Dayspring

The Newspaper of the Episcopal Diocese of West Virginia
Volume 113, Number 1

May 2015

Church’s Top Leaders Address Province Meeting in Martinsburg
By Linda S. Comins
The Episcopal Church’s top leaders visited West Virginia for Province III’s annual synod meeting
and orientation for General Convention deputies. Sessions were
held April 26-28 at the Holiday Inn
in Martinsburg.
The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts
Schori, Presiding Bishop; the Rt.
Rev. Stacy Sauls, chief operating
officer; the Rev. Gay Clark Jennings, president of the House of
Deputies, and the Rev. Canon Michael Barlowe, executive officer of
the General Convention, spoke to
the gathering on April 27, addressing the Five Marks of Mission, the
state of the church and preparations for General Convention.
In addition, reports were presented from the Task Force for Reimagining the Episcopal Church
and the Task Force for the Study
of Marriage. Updates were given
on the search process for the next
Presiding Bishop and on the draft
budget for 2016-18.
The Presiding Bishop opened her
remarks by commenting, “We’ve
been created for abundant life.” A
maturing church, she observed, is
self-extending, self-governing and
self-sustaining; “lives in generous
and interdependent relationship
with other parts of the body” and
has “faith that God has provided
what is necessary for the mission
of God in that place.’
The budget proposed for consideration at the 2015 General Convention “is grounded in a dream
of growing capacity for transformation in every member in the
church,” she said. “The Five Marks
of Mission continue to teach and
challenge us to be interdependent
parts of the Body of Christ.”
Discussing those marks, Jefferts
Schori observed that “members
are formed in local communities,
in congregations.” She said the
church is trying new forms and
methods and is learning to share
educational resources.
She said, “As a church, we’re
learning to hear people crying in
the desert and improving our ability to see the least of these … We’re
all related, and our well-being depends upon the well-being of our
neighbors.
“Most forms of injustice are related to unequal distribution of
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The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori, Presiding Bishop of The Episcopal
Church, and Bishop Klusmeyer chat after her presentation at the Province III
synod meeting in Martinsburg on April 27.

power or resources,” the Presiding
Bishop commented. “When we
pursue peace in our communities,
the effects reflect far beyond our
neighborhood.”
On Earth, “our well-being is
connected with the well-being of
every other part of Creation,” she
said. “It’s our responsibility to care
for God’s body of Creation. We begin to see the signs of abundant life
when we care for Creation.”
Sauls said the budget approved
by General Convention in 2012
was the first to make mission its
stated priority, with relatively
large sums allocated to mission
initiatives under the Five Marks of
Mission. In a major step forward,
he said, the Domestic and Foreign
Missionary Society was directed to
report on what was accomplished.
To that end, a report to the church
was issued in January in the form
of an interactive, online magazine
with the theme of “We Are All
Missionaries.”
The Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society “is all about build-

ing partnerships with you and your
dioceses,” Sauls told the Province
III group.
Sauls said 38 congregations
across the church were started between 2012 and 2015, with grants
from the general church budget
totaling near $1.7 million. Some
were traditional churches, but the
majority were started in mission
enterprise zones to reach young
people and minorities.
The church also is working toward a goal for Province IX in
Latin America to become selfsustainable by 2030. Sauls said
the Dominican Republic no longer
needs an operating grant; Honduras is expected to be self-sustaining
by the end of the next triennium.
Sauls also spoke of ongoing
earthquake recovery work in Haiti
and of a goal to expand missionary
service, especially among young
people. “It’s all about mission – all
the time, at every level,” he said.
Jennings predicted that the General Convention is “going to be a
great celebration in a lot of ways.”
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The House of Deputies will celebrate the 230th anniversary of the
first General Convention in 1785,
she said. This year also marks
the 75th anniversary of Episcopal
Relief and Development and the
125th anniversary of the United
Thank Offering.
Referring to the TREC report,
Jennings commented, “Structural
reform is healthy and right.” She
cautioned, “We need to restructure, but we also need to stop
thinking that structural reform will
save The Episcopal Church.”
Jennings remarked, “Everything
we do at General Convention is
about ensuring that the mission of
The Episcopal Church is strong ...
We are the servants of mission.”
Deputies approaching General
Convention should “remember
that you and the people we serve
are the beloved children of God,”
Jennings said. She also encouraged deputies to “seek and serve
Christ in all people” and “show up
in body, mind and spirit.”
Regarding the demographics
of the 2015 General Convention,
Jennings said 52 percent of the
868 deputies are male, and most
deputies were born in the 1950s.
The oldest deputy is 90, while the
youngest is 18. Of the deputies, 77
percent are Caucasian, 9 percent
are African-American or AfroCaribbean, 7 percent are Hispanic,
3 percent are indigenous, 2 percent
are Asian, 1 percent is native Hawaiian or islander and 1 percent is
of mixed heritage, she said.
Jennings said that 46 percent of
deputies are first-time participants
and 20 percent of deputies are
serving for the second time.
General Convention takes place
June 25 to July 3 in Salt Lake City.
The nearly paperless, high-tech
convention will be held in the Salt
Palace Convention Center, one of
the greenest structures in the country, Barlowe said.
In a portion of the provincial
session devoted to issues that will
come before the General Convention, Margaret Shannon, a TREC
task force member from Houston, Texas, described proposed
changes to the church’s structure.
The rationale for the structural
proposals, she said, is to achieve
clearer responsibility, greater ac-

