen your understanding of your
faith, or to learn how to share your faith more
effectively with others, the Fall Visit Day is the
event to attend. You’ll hear about our programs,
talk to faculty and students, go to classes, have
lunch and tour the campus, and find out how Virginia Seminary equips people for faithful witness,”
seminary officials stated..
The one-day event will begin at 7:45 a.m. and
conclude at 4 p.m. The conference is designed
serve the needs of visitors who can drive to and
from campus on the day of the conference. Space
is limited, so register now. The registration deadline is Oct. 20. Register for the Fall Visit Day by
visiting the seminary’s website at www.vts.edu/
admissions. For more information, send an email
message to admissions@vts.edu or call 703-4611706
Virginia Theological Seminary is located in Alexandria, Va.
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Diocesan Convention to Explore Theme of ‘Let’s Do Church’
By Linda S. Comins

“Let’s Do Church” is the theme
for the Episcopal Diocese of West
Virginia’s 137th convention, to be
held at the Marriott Town Center
in Charleston Oct. 24-26.
Trinity Episcopal Church, Parkersburg, is serving as the host
congregation.
The keynote speaker for Diocesan Convention will be the Rev.
Jeffrey S. Allen, executive director of the West Virginia Council
of Churches. He also will lead a
forum during the convention.
Before being named executive
director, Allen served the Council
of Churches as the project director of the West Virginia Healthy
Kids and Families Coalition. A
United Methodist minister, he
was the community and families
development director at Community Development Outreach Ministries for 13 years and served the
Keystone and Northfork United
Methodist churches in McDowell County and the College Hill
United Methodist Church in
Waco, Ky.
Allen holds a Bachelor of Arts
degree in biology and a Bachelor
of Arts degree in religious studies from West Virginia University
and a Master of Divinity degree
from Emory University. A native
West Virginian, he is married to
Laura Allen.
The Most Rev. Dr. Ralph W.
Dunkin, bishop of the West Vir-

ginia-Western Maryland Synod of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America, will be a special guest
at Diocesan Convention and will
preach at the closing Eucharist
on Sunday morning, Oct. 26. The
Episcopal Church and the ELCA
are in full communion; clergy
from the synod serve Episcopal
congregations in the diocese.
Registration will open in the hotel foyer at 10 a.m. Friday, Oct.
will be read in the Marriott’s Pavilion at noon.
The opening luncheon will
be offered in the Pavilion from
12:15-1 p.m. Friday. The opening legislative session will be
conducted in the Grand Ballroom
from 1:15-4:30 p.m.
The Rt. Rev. W. Michie Klusmeyer, bishop of West Virginia,
song in the Grand Ballroom at 5
p.m.
Dinner, featuring an address by
Allen, will take place in the Pavilion from 6:30-8 p.m.
Open hearings on resolutions,
Constitution and Canons, and
the 2015 diocesan budget will be
conducted from 8:30-10:30 p.m.
Activities on Saturday, Oct. 25,
begin with a celebration of Holy
Eucharist in the Cumberland
Room at 7:15 a.m. Breakfast will
be served in the Pavilion at 8 a.m.
Four forums will be presented

sion will be offered from 9- 10:15
a.m.; the forums will be repeated
from 10:30-11:45 a.m. Convention delegates and guests will
have an opportunity to attend up
to two forums each.
Allen, the keynote speaker, will
lead a forum titled “Anchored in
Faith, Together on the Voyage.”
A forum on the 2014 Episcopal
Youth Event, held in Philadelphia this past summer, will allow
guests to experience the energy
created at EYE. Elizabeth Castle,

policy analyst for The Episcopal

who attended EYE this year, will
serve as facilitators for the session.
“’Let’s Do Church’: Making
Church a Verb,” is the topic for a
forum to be presented by the Rev.
Canon Donald K. Vinson.
Katie Conway, who serves
as an immigration and refugee

camp ministry in the diocese. As
proposed, the resolution asks the
bishop to appoint and fund a task
force “to study the reach and effectiveness of camp ministry and
the operation of Peterkin camp.”
The resolution calls for the task
force to develop a strategic plan
to deploy resources to maximize

Relations, will act as facilitator
for a forum on “’815’: The Episcopal Church and Our Mission.”
After lunch, Diocesan Convention will reconvene in the Grand
Ballroom at 1:15 p.m. Saturday.
The afternoon will feature Bishop
Klusmeyer’s “State of the Diocese Address,” elections and legislative session.
Three resolutions have been
proposed for consideration during
the legislative session.