countability, faster and more effective decision-making, greater
support in decision-making, more
responsiveness to local needs and
mission in the use of collective resources, and clarifying roles while
maintaining polity.
The most controversial proposal,
she noted, calls for establishing a
unicameral body, rather than having separate houses of deputies
and bishops. It is proposed that the
Presiding Bishop and the Presiding Officer would be elected by lay
deputies, clergy deputies and bishops. Currently, the House of Bishops elects the Presiding Bishop,
and the House of Deputies elects
its president. It also is proposed
that the size of deputations be reduced from the current four lay
and four clergy deputies to three
deputies from each order.
Bishop Klusmeyer and the Rev.
Ruth Lawson Kirk, both members
of the Joint Nominating Committee for the Election of the Presiding Bishop, gave a report on the
search process. Four nominees
were announced May 1.
The Rev. Patricia Downing,
a member of the Joint Standing
Committee on Program, Budget
and Finance, reported on the proposed $120.4 million budget for
2016-18. She said it represents a
$9 million increase over the last
triennium.
Downing said the draft budget
proposes a gradual reduction in
giving from dioceses; increases
funding for new church starts and
mission enterprise zones; places a
high priority on youth and young
adult programs; establishes world
mission grants to dioceses and
partners; expands grants for covenant partners; clarifies UTO operating expenses and restores Anglican Communion funding to a
pre-2012 level.
Carolyn Chilton, a member of the
Task Force for the Study of Marriage, said the group has developed two resolutions: one calling
for rewriting the marriage canon
and one calling for continuing the
task force’s work.
Linda S. Comins is the Dayspring
editor and a member of the Diocese
of West Virginia’s deputation to
General Convention.
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The Bishop’s Column
I have heard.
I am struck by the contrast and
similarity between Morning
Prayer and Evening Prayer; between Rite One and Rite Two;
The Baptismal Liturgy and the
Ordination Rite.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in
Christ,
Each Sunday, as I preside at
the Altar and lead the liturgy
throughout the Diocese of West
Virginia, I am continually struck
by the language of our Prayer
Book. Quite honestly, it doesn’t
seem to be dependent upon my
particular mood on any given day
-- but each and every Sunday, I
am drawn to a different line or
passage.
I mentioned this to a few friends
who suggested that I might want
to write a book on “striking passages” from the Book of Common Prayer, along with some reflections or meditations on those
particular words. It’s an interesting concept, and while I’ve heard
that everyone has a book “inside
of them, waiting to come out,”
I’ve never really thought of myself as someone who might write
a book.
Nonetheless, I continue to find
the striking passages of the Book
of Common Prayer to be some of
the most thought-provoking lines

The words are more than just
words. They are what we believe. So -- what does it mean,
when in Rite One, it clearly states
that “we are not worthy so much
as to gather up the crumbs under
thy table,” while in Eucharistic
Prayer B, of Rite Two, we state
“we are worthy to stand before
you?” Obviously there is a shift
of a change in our understanding,
from penitent sinner, to redeemed
sinner. I believe that there are
times for each of these realities,
and we need to meditate on that.
During this Easter Season, it is
the appropriate time to present
persons for Baptism, and Confirmation (certainly whenever
the Bishop makes a visit, it is appropriate for both of these Sacraments, but Easter is the opportune
season.)
During these visits, the words
and affirmations for Confirmation
stand out in my mind. But, it is not
just for those being Confirmed or
Reaffirming their Baptismal faith.
The Rite of Confirmation/Reception/Reaffirmation and Baptism is
a time when the entire congregation is called to renew their own
baptismal vows. Confirmation is
an adult affirmation of the vows
that were made for a Christian
at their baptism. When we, as a
Community of Faith, present people to the bishop for Confirmation, it is also the responsibility
of the parish to support them, and

Bishop’s Ring Donated

to renew our own commitment to
Jesus Christ.
DO YOU REAFFIRM YOUR
RENUNCIATION OF EVIL?
I do.
DO YOU RENEW
COMMITMENT TO
CHRIST?

YOUR
JESUS

I do, and with God’s grace I will
follow him as my Savior and Lord.
Aren’t these also the questions
that we are asked every day of our
lives? Do we not need to remind
ourselves of the promises that
were made for us, and that we
have reaffirmed as adults?
The Rite of Confirmation is for
all of us -- thought-provoking and
insightful. It makes us look deep
within ourselves to find what is
really at the center of our being.
All this, we ask through the
power of the Spirit, working that
which is well pleasing in God’s
sight.
May the Lord, who has begun a
good work in you, direct and uphold you in the service of Christ
and his kingdom. Amen.
May you continue to have a glorious Easter Season, and may the
power of the Risen Christ bless
and keep you.
Faithfully,
The Rt Rev W Michie Klusmeyer
Bishop of West Virginia

The Episcopal Diocese of
West Virginia
Bishop
The Rt. Rev. W. Michie Klusmeyer
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Church Cookbook Being Sold
St. Michael’s Episcopal Church in Kingwood is selling a cookbook called “Feeding the
Flock.” The 297-recipe publication reflects recipes from church founders, former congregants, present parishioners and their family and friends. Tidbits and memories from
former members will hold readers’ interest and frame a history of the church. Recipes
from 60 years of breaking bread together provides an opportunity to recall
how past chefs remain an integral part of today’s church.

Rosemary Atkinson, widow of the Rt. Rev. Robert B. Atkinson, has
given his Bishop’s ring to the Diocese. He was the fifth Bishop of
West Virginia.

To reserve a copy of the cookbook, call 304-329-1073 or send
an email to waneila@aol.com. The cost is $15, plus $6.10 for
postage. Checks should be made payable to St. Michael’s ECW
and sent to: St. Michael’s Episcopal Church, P.O. Box 543,
Kingwood, WV 26537.
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Four Chosen as Nominees for 27th Presiding Bishop

[Episcopal News Service]
The Joint Nominating Committee for the Election of the Presiding Bishop May 1 announced
the names of the bishops it will
nominate this summer to succeed
Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori.
The four names will be formally
submitted to the General Convention during a joint session on June
26, the day prior to the day set for
the election by the House of Bishops of the 27th presiding bishop.
The nominees are:

The Rt. Rev. Thomas Breidenthal,
64, Diocese of Southern Ohio
The Rt. Rev. Michael Curry, 62,
Diocese of North Carolina
The Rt. Rev. Ian Douglas, 56,
Diocese of Connecticut
The Rt. Rev. Dabney Smith, 61,
Diocese of Southwest Florida
The committee’s formal announcement, along with biographical information about each
nominee, is posted on the General
Convention website.
Breidenthal was dean of religious life and of the chapel at
Princeton University in New Jersey when he was elected on Nov.
11, 2006, to be the ninth bishop of
Southern Ohio. He was ordained
and consecrated April 28, 2007.
He earned a Bachelor of Arts
degree in 1974 from Portland
State University, a Master of Arts
degree from the University of
Victoria in British Columbia in
1977, a Master of Divinity degree
in 1981 from Church Divinity
School of the Pacific and a Doctor
of Philosophy degree in theology
from Oxford University in 1991.
Curry was the rector of St.
James’ Episcopal Church, Balti-

Diocesan Altar Guild
Annual Meeting
Memorial Church of the
Good Shepherd
Parkersburg
June 13
10 a.m.