participation throughout the diocese.
The second resolution requests
that the Committee on Constitution and Canons consider amending the canons to allow members
of Diocesan Council to serve two
consecutive terms and to allow
retired clergy, who are serving
actively in the diocese, to serve
on Diocesan Council.
The third resolution asks that
the Southwestern Deanery be allowed to merge with the Kanawha
Deanery.
referred to dioceses by the 77th
General Convention in 2012 will
be presented.
On a lighter note, an awards
and presentation banquet will be
held in the Pavilion at 6:30 p.m.
Saturday. Entertainment will be
provided by Trinity, Parkersburg.
The Diocesan Convention’s
closing festive Eucharist will be
celebrated in the Grand Ballroom
at 10 a.m. Sunday, Oct. 26.
Looking ahead, the 138th convention is planned for Oct. 23-25,
2015 at Pipestem Resort State
Park.
Linda S. Comins is the editor of
the Dayspring.

Growing Green at St. Christopher Day Camp
The St. Christopher Summer
Day Camp in Charleston was a
success in mind, body and spirit.
through July 18 witnessed the
presence of the Holy Spirit in the
many volunteers and children.
This outreach to the community
included instruction in music, art,
rity, woodworking, math, scrapbooking and an introduction to
religion.
The children consisted of
groups of 6- to 8-year-olds and 9to 12-year-olds, numbering from
35 to 44 each day.
Morning devotions began each
day with the Rev. Melissa Remington, rector of St. Christopher.
This activity was followed by two
periods of academic instruction,
then lunch.
Wednesday and Thursday, the
campers went swimming at the
South Charleston Recreation
Center. On Monday, the afternoon
featured concurrent sessions on
wellness led by Drs. David and
Kevan Namay and on horticulture
led by Jenny Totten, from West

Virginia State University Extension Service. Each day concluded
with an afternoon snack and a
prayer. A newsletter, with information on the day’s event and a
preview of the next day’s event,
was sent home with each camper.
On Friday, the devotional was
followed by a trip to the Heritage
Farm Museum in Huntington in
the morning and to the Valley
Wave Pool in the afternoon. On
Friday evening, the campers had
indoor and outdoor games. This
was followed by a closing dinner
and awards ceremony where parents, campers, parishioners and
teachers participated.
“Growing Green,” instead of a
paper award each participant was
given a potted plant, thanks to the
hard work of Joan Conway, sister
of Elaine Chiles, who potted the
plants.
Breakfast and lunch were provided by the summer food program administered by Kanawha
County Schools and served by St.
Christopher volunteers. Former
campers, who were older than 12,
volunteered their time to be as-

sistants to the adults, which was
a real blessing.
fort of the Holy Spirit blessing us
with a task well done and the joyful anticipation of an even better
camp next year. A big thank-you
to all our volunteers and to all
who contributed in any way,” said
Dr. Sonya Armstrong and Lloyd
Miller, co-directors.

•

by St. Christopher Episcopal Church in Charleston.

Participants pose cheerfully while attending the summer day camp sponsored by St. Christopher Episcopal
Church.

Youngsters share their stories with a camp counselor during a summer day camp session at St. Christopher Episcopal Church in Charleston.
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Joyful Campers Live Under Grace at Peterkin
By Jordan Trumble
What do the fruits of the spirit and the liturgical calendar
have in common? These are just two of our many program
themes during the 2014 season at Peterkin Camp and Conference Center.
Over the course of seven weeks and eight camps this
summer, we welcomed campers of all ages to come “Live
Under Grace” as they strengthened their faith, built friendships, worshipped in community and explored God’s
beautiful creation.
The camp season kicked off with day camp for the youth
of Hampshire County. Since its inception in 2011, day
year to an average of 38 campers a day this summer.
Campers had the opportunity to experience a variety
of activities, from archery to arts and crafts, but also participated in daily programs put on through partnerships
with organizations such as the West Virginia Division of
Natural Resources and D.A.R.E. (Drug Abuse Resistance
Education). In addition to providing a safe and fun environment for local elementary school children, the day
camp program has continued to make Peterkin known in
the local community and has begun to draw local campers
back to our overnight camps.
In addition to a hugely successful day camp, we had

a wonderful group of weekly program leaders and staff
members who planned interesting and engaging programs
for all ages. We began our round of overnight camps with
Senior Camp, which spent the week going through the liturgical year, beginning with Advent and ending with a
celebration of Pentecost, with each day of the week corresponding to a different part of the liturgical calendar. As
several campers noted, the program allowed them to experience and understand the rhythm of the church year in
new and deeper ways.
Following Senior Camp, we had our youngest two
camps, Mini and Beginner Camps, where we explored
topics such as God’s creation, and what it means for Jesus to be our friend and teacher. These camps not only
important lessons about God and helped to build a strong
spiritual foundation through songs and stories.
Intermediate Camp took on a new format this summer,
Hunger Games,” we explored the topic of spiritual hunger as we worked through the Catechism. The week ended
-