For more information or to
register, contact Darlene Slusher by email at darlene.slusher@
frontier.com or Hollie Mitchell at wmitch8315@aol.com.

more, Md., when he was elected
on Feb. 11, 2000, to be the 11th
bishop of North Carolina. He was
ordained and consecrated on June
17, 2000.
He earned a Bachelor of Arts
degree in 1975 from Hobart and
William Smith College, in Geneva, N.Y., and a Master of Divinity
degree in 1978 from the Berkeley
Divinity School at Yale.
Douglas was the Angus Dun
Professor of Mission and World
Christianity at Episcopal Divinity School when he was elected on Oct. 24, 2009, to be the
15th bishop of Connecticut. He
was ordained and consecrated on
April 17, 2010.
He earned a Bachelor of Arts
degree in 1980 from Middlebury
(Vt.) College and a Master of Education degree in counseling and
consulting psychology from the
Harvard Graduate School of Education in 1982. Douglas earned a
Master of Divinity degree from
Harvard Divinity School in 1983.
In 1993, he earned a Doctor of
Philosophy degree in religious
studies from Boston University.
Smith was rector of Trinity
Church, New Orleans, La., when
he was elected on Dec. 9, 2006, to
be the fifth bishop of Southwest
Florida. He was ordained and
consecrated on Sept. 15, 2007.
He earned a Bachelor of Arts
degree in broadcasting production from the University of
South Florida in Tampa in 1980,
a Master of Divinity degree in
1987 from Nashotah House and
a Doctor of Ministry degree from
Seabury-Western
Theological
Seminary with special focus on

congregational development in
1999.
The announcement of the nominees opened a 12-day process to
be followed by any bishop or deputy who wanted to nominate from
the floor a bishop not on the committee’s slate. On May 12, the
committee announced that no additional bishops were nominated.
Jefferts Schori and President of
the House of Deputies the Rev.
Gay Clark Jennings recently
wrote to their houses with information about the bishops’ election and deputies’ confirmation
process that will be followed at
convention
All of the nominees will be given the opportunity to address both
houses of General Convention
the afternoon of June 24. Their
names will be formally submitted
to the General Convention during
a joint session of the two houses
on June 26.
Bishops will gather at the Convention Eucharist at 9:30 a.m. on
June 27 in the Salt Palace Convention Center. Following that,
the bishops with seat, voice and
vote will board buses to travel
to St. Mark’s Cathedral, where
the election will take place in the
context of prayer and reflection.
Once the election has taken
place, Jefferts Schori will send a
delegation to Jennings to inform
her of the name of the bishop
who has been elected. Jennings
will refer the name to the House
of Deputies legislative committee
on the Confirmation of the Presiding Bishop without announcing
the name to the full House. The
legislative committee will make a

recommendation to the House of
Deputies whether to confirm the
election or not confirm, and the
House of Deputies will immediately vote on the recommendation. Jennings will then appoint
a delegation of deputies to notify
the House of Bishops of the action taken.
“No communication is permitted from the House of Bishops
during the election and until confirmation is received. I know this
will be a challenge, but ask your
cooperation and faithfulness to
our mutual life and accountability,” Jefferts Schori said in her
letter to the bishops.
The presiding bishop-elect will
preach at the convention’s closing
Eucharist on July 3, and Jefferts
Schori will preside. The presiding
bishop-elect’s nine-year term officially begins Nov. 1.
The presiding bishop is primate
and chief pastor of the church,
chair of the Executive Council,
and president of the Domestic
and Foreign Missionary Society.
The 78th General Convention
meets June 25 through July 3 in
Salt Lake City, Utah.
Bishop Klusmeyer serves on
the Joint Nominating Committee
for the Election of the Presiding
Bishop as a representative from
Province III.

Photos top to bottom:
The Rt. Rev. Thomas Breidenthal
The Rt. Rev. Michael Curry
The Rt. Rev. Ian Douglas
The Rt. Rev. Dabney Smith

Jubilee Ministry Grant Awarded in Huntington
St. John’s House Learning and
Development Center in Huntington has been awarded a $32,200
Episcopal Church Jubilee Grant.
The center received a Development Grant which, officials said,
“was awarded to a Jubilee ministry that has demonstrated a new
or re-visioned strategy and methodology to make an impact both
locally and beyond itself.”
Samuel McDonald, director of
mission and deputy chief operating officer, announced 14 recipients of the Episcopal Church Jubilee Grants totaling $49,965 to
support mission and ministry in
11 dioceses.
Jubilee Ministries are congregations or agencies with connections to The Episcopal Church,
designated by diocesan bishops
and affirmed by Executive Council, whose mission work affects

the lives of those in need, addressing basic human needs and
justice issues.
In awarding the grant, officials
stated: “The Center has counteracted addiction, violence, incarceration and poverty for over 20
years. St. John’s House Learning
and Development Center strives
to break the cycle of poverty afflicting their region, strengthening every child’s self-esteem,
self-confidence,
interpersonal
skills and attitudes toward education. The grant will enable the
implementation of a new vision
and mission strategy in several
areas of their prograwms.”
St. John’s House Learning and
Development Center serves more
than 130 children who live at the
Marcum Terrace housing complex in Huntington, The center
provides a hot meal, learning op-

portunities and play time.
The Rev. Canon E. Mark Stevenson, missioner with the Domestic Poverty Justice and Advocacy Ministries Mission, visited
the center and met the children
on Feb. 26. In an interview with
the Huntington Herald-Dispatch
newspaper, he said St. John’s
House stood out against more
than 40 other applicants because
of its long history with success
and vision for the future.
“They combine taking care of
immediate needs like feeding the
kids, but they are also dealing
with the long-term systemic issues,” Stevenson told the newspaper. “Education is a core piece of
the cycle of poverty. The earlier
we can get kids educated and get
them to enjoy learning and reading, then we have a much better
chance of getting them through

school and able to get out of an
awful situation.”
The center has a partnership
with the Marshall University’s
communication disorders department and is led by graduate assistants and student volunteers.
Jerry Coleman, executive director of St. John’s House, said
the grant will be used to keep the
program expanding. He said they
hope to create a new community
resource position and volunteer
coordinator position, start a summer literacy program, purchase
new equipment and build cubicles to store the children’s coats
and book bags.
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Bishop Klusmeyer: ‘We Are Called to Do Church at All Times in All Places’
By Linda S. Comins