Musicmaking is a big part of MAD (Music, Art, Drama) Camp at Peterkin.

Our largest camp this summer was Family Camp, where
we explored the theme of “God’s Heroes.” Each day in
education time in the morning gave younger campers a
chance to think about what it means to be a superhero for
God, and to make superhero costumes themselves.
This summer’s Junior Camp program focused on the
Prayer of St. Francis, with each day being a meditation
on a different part of the prayer. As part of our celebration of St. Francis who is remembered for being a lover of
animals, we brought in an exotic animals petting zoo and
campers had the chance to see (and touch) animals such as
a toucan, a hedgehog and an African sand boa.
Our last camp of the summer was MAD (Music, Art,
Drama) Camp and focused on the theme of the fruits of
the spirit. Each day, we focused on one or two different
fruits of the spirit in our morning program; later in the day,
campers attended two different art classes, such as drama,
music, pottery, quilting and creative writing. The week
ended with a showcase of the campers’ hard work in an art
gallery-style setup.
While each week had its own unique theme and program,
though, all camps shared a lot in common: campers of all

Youth experiment in the pottery studio during MAD (Music, Art, Drama) Camp at Peterkin.

ages continued to love the pool, the pottery studio and the
archery range, some of the newest additions to the camp
facilities, and were enthusiastic about making use of the
beautiful expanse of Peterkin property in hiking and outdoor electives. Most importantly, though, each week we
had joyful campers who were enthusiastic about praising
God, growing in their faith lives and building lifelong relationships.
Jordan Trumble is a Divinity student at Yale University.
After being a counselor for years, she was hired this past
summer as the summer program director at Peterkin.

Children and counselors gather for Beginner Camp at Peterkin.

Retreat Explores God in the Arts
By The Rev. Canon Faith Perrizo
A group of 22 people gathered at the Huntington Museum of
Art on Aug. 27-28 to engage in experiencing God in the Arts in
a variety of ways.
On Friday evening, Aug. 27, Dr. Eve Faulkes, who is the J. Bernard Schultz Endowed Professor of Art at West Virginia University, gave the keynote presentation, outlining ways to co-create
On Saturday, Aug. 28, participants chose three of four workshops including Calligraphy (presented by Priscilla Marten and
Wanda Cummings), Candlemaking (Ray Shackleford and Mark
Owens), Watercolor (Bruce Bowerstock) and Beautiful Are the
Feet (poetry with Elizabeth Hadaway).
The event included a tour of the museum and its various galleries.
This was the fourth year that an overnight retreat was sponsored by the ConneXions board of the diocese. The board’s main
life. Fall online class offerings will be announced through the
WVMission listserv and the diocesan website.

Klara Kovacs prepares her next line for calligraphy practice, instructed by Priscilla Marten
and Wanda Cummings, during the God in the Arts retreat in Huntington.

this summer.
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Community Lunch Celebrates Five Years of Good Meals
By Jean A. Flanagan
Contrary to popular belief, there
IS such a thing as free lunch.
Every Wednesday, beginning at
11:30 a.m., anyone can get a free
lunch at Emmanuel Episcopal
There are no strings. There is no
preaching. There is no suggested
donation and no pressure to pay.
ganize the luncheons and at this
gations that help cook and serve
the meals. It didn’t start out that
way.
“We got an anonymous donation of $20,000 to upgrade our
kitchen,” Hauber said. “Our pastor, Dr. Michael Simon, said that
God didn’t give us this wonderful
gift to have nicer coffee hours. He
had a friend that was doing this
in Virginia and thought we might
do it too.”
served on Sept. 2, 2009. There
were six people in the kitchen and
nine people showed up for lunch.
“We made lunch for 75 people,”
Hauber said.
As time went by, the attendance
the average was 30 meals a week.