Reflecting on the 2014 Diocesan Convention theme, “Let’s Do
Church,” the Rt. Rev. W. Michie
Klusmeyer told delegates, “We have
much to do to take the Gospel out into
the world, and we have to change.”
The 137th annual convention was
held at the Charleston Marriott Oct.
24-26. Trinity Church, Parkersburg,
served as the host congregation.
Delivering his annual address, the
bishop said the slogan, “The Episcopal Church welcomes you,” is too
passive. “We have to stop welcoming
people. We have to start inviting people: ‘The Episcopal Church expects
you to come and join us.’ We’re going to send people out,” he said. “We
need to go out and walk the highways
and byways and alleys and the slums
and bring them in because we need to
INVITE.”
Bishop Klusmeyer commented,
“We are to be fishers of people, not
keepers of the aquarium. Church is a
verb. We are called to do church at all
times in all places. I believe that the
world we live in is hurting and longing to hear God’s good word.”
Observing that followers of Christ
have been sent into the world to
spread God’s good news, he said, “I
believe that God’s Holy Spirit can
change the world.”
During a legislative session, convention delegates approved the
diocese’s $1.96 million budget for
2015. Karen Klein of Charleston was
elected as the diocese’s first female
chancellor; previously, she served as
a vice chancellor.
David M. Kersey of Bluefield
was elected as a diocesan trustee.
The Rev. Dr. Chip Graves, rector of
Trinity, Huntington, and John Beall
of Morgantown were elected to the
Standing Committee.
Delegates passed an amended resolution asking the bishop to appoint
a task force to study camping ministries; a report is to be made to the
2015 convention. Delegates tabled a
resolution that asked for the Canons
to be amended to permit Diocesan

Council members to serve two consecutive terms and to allow retired,
but active, clergy to serve on Diocesan Council. The matter was referred
to the Constitution and Canons Committee to draft a new resolution for
2015. Delegates defeated a resolution
calling for a merger of the Southwestern and Kanawha deaneries.
Convention delegates ratified the
election of representatives to Diocesan Council: the Rev. Jon White,
New Southern Deanery; Karen Dalby, Northern Deanery, and Phil Steptoe, Eastern Deanery.
New clergy were introduced: the
Rev. Melissa Remington, St. Christopher, Charleston; the Rev. John
Unger, St. John’s, Harpers Ferry, and
the Rev. Brian Shoda, St. Mark’s,
Berkeley Springs, and Mount Zion,
Hedgesville.
The convention’s Eucharist offering was designated for the Church
Periodical Club. Bishop Klusmeyer
announced that offerings collected at
his visitations in 2015 will be designated for reading camps.
The Rev. Canon Donald Vinson
spoke about reading camps, saying
that the people involved in this program are “some of my personal heroes.”
In 2014, dozens of children participated in the program, and a new
camp was launched in Charleston.
“They lost their phobia for reading in
an Episcopal church,” he said. “People who build with solid foundation
are building for the future.
“This is a project that is going to
make a difference in our state,” Canon Vinson commented “It’s remarkable, amazing work you are doing
in organizing and putting on reading
camps.”
Sara Gunter, the new diocesan director of youth ministry, said she
wants to dream and plan with congregations. “I love working with youth,”
she said, adding that her goal is “to
support the parish ministry that is already happening or could happen.”
Lori Osborne, director of the High-

land Educational Project, reported
that HEP received a Grow Appalachia grant to address food insecurity
in McDowell County. With the grant
funds, HEP started a community garden with raised beds and helped participants to start home gardens. The
work and share project had another
successful year, with a greenhouse
being constructed at the center and
porch repairs being made to houses
in the community, she said.
During the awards banquet on Oct.
25, Bishop Klusmeyer presented the
Bishop’s Cross to retiring diocesan
trustee Carlyle Farnsworth of Wheeling. The bishop called the longtime
trustee “an absolute gift to this diocese and to me and to Lawrencefield
Parish.”
The Rev. Ralph W. Dunkin, bishop
of the West Virginia-Western Maryland Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, was the
banquet speaker. “Let’s do church,
Resurrection-style,” he urged, noting,
“This is no longer your mother’s and
father’s church.
“We can no longer open the doors
and expect visitors to come in. We’ve
got to find new ways to get out of the
church and get into the world,” Bishop Dunkin said. Christians need to
examine the question of “how do we
do church differently and help people
see Jesus,” he said.
Bishop Dunkin commented,
“Church today cannot be the church
of our parents. We have to get out
of our pews to reach folks and tell
them about Jesus … People want to
be reached. People aren’t knocking
down our doors. We have to do it and
bring them,” he added.
Delivering the sermon at the convention’s Festive Eucharist on Oct.
26, Bishop Dunkin observed that
answering God’s call requires love,
practice, persistence and perspiration. Staying close to God involves
daily prayer, reading Scripture every
day, weekly worship and tithing, he
said. He called for “a stubborn, unwavering love of God and a commit-