The record is 112 and currently
the average is about 95 meals a
week. The community lunch has
served more than 11,000 meals in

“Jan Butts’ children donated
$500 in her memory. I don’t know
that we’ve touched any of it.
here, we’ve netted about $300,
which goes to buy paper products, odds and ends, carry-out
containers and the like,” Hauber
said.

Some come because they truly
don’t have enough to eat. Others come because they like the
fellowship of eating with others.
“Father Mike told us there were
two types of hunger, in the stomach and in fellowship,” Hauber
said.
Other churches got involved:
Church, then Duffey United
Methodist Church, then Epiphany Catholic Church and most recently the Church of the Brethren.
The visiting churches bring the
food, prepare it in Emmanuel’s
kitchen and help serve.
Often the menu includes soup
and a sandwich. Other times it’s a
casserole or spaghetti.
“It is a truly sustainable ecumenical partnership,” said the Rev.
Presbyterian Church. She comes
to eat on Wednesdays because of
the fellowship.
“You’ll see a table of men or
a table of women and they will

-

be laughing and having a good
hungry in different ways.”
“We estimate that between a
third and half of the people that
come are in need,” Hauber said.
“The others are here for the fellowship.”
Because Emmanuel is a member
of the Mountaineer Food Bank,
the church can participate in a
program with Food Lion. “We get
their expired produce and bakery
items,” Hauber said.

“Food Lion has been wonderful,”
giveaways and for salads with the
meals.”
In addition to the meals, Emmanuel has a table of produce and
other grocery items, free for the
taking.
There is a jar by the door for donations, but no one watches to see
who donates or how much.
“The bishop sent us $1,000
when we started,” Hauber said. “I
think we’ve used $100 of it.

the true spirit of the endeavor.
“A woman came one day with
her children. After they ate, she
asked if we could give her change
for a $20 bill,” he said. “I told her
to help herself to the change in
the jar, but at the end of the day,
there were no bills in the jar, just
coins.
“A few months later, we found a
note rolled up in the jar. The note
said, ‘The last time I was here, I
had no job and no family. I took
the money out of the jar. I hope
you and God can forgive me.’
Also inside the note was $35. We
don’t know if that’s how much
was taken or not. It doesn’t matter. We were able to help someone
who needed help.”
This article is reprinted courtesy

News from the Deaneries
Northern Deanery
Trinity, Moundsville: The ECW
enjoyed a lovely dinner at Sandscrest to begin the 2014-15 year,
18 guests were in attendance. An
inside yard sale and soup and
sandwich luncheon are planned
at the church. Trinity celebrated
National Back to Church Sunday. The vestry participated in
a Mutual Ministry meeting with
Canon Faith Perrizo.
Olde St. John’s, Colliers: The
ECW is participating again in
a backpack nutrition program
for children at risk at Colliers
Elementary School. Individual
servings of soups, pasta, crackers and fruit are sent home with
the children. Darcy Riggs and
Karl Suslovic were married in a
country-style wedding at OSJ on
Aug. 16, with a banjo trio providing the music. A packed church
watched as Darcy do-si-do-ed
down the aisle. They drove off in
an old Oldsmobile. Darcy is the
daughter of Gladys Riggs and
the late Terry Riggs, who was a
banjo player. The newlyweds are
active OSJ members.
ing: Bumper stickers proclaim
the church’s hilltop location as
a “Mountain Top Experience.”

With the view from the hilltop extending 20-30 miles, parishioners
anticipate that the fall colors will
be breathtaking. The summer was
busy for the membership, with
weddings and births (the Rev.
, rector,
and her husband,
,
became grandparents), cookouts
and several work parties to keep
the buildings and grounds looking sharp. Members used scrapers and paint brushes to spruce up
the church for Bishop Klusmeyer’s visitation on Oct. 12. Several
On a sad note, the congregation
experienced the passing of two
members who had worked tirelessly for the church for decades.
Adelaide Luchetti and Bill Neer
had been vital to the church’s operation since its inception.
: The
Brotherhood of St. Andrew
chapter was reinstituted on Sept.
21. New members are the Rev.
Mark E. Seitz, the Rev. Richard
L. Skaggs, Robert F. Troeger,
Floyd Jamison, Darr Robinson, Michael Harasuik and
Louis Hart. The St. Matthew’s
Day festivities included a performance by the newly-formed children’s choir, a covered-dish luncheon and an art show presented

by residents of the Children’s
Home of Wheeling. Carol Foose
is organizing another baked potato bar on Oct. 19 to raise funds
for the Church Periodical Club.
Sarah Barickman and Sherry
Hearne are co-chairs for the annual spaghetti dinner on Nov. 6.