ment to our fellow man.”
The Rev. Jeffrey S. Allen, executive
director of the West Virginia Council
of Churches, was the guest speaker at
the convention’s opening dinner Oct.
24. A United Methodist minister, he
began his ministry at two churches in
McDowell County.
The Council of Churches’ disaster
relief efforts have included helping
people affected by a severe summer
wind storm in 2012 and the major
chemical spill in Charleston in 2014.
The group’s spiritual care program
has been fine-tuned after the Upper Big Branch mining disaster. The
council “builds relationships that
witness to the love of God and Jesus
Christ,” he said.
The interfaith group continues to
be active in peace and justice issues,
Allen said. In 2014, the council was
a sponsor for a series of community
dialogues, “What’s Next for West
Virginia,” and for a discussion on
the sanctity of life. In divisive times,
having “an ability to see and hear
each other is at our core” as a council, he said.
Allen also led a convention forum,
“Anchored in Faith, Together for
the Voyage.” He explained that two
tiers of disaster services are offered
in the state: spiritual care at family
assistance centers and spiritual care
and pastoral crisis intervention for
first responders who are dealing with
trauma.
“At Upper Big Branch, we noticed
there are all kinds of spiritual needs,”
he said. It’s important to have as
many clergy as possible to be available, he added.
Clergy who undergo training are
listed on a registry for disaster service. “The broader the representation
we can get, the more spiritual care we
can give,” Allen said.
The Council of Churches wants to
have a liaison for each of the state’s
six regions and eventually have county liaisons, he said. The group also
plans to work with the Kanawha Pastoral Counseling Center to provide

debriefing for clergy and laity.
When families learned of the deaths
in the Upper Big Branch mine, “it
really hit the crowd very hard and
people had a lot of different reactions,” Allen recalled. “Everyone in
that room was traumatized. The more
training you had, the better able you
were to respond to these families’
needs.”
In another area of interest, the
Council of Churches participated in
a statewide conversation about West
Virginia’s economic future, Allen
said. Other programs of the council
include organizing a gathering of
campus pastors, West Virginia Power
and Light, a prisoner re-entry project
and Faith Matters Day at the Legislature.
Another forum was led by Katherine “Katie” Conway, an immigration
and refugee policy analyst for The
Episcopal Church’s Office of Government Relations, located in Washington, D.C. She encouraged people
to sign up online for the Episcopal
Public Policy Network, an advocacy
group that issues newsletters and action alert messages.
The Office of Government Relations has general resources to assist
state public policy networks. At present, state networks exist in Connecticut, Colorado and Maryland.
“You know local players better than
we do,” Conway commented. “We
can provide funding and technology.
We’re looking to partner with dioces-

Photo by Linda S. Comins
Bishop Klusmeyer and Lutheran Bishop Ralph Dunkin chat after the Diocesan Convention
awards banquet. Bishop Dunkin was the guest speaker at the banquet and the preacher for
the closing Eucharist.

es to form state networks.”
In the past year, 12 bishops and 26
young people spent three days together in Washington for media training and confidence building related
to public policy issues. “It was an
incredibly inspiring event,” Conway
said. “They have shared what they
learned with people at home.”
Episcopal Youth Event participants
Elizabeth Castle, Alex Canfield and
Sarah Ivey served as facilitators for
a forum on EYE 2014, held in Philadelphia.
Canon Vinson offered a forum on

Photo by Linda S. Comins
Acolytes lead the procession into the Festive Eucharist on the closing day of Diocesan
Convention.

the convention theme, “Let’s Do
Church.” Representatives cited several programs as examples of ministries being offered by congregations
in the diocese. These ministries include feeding programs and meal distribution sites; food pantries; clothes
closets; tutoring and educational programs for children; child care; afterschool care and offering space and
support for helping organizations.
Linda S. Comins is the Dayspring
editor and a delegate from St.
Matthew’s, Wheeling.

Photo by Linda S. Comins
Photo by Linda S. Comins
Photo by Linda S. Comins
Photo by Linda S. Comins
Photo by Linda S. Comins
The host congregation, Trinity Church, Parkersburg, provides a Peterkin Director Daisy McBride shows a photo on her phone to Junior Daughters of the King members sell Nativity sets at a United Thank Offering coordinator Becky Szabo, left, and Wom- Bishop Klusmeyer presents the Bishop’s Cross award to longbountiful spread in the hospitality room at the Charleston Marriott Bishop Klusmeyer.
booth at Diocesan Convention.
en’s Ministries convener Becki Krzywdik prepare to receive the time diocesan trustee Carlyle Farnsworth of Wheeling.
during Diocesan Convention.
UTO ingathering at Diocesan Convention’s closing service.

Photo by Linda S. Comins
Bishop Klusmeyer consecrates the wine for Holy Eucharist at the closing service of Diocesan
Convention. Lutheran Bishop Ralph Dunkin, at left, was the preacher for the festive service.
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News from the Deaneries
Eastern Deanery
ST. STEPHEN’S, Romney:
Healing services are offered twice
each month. Candy Ponchak
became part of the Order of Saint
Luke and was trained as a convener. She trained Barbara Steele,
and the two of them alternate at
the services. The small congregation continues to provide significant outreach. The major project,
which has been in place for over
20 years, involves purchasing
complete food baskets for families and gifts for their children at
Christmas. At Halloween, “trick
or treat” stations are set up for
children from the West Virginia
School for the Deaf and Blind.
Homemade cookies are provided for the community Lenten
lunches and food is collected for
the local food pantry. A baptism
scheduled this spring will bring
into the church family the fourth
child of the ninth generation of
members who have been part of
Hampshire County’s Episcopal
congregation, even before the
building of St. Stephen’s.
GRACE, Middleway: Support
of Jefferson County Community
Ministries continued with the annual pancake supper on March
28. The congregation furnished
the food and did the cooking, and
all proceeds were given to to Jefferson County Community Ministries.
ST. JOHN’S, Harpers Ferry:
Members began Holy Week with
the sweeping of the streets with
the other two churches led by the
Rev. John Unger, St. John’s Lutheran and Bolivar United Methodist. Maundy Thursday service
was held at St. John’s Lutheran,
Good Friday at Bolivar United
Methodist and Easter sunrise service in the Harper Cemetery.
ZION, Charles Town: The
church’s 200th anniversary is
being celebrated with several
events throughout the year. “Acts
of Devotion,” a book written by
Jonathan Brown for the 200th
anniversary of Zion Episcopal
Church on its present site in
Charles Town, can be purchased
by contacting the office at Zion.
A book signing was held on
March 1. The book assesses, over
the period from 1770 to 2000, the
impact of secular national, state
and county economic and political development, such as civil
war and civil rights and the role
of women, on the parish. On the
religious side, the book examines the role of Zion’s vestry, its
prominent lay members and its
clergy including the four clergymen who went on to become