Ohio Valley Deanery
TRINITY, Parkersburg: Plans
are being made for the Thanksgiving basket ministry and
Christmas adopt-a-family ministry. Preparations continue for the
65th annual book sale; St. Anne’s
four days of the sale under the
leadership of Paula and Roger
Sellers. New leaders of the book
sale committee are Ellen Johnson, Barbara Craft, Pam Parsons and Cora Bowers, while
Lynette Neilson and Carma
Guertin have moved to emeritus
status. A special musical performance by the parish choir and a
string quartet is planned Nov. 16.
The EYF monthly movie night
began Sept. 21. A new season of
supper club began Oct. 16. Barbara Full presented a program on
“Old Hymns and Their Stories”
for the ECW fall meeting Oct.
13. The knitting group donated

baby caps to the special delivery
unit at Camden Clark Hospital.
The Daughters of the King presented a gift to longtime parishioner LaVerne Marshall who is
moving to Georgia. Marshall has
Trinity, including serving as head
of lay readers, chalice bearer,
Morning Prayer leader and choir
member. The newly-baptized
include Abigail Elizabeth Neilson, great-granddaughter of the
Rev. Jack and Lynette Neilson,
and
, son
of choirmaster Daniel and Lindsey Monek.

Kanawha Deanery
ST. MARK’S, St. Albans: Choral Evensong for the Feast of St.
Francis of Assisi was sung by the
parish choir and members of the
choir of St. John’s, Charleston,
under the direction of organistchoirmaster Ray Shackleford,
on Oct. 5. Olive Meyer was the
guest organist and
moreland served as cantor.
ton: Rally Day was held on Sept.
7. A three-week class on “The
Making of the King James Bible”
began Sept. 10. Drs. Jan and Ed

are presenting a two-hour
program on “The Life and Work
of C.S. Lewis.” Trunk or Treat
will take place after services on
Oct. 26.

New Southern Deanery
:
The parish’s 125th anniversary
was celebrated on Sept. 28, with
special festivities and a catered
luncheon. Renovation and restoration of various parts of the
church building were undertaken
in preparation for the celebration.
An evangelism commission has
been formed. Member Joe Sanders
Lions Club.

Please share news and photos
from your congregations and
deaneries with Editor Linda S.
Comins by email at lcomins7@
gmail.com
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Diocesan Family News
Bishop Klusmeyer has appointed Sara Gunter as the new
diocesan Director of Youth and
Young Adult Ministries. She
September.
Gunter is getting settled in her
excited to get to know the youth
and youth leaders in the Diocese
of West Virginia. To start, she
will be working on getting ready
for Diocesan Convention, putting together resources to start
ish visits. She invites people to
contact her by email at sgunter@
wvdiocese.org or by phone at
304-344-3597, ext. 17.
Previously, Gunter served as
youth minister at All Souls’
Church in Berkeley, Calif. She
comes with a strong emphasis in
youth activities, including mission trips and faith formation
Stephen Day, who faithfully
served as Youth Minister (Youth
and Young Adult Ministries) for
several years, ended his time
with the diocese at the end of

Catholic priest, he has been
serving as lay pastoral associate
at St. Mark’s, Berkeley Springs,
for the past year.

The Rev. Rick Rutledge,
a priest of St. Martin’s in the
Field, Summersville, died on
Aug. 15, after a 14-month battle
with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS). A memorial service
was held at St. Andrew’s, Oak
The Rev. William “Mac”
Flowers, a priest from this diocese, died on Sept. 15 after a
long battle with esophageal cancer. A funeral and celebration
of life was held at St. Thomas,
White Sulphur Springs, on Sept.
28. A funeral also was held in his
home church in Florida.
Flowers was ordained in West
Virginia in 1980 and served
St. Paul’s, Wheeling, and St.

next phase of ministry in his life.

a Peterkin counselor during his
time in the diocese.