bishops of the church, including
a presiding bishop of The Episcopal Church. Ruby Sales, civil
rights activist, was in the community and at Zion April 18-19.
The Rev. Dr. Susan Smith was
the preacher and celebrant at
Zion on April 19. Most recently,
she was named the first Gordon
G. Cosby Seasoned Voices Fellow by the Spirit House Project,
an organization that has been on
the forefront for social justice for
decades. After a number of activities and guest speakers throughout the year, the celebration will
end with the bishop’s visit and
rededication of Zion on Nov. 1.
ST. PHILIP’S, Charles Town:
The church is being served by the
Rev. Joseph Rivers who resides
in Westchester, Pa. The annual
Women’s Day program will be
held at 3 p.m. May 17. Women
from churches in the community
participate and attend this event.
St. Philip’s serves as a host for
state and local candidates’ forums, two AA groups and the
Jefferson County branch of the
NAACP.
TRINITY,
Shepherdstown:
The Lenten series featuring “The
Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe” was a delightful time despite being snowed out twice.
Helping were members of the
Spiritual Life Committee: Tom
Miller, Shannon Taylor, Julie Study, Annette VanHilst
and Libby Sturm; chef Jordon
Thompson and Frank Coe,
technical guru. The observance
of Holy Week included a Seder
dinner on Thursday with more
than 70 people attending followed by Holy Eucharist and
stripping of the altar, continuing with the Vigil going into the
Good Friday service from noon
until 3 p.m. The Good Friday service was sponsored by the Jefferson County Ministerial Association and hosted by Trinity. There
was a Baptism on Easter Eve and
Festive Eucharist at 8 a.m. and
10 a.m. on Easter day followed
by an Easter egg hunt.

was offered on Dec. 23 for those
who suffer in their hearts during
the holiday season. ConneXions
presented “Preparing for Advent Through Mindfulness” on
Nov. 20; Sue Julian and Barbara Steinke presented simple
meditative yoga exercises. St.
Ambrose Choir presented choral
Evensong on Nov. 2.
ST. MARK’S, St. Albans: A
Festival of Nine Lessons and
Carols was offered on Dec. 14.
ST. MATTHEW’S, Charleston:
Living in Love, a workshop for
married couples, was planned
May 2. The Rev. John Kevern
gave a talk on the Book of Common Prayer on March 14. Representatives from a number of faith
traditions spoke at a Lenten dinner program on “Forgiveness.”
The Rev. Zach Drennen visited
on Nov. 23 and spoke at both services about the Elewana Project
in Kenya. Members made their
own Advent wreathes during a
workshop. The Pastoral Care
Committee assembled and delivered cookie trays for parishioners
in need during the Christmas season.
HOLY TRINITY,
Logan:
Award-winning fine art photographer Melissa T. Hall exhibited
her work as “Art and Taizé” and
“Art, Dominoes and Deserts” in
November.

Southwestern Deanery
ST. JOHN’S, Huntington: A
reading camp is planned for July
6-10. The West Virginia Symphony Chorus presented a concert on May 3.
ST. PETER’S, Huntington: A
presentation of Handel’s “Messiah” was offered during Advent.
The children and youth presented
a Christmas musical.

New Southern Deanery

Kanawha Deanery

ST. ANDREW’S, Oak Hill:
Free spiritual revival workshops
were held in November.

ST. JOHN’S, Charleston: A
concert series featured St. Cecilia Chamber Players and soprano Amanda-Joyce Abbott
on March 26 and organist Johan
Botes on April 26; the series concludes with a performance by
St. Ambrose Choir on May 17.
Bishop Klusmeyer presided at
Holy Eucharist and blessing of
throats on Feb. 3 for the Feast of
St. Blasius. A service of solace

CHRIST CHURCH, Bluefield:
Terry Whittington is being recognized for 50 years of service as
the organist; he began playing at
Christ Church in 1965. Bluefield
native James Lilly is the new
youth and outreach missioner;
he is working on an Episcopal
campus ministry, Canterbury
Association, at Bluefield State
College. The Rev. Chad Slater
gamely took a pie in the face on

April 19, after challenging the
congregation to exceed the Easter Day 2014 attendance of 80
people; this year, attendance was
87 on Easter. The outreach committee is giving monthly gifts to
the Mercer County Fellowship
Home that provides housing and
rehabilitative services to adult
men who are in recovery from
substance abuse. A Seder meal
was offered. The Shrove Tuesday pancake supper went on as
scheduled despite a foot of snow
and frigid temperatures.

a Lenten dinner series, “Who
Were They?” studying five Biblical people. Toys and clothes were
given to an adopted family with
three children at Christmas. An
Advent tea for women was held.
The 65th annual book sale was
successful. Thanksgiving baskets
were prepared. A Blessing of the
Animals service was offered.
Seven singers from Marietta College choirs are serving as Trinity
choral scholars this year.

Northern Deanery
Monongahela Deanery
CHRIST CHURCH, Clarksburg: An Advent Quiet Morning
Retreat with the Rev. Dr. Frank
Wade was presented on Dec. 6.
Wade, now retired, is a native of
Fairmont and a former rector at
Memorial Church of the Good
Shepherd in Parkersburg. He also
served for many years at the St.
Alban’s Parish at the National
Cathedral in Washington, D.C.