Bishop Klusmeyer received
Brian Shoda into the Sacred
Order of Priests on Sept. 10 at
Mount Zion Episcopal Church,

Rest eternal grant
to Thy servants, O Lord.
And let light perpetual
shine upon them

By D.K. Wright
In Wheeling, members of St.
Luke’s-on-the-Island have found
a creative way to rebound from
the loss of their clergy.
and Jim Kelley left St. Luke’s after a dozen years to follow a call
to serve four parishes in Montana,
things looked a bit bleak for the
small congregation on the Island.
Local Episcopal clergy were
stretched to the limit, many already serving more than one
church, miles apart.
But thanks to a suggestion from
Seitz, rector of St. Matthew’s,
Wheeling), they looked outside
the Episcopal Church and found

their answer.
Because the Episcopal Church
is in full communion with the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America, they approached the
English Lutheran Church, less
than a mile away from St. Luke’s
in downtown Wheeling.
supply clergy for St. Luke’s on a
trial basis, and it was an instant
success.
The congregation was immediately pleased with his remarkable
ingness to plunge quickly into the
Book of Common Prayer.
St. Luke’s changed its worship

time from 11 a.m. to 9 a.m. Sunas he calls it and preaches at his
church at 10:45 a.m.
They have already entered into
an agreement for three Sundays a
month through December, with
plans to solidify the deal and
make it every Sunday in the coming year.
St. Luke’s vestry and parishioners now are convinced that when
open a window.
D.K. Wright is a member of St.
Luke’s, Wheeling.

By Julia Hogan
I’ve come broken and bewildered,
Cynical but seeking,
Hoping for wonder, while keeping my nose above water.
Then community happened, at EFM.
There are no bad questions.
Doubt is not white washed here.
We, God and people, linking arms to walk the road of divine discovery.
We have shared anger, sickness, celebration and loss.
We are Family now.
We are church, we are Priests who have tasted leaven and unleavened bread.
Many thirst,
as do we, but we have tasted the new wine and it is explosive, and quenching.
Things that make us wonder.
Where God will use these hands, this voice, these arms of embrace and welcome?
To seekers and doubters, fellow travelers on the road, to those who long to dance with
their Beloved.
NOTE: If you would like to be referred to an Education for Ministry group (hopefully) near you, get in

Readiness Preparation Includes Packing Disaster Kits
The National Altar Guild Association suggests that churches prepare “disaster kits” for Holy Eucharist during times of emergency.
Each kit contains a wine glass to substitute as a chalice, a small
plate to serve as a paten, two containers for wine and water, a
small bowl to be used as a lavabo, a paper napkin with a cross
stamped on it, extra thin white towels (to substitute for a corporal, purificator and sacristy towels), a small bottle of red wine,
oyster crackers to replace the bread, a book on the Altar Guild
and a note from the National Altar Guild Association.
The kits are to be packed in a small tote for use in celebrating
Holy Eucharist if the church is struck by any disaster that would
make communing difficult for parishioners. The association
recommends that the kits be kept “off campus” from the church.
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Emmanuel Keyser Thanks Volunteer Mentors

Emmanuel Episcopal Church of Keyser held an appreciation luncheon for the mentors of Energy Express who completed
a successful 20th summer program at Keyser Middle School. The Rev. Randy Nairn, who volunteered to read with the
children, gave thanks to the mentors and gave the blessing of the meal.

Episcopal Diocese of WV
P.O. Box 5400
Charleston, WV 25361

Music Minister Inducted
Into Hall of Fame
Frederick Beecher Chiles Jr.,
minister of music at St. Christopher,
Charleston, and his daughter, Christie Annette Chiles Twillie, were inducted into the West Virginia All
Black Schools Sports and Academic
Hall of Fame on Aug. 23.
Chiles was inducted as the Greatest
of the Great category, for academics,
as well as for lifetime achievement.
Twillie was inducted for Vanguard
and Legends honors.
Honoring and celebrating with both
father and daughter were 23 friends,
family and St. Christopher members.
Founded Sept. 19, 2006, the Hall
of Fame was created to preserve the
history of black education in West
Virginia prior to 1954 and to honor
African-American role models of
yesterday.
The Hall of Fame induction categories include: the Greatest of the
Great; sports-academic; lifetime Frederick Beecher Chiles Jr., minister of music
at St. Christopher, Charleston, and his daughachievement; Icons award; Legends ter, Christie Annette Chiles Twillie, are new
award and Vanguard honors. The members of the West Virginia All Black Schools
Icons award goes to the last living Sports and Academic Hall of Fame.
faculty, staff or school personnel,
while the Legends award is bestowed upon “pioneers of progress” and the Vanguard award goes to the heirs of a member who has shown leadership and is at