Ohio Valley Deanery
GOOD SHEPHERD, Parkersburg: The children’s drama
group, directed by Carolynne
Cooper, presented a Christmas
pageant. Along with the children,
a few adults held supporting
roles. Cooper presents four dramas a year with the children. A
karaoke night was held, accompanied by an Italian meal and
lots of fun singing. The Deanery Elewana dinner was held
for the Rev. Zach Drennen and
the Elewana Education Project
on Nov. 13 at DaVinci’s with
donors giving $13,000 for his
project in Kenya. Sunday suppers at Good Shepherd are held
the last Sunday of each month for
the purpose of feeding people in
the church neighborhood; meals
are prepared by volunteers. The
Christmas adopted families project served 85 families this year;
Carol and John Lathrop were in
charge of the project as they are
every year. A quiet hour of meditation and reflection on the Annunciation was held Dec. 14 as a
respite from the noisy hubbub of
Christmas preparations.
TRINITY, Parkersburg: The
Rev. Larry Jackson’s last Sunday before retirement is scheduled to be June 21. A new outreach ministry provides weekend
snack sacks for children at
McKinley
School.
A“Fine
Junque” sale was held May 1-2.
The Rev. Art Bennett presented

OLDE ST. JOHN’S, Colliers:
The ECW and congregation prepared 12 Thanksgiving baskets
for those in need. A working
mother with three girls was chosen as the Christmas family; the
whole church purchased presents
and ECW provided Christmas
dinner supplies as well as extra
for their pantry. Gift bags were
given to the 12 girls at Brooke
Place, a home for girls at risk.
LAWRENCEFIELD PARISH,
Wheeling: An Easter Vigil service was conducted. The Rev.
Cynthia Byers Walter led a
ConneXions workshop, “Art in
Advent,” at the Carnegie Museum of Art in Pittsburgh.
ST. LUKE’S, Wheeling: Volunteers, led by Donald Rebich,
prepared and served a Christmas
Day dinner for those in need in
the community.
ST. MATTHEW’S, Wheeling:
Planning has begun for the firstever Flower Festival to be held
June 5-7; the event will include
floral displays, high tea and a
concert, with proceeds going to
the new organ fund. The Rev.
Dr. Bonnie Thurston presented a Lenten study series for the
Episcopal churches of Wheeling
and Moundsville. . Music director Robert Troeger organized
another successful Friday Lenten
concert series. The parish choir’s
busy season included presenting
choral Evensong for All Saints
Day, an Advent procession of lesson and carols and choral Vespers
for Lent. Food, clothing, toys and
gift cards were presented to 80
Ohio County families at Christmas. The Rev. Zach Drennen
was the guest preacher on Nov.
16 and spoke about the Elewana
Education Project at a covereddish luncheon.
Please send news from your congregations and high-resolution
photographs to Dayspring Editor Linda S. Comins by email at
lcomins7@gmail.com.
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Diocesan Family News
Bishop Klusmeyer will institute
the Rev. David Brian Shoda as
rector of St. Mark’s, Berkeley
Springs, and Mount Zion, Hedgesville, at 7 p.m. June 2 at St.
Mark’s, Berkeley Springs.
Bishop Klusmeyer will institute
the Rev. Melissa Remington
as rector of St. Christopher,
Charleston, at 6:30 p.m. April
23.
The Rev. Marquita Hutchens
has been appointed as priest
in charge at St John’s Church,
Charleston. She began her duties
on Advent I. Most recently, she
served as the associate at Christ
Church, New Bern, in the Diocese of East Carolina.
Sally Lane of St. James, Lewisburg, is the diocese’s new Reading Camp coordinator. She can
be contacted by email at sallyxlane@gmail.com.
The Rev. Larry Jackson, rector
of Trinity, Parkersburg, plans to
retire, effective July 1.
The Rev Canon Faith Perrizo
has resigned, effective Dec. 31,
after serving on the diocesan
staff for 11 years. She has accepted a call to be the interim
rector at St Stephen’s Church,
Columbus, Ohio.
The Rev Canon Donald Vinson
has retired, after extending
his ministry in West Virginia,
through a sabbatical for the first
three months of 2015.
The Very Rev. Donald W.
Krickbaum of Harpers Ferry
suffered a stroke in early February. After a week at Winchester
Hospital, he was discharged to
Shenandoah Health Center, a rehab facility in Charles Town.

The Rev. Jack Neilson, a longtime priest of the diocese, died
on .Jan. 29. A Mass of the Resurrection was held at Trinity
Church, Parkersburg, on Feb. 7.
He had been involved with Trinity since 1981.
The Rev. Deborah Rankin’s
brother, Donald Ray Truman,
died on March 19 and her mother, Friederike Truman, died on
April 13. Their funeral Masses
were held at Our Lady of Victory Catholic Church in Victoria,
Texas.
Dr. James A. Russell Jr. died on
March 9. A funeral service was
held at St. Christopher, Charleston, on March 14. Dr. Russell
was active in the diocese for
many years, serving as the longtime chair of the Commission to
End Racism and as a member of
Diocesan Council.
The Rev. Dan Lynch, a retired
priest of the diocese, died on
Feb. 28. A memorial service
was held at St. James the Fisherman Church, Shallotte, N.C., on
March 21.
Stella H. Sine, widow of the
Rev. James H. Sine, died on
April 20. Mass of Christian
Burial was celebrated at the Cathedral of St. Joseph in Wheeling on April 24.
Libby Callahan, widow of the
Rev. Griffin Callahan, died in
early February. Her funeral service was held at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, Bluefield, Va., on
Feb. 28.
Bobby Shoda, brother of the
Rev Brian Shoda, died on Feb.
5.
John A. Savage, father of the
Rev Susan MacDonald, died on
Dec. 26.
May the souls of
all the Departed,
through the mercy of God,
rest in peace.

Input Sought in Camping Ministry Survey
The Camping Ministry Task Force [created by resolution at the last
diocesan convention] has a survey for people in the diocee to fill out.
Task force members hope both those have participated in the camping ministry of the diocese as well as those have not will fill out this
survey.
The survey can be found online at: https://www.surveymonkey.
com/s/WVCampingSurvey or the various Facebook pages of the diocese. It also will be available on the diocesan website. For those not
online, paper surveys will be available through the bishop’s newsletter,
Koinonia, which clergy or wardens receive. The task force is hopeful
that you will take this opportunity to provide input to this effort to
develop a statement of the vision and goals for camping ministry in
our diocese.

Peterkin Camp Schedule
Summer is approaching quickly and now is the time to register for Peterkin summer camps.
All of the forms are available on the Peterkin website at www.peterkin.org.
Day Camp (June 15-19) for students entering 1st to 5th grade in the fall
A new camp that reaches out to residents in the Hampshire County area, Peterkin works
hand in hand with area experts and the Department of Natural Resources with a week of
camp focused on conservation, ecological and environmental issues.
Senior Camp (June 21-27) for students entering 10th in the fall through those who just graduated
Open to youth entering 10th, 11th, and 12th grade, as well as 2015 high school graduates,
Senior Camp offers a fitting conclusion to the Peterkin experience. The camp program
emphasizes discussion and personal reflection, focusing on real-world issues and encouraging campers to reflect on their faith and its implications in their lives. As young adults,
Senior Campers are afforded a wider range of activities, with meditation, bible study and
rewarding work projects complementing the usual camp electives. They are invited to take
more responsibility for the camp, and are encouraged to plan worship and organize camp
activities. There are multiple outlets for outdoor leisure time as well as creative arts such as
writing and music.
Mini-Camp (June 28-July 1) for children ages 3-8, plus guardian
Mini-Camp is a fun, inviting opportunity for the youngest campers to try out the Peterkin
experience. It is another abbreviated camp session, intended to introduce summer camp
activities to children who aren’t quite ready for a whole week on their own. Campers must
bring an adult to experience camp with them (Beginner Campers are invited to stay and
have an adult join them), giving them the support and assurance they need to try out new
things and make friends at a young age. For those who want to get a safe, encouraging
start on their first Peterkin experience, Mini-Camp is a chance for little kids to try out some
big fun.
Beginner Camp (July 1-4) for students entering 2nd and 3rd grade in the fall
An abbreviated session for our youngest independent campers, Beginner Camp allows
rising 2nd and 3rd graders to try out an overnight camp in a safe and encouraging environment. These young campers will be introduced to the youth camp program, with group
activities, electives, and evening activities that reflect those offered at our older camps. In
an environment designed to help youngsters feel comfortable in their first time away from
home without a parent, Beginner Camp uses age-appropriate activities, including crafts,
nature walks, and music, as an introduction to Christianity, the camp experience, and
Peterkin itself. With days full of fun and plenty of time for rest, Beginner Camp is the perfect
place for young campers to take the first steps in a lifelong Peterkin journey.
Intermediate Camp (July 5-11) for students entering 7th, 8th and 9th grade in the fall
This year’s Intermediate Camp is also a Confirmation Prep Camp based on the popular
“Hunger Game” series and the Catechism. The focus of the camp is knowing our story as
God’s people and Christ’s followers. Campers will have the option of renewing their baptismal vows or being confirmed.
Campers who are already confirmed will still enjoy this energetic camp; with opportunities
for fishing, archery and hiking, but plenty of time is allowed for relaxation. The program
helps youth investigate faith in their lives, encouraging personal reflection while providing
opportunities for group discussion and social interaction.
Family Camp (July 12-18) for all ages
Open to families of all types, Family Camp offers a relaxing vacation in a caring Christian
environment. Families are free to spend time together as they see fit and are invited to take
advantage of the beautiful wooded surroundings and local area attractions. Bible discussions worship services, and inter-generational group activities promote spiritual growth for
every family member; outdoor activities, arts and crafts and story time promote relaxation
and fun for all ages.
Junior Camp (July 19-25) for students entering 4th, 5th and 6th grade in the fall
For upcoming 4th, 5th and 6th graders, Junior Camp couples the experience of exploring
faith and church life with the excitement of a whole week away at camp. This camp helps to
introduce campers to many engaging new activities and ideas, with elective sessions such
as arts and crafts, nature walks and music, and free time diversions that include swimming
and field games. Whole-group activities encourage participation while allowing for plenty of
socializing.
MAD Camp (July 26-Aug. 1) for students entering 4th to 12th grade in the fall
Music, Arts and Drama are the focus for developing and nurturing diverse talents. Younger
campers will engage in art classes; older students will serve as mentors while working
with resident artists to develop their own creative gifts. Electives range from photography
and arts and crafts to filmmaking and dance. As the campers explore their own talents, the
camp program provides ample opportunities for them to discuss their relationship with God
and the church, and to reflect on the role their artistry can play. This camp offers plenty of
outdoor fun, group activities and socializing, plus free time diversions that include swimming, hiking and field games.
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Youth Group Serves Dinner

Mount Zion’s Amazing Senior Youth Group in Hedgesville serves 130 people
at a free Thanksgiving dinner in the church hall. It is the first of many missions that the group plans this school year. This photo was the cover picture
on The Episcopal Church Facebook page.

Confirmation and Reception
at Emmanuel, Kaiser

Harper Grants
Available

Bishop Mike Klusmeyer visits Emmanuel Episcopal
Church in Keyser. Sierra Condon was confirmed
and Edward Hovan was received as a member on
Dec. 14.

Through the generosity of the late
Donald B. Harper of Huntington,
the diocese has funding available
to award annually up to three
grants of up to $5,000 each. Under
the terms of Harper’s bequest, the
grants must be used “for programs
for the elderly.”
Applications may be submitted via
email to Mollie Bailey at mbailey@
wvdiocese.org with the application
as an attachment in Microsoft
Word format. The subject line
of the email message should be
“Harper Grant Application,” or the
application may be sent to:
Harper Grant Application
Episcopal Diocese of West Virginia
PO Box 5400
Charleston, WV 25361
The 2015 grant applications will
be considered by Diocesan Council
at its August meeting.
Applications are due July 15.

2015 NAAC Annual Gathering
“Transforming Congregations Through Spiritual
Practice: Creating a Discipleship Community”
July 30-August 1, 2015
Bon Secours Conference
Center, Baltimore, MD

Keynote Speakers: Paul Hoffman
and Jessicah Duckworth, popular
authors and conference presenters.

Episcopal Diocese of WV
P.O. Box 5400
Charleston, WV 25361

Located  in  a  beautiful,  park-like  setting,  the  Bon  Secours  
Conference  Center  is  just  minutes  away  from  Baltimore  
and  close  to  sightseeing  venues  in  Washington  D.C.

The conference is for pastors, seminarians, musicians, and lay
leaders who wish to gather for stellar worship, stimulating
lectures on spiritual practice, workshops on various aspects of
the Catechumenate, and a chance to network with ministry
practitioners from all denominations across North America.

Presented by the North American Association for the Catechumenate.
For more information go to www.catechumenate.org

