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Water Crisis Affects Charleston Area Congregations

by Linda S. Comins
It wasn’t a drought of biblical
proportions, but the contamination
crisis in the Charleston area earlier
this year served as a stark reminder of the precious nature of water.
A number of Episcopal congregations and thousands of people
have been affected by this disaster.
A chemical leak into the Elk River, which feeds into the Kanawha
River, on Jan, 9 contaminated
the drinking water of more than
300,000 residents of West Virginia.
“This day will forever be etched
into the minds of West Virginians
as the day the water was no longer safe,” commented David Ford,
senior warden of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in St. Albans. “As
a result of the spill, schools, restaurants and daily life for people
living in Charleston and the surrounding areas came to halt.”
To help meet the needs of the
community, St. Mark’s Episcopal
Church opened its doors to anyone
in need of clean water and “stood
as a beacon of hope at a critical
time,” Ford said. He explained
that the city of St. Albans is on
a separate water supply from the
Coal River.
Members of St. Mark’s coordinated water distribution efforts
with the West Virginia National
Guard and emergency management teams.
Ford said the church “was fortunate to have deliveries of water
made to us by some very special
donors. It was amazing to see
the outpouring of love from our
neighbors in Ohio, Kentucky and
Pennsylvania during this time
of need as they responded to our
call for assistance via social media. We were also able to partner
with other local area churches by
providing a hot supper in Christ’s
Kitchen which is housed in our Jubilee Center.
“We are so grateful to all those
who donated, volunteered and
prayed for our residents during
the water crisis. St. Mark’s was
able to answer the call to practice
the teachings of our Savior, Jesus
Christ,” the senior warden commented.
Meanwhile, at St. John’s Episcopal Church in Charleston, parishioner Beth Marquart said that
St. John’s and the Manna Meal
soup kitchen gratefully received

water from the Daughters of the
King chapter in Morgantown,
the Rev. Chad Slater and members of Christ Episcopal Church
“and many, many more generous,
thoughtful people who pulled up
and dropped off water, paper prodwe gave it away!”
Representatives of St. Matthew’s
Episcopal Church in Charleston
passed out a few cases of water,
the Rev; John Hagan said. In a precautionary step, announcements
of St. Matthew’s Shrove Tuesday
pancake supper noted that all water served for drinking and used
in preparing the meal came from
bottled sources.
An article in The Rainbow, the
monthly newsletter of Christ
congregation’s role in the water
relief efforts: “This catastrophe
hit very close to home, with many
of our parishioners having friends
or family affected by the disaster.
Christ Church mobilized to bring
provisions to those in the capital
city.”
A special collection was taken
during Sunday services at Christ
Church on Jan. 12, and $540 was
contributed. “Father Chad and his
family loaded their van with 1,600
bottles of water and 40 loaves of
bread. Jennifer Slater and daughter Emma drove the supplies to
Charleston,” the article stated.
The bottled water was taken to
St. Mark’s Church in St. Albans
for distribution, “with families
in need eagerly waiting for the
water to be unloaded,” and the
bread, which was in short supply
in Charleston, was delivered to
Manna Meal.
After visiting family in the Ripley area, Jennifer and Emma Slater
loaded the van with 129 gallons of
water and took it to the Sissonville
Fire Department for distribution.
“Because of the generosity of
all the people at Christ Church,
dozens of families had drinkable
water and some of the most vulnerable at times of crisis – the
homeless – were fed,” the article
concluded.

County.

Left: St. Elizabeth House at
St. John’s, Charleston, is

Right: Cases of bottled water are unloaded at the Nain.Charleston. The water was
distributed to residents whose
Elk River in January.

Linda S. Comins is the editor of
the Dayspring.

Read about Summer Camp Opportunities on pages 4 -5
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The Bishop’s Column

Dear Brothers and Sisters in
Christ:
Alleluia! The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!
The Mardi Gras season and
Lent are now behind us. We
are in Eastertide and prepare
for the season of Pentecost
with anticipation -- fervent in
prayer and in works of mercy, as the Book of Common
Prayer states.
Recently I read of a parish
that took to heart the message
that spirituality and Lenten
discipline should be a private

matter. The rector, therefore,
decided to cancel all extra activities in the life of the parish.
The rector felt that by adding
those events -- soup suppers,
extra services, times of devotion, etc -- it looked too much
like a theology of salvation
through works. In other words,
if we attended enough “‘extra
activities,” we would work our
way to Heaven.
One of the obvious problems
with the concept of a congregation “closing down” during
Lent is the temptation that for
parishioners to “close down”’
also. The Church is, among
other things, a teaching institution. We are here to work together to strengthen our spiritual lives and our prayer lives
-- TOGETHER. The Church
needs to spend time offering
programs, speakers, liturgies
and activities that will be useful to the spiritual lives of all
members of the Church.
Historically, Lent has been
a time when those people who
desired to be baptized were
instructed in the life of the

Christian Church. The role, for
the most part, has not changed.
We use this time to deepen our
own faith and understanding
of what it means to be a Christian, and what it means to follow Him who died and rose
again.
All parishioners and members of the Diocese are urged
and encouraged to spend more
time studying privately and
corporately about the Christian Life and history. If you
have questions, or need the
counsel of a wise priest, do
not hesitate to contact your
parish priest. I’m sure that the
programs around the Diocese,
in all of our parishes, will be
of great help for many who
seek answers to their personal
searching.
May God continue to bless
you during Eastertide and in
the upcoming season of Pentecost.
Faithfully,
The Rt. Rev. W. Michie Klusmeyer
Bishop

Bishop Leads Blessing of Throats Service
By Beth Marquart

“O God, who makes us glad with the yearly
festival of Blessed Blaise, Martyr and Bishop;
mercifully grant that, as we now observe his
heavenly birthday, so we may likewise rejoice
in his protection, through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
lives and reigns, One God, now and forever.
Amen”
With this prayer, 45 people began participating in the Holy Eucharist and Blessing of
Throats on Monday evening, Feb. 4, at St.
John’s, Charleston. The Rt. Rev. W. Michie
Klusmeyer presided, assisted by the Rev. John
Hagan of St. Matthew’s, Charleston. Four
Episcopal churches were represented and a
couple people came along when they heard
about the service on one of the local radio talk
shows.
The blessing itself was quite simple; consecrated, unlit, candles are held in a crossed
position with this blessing intoned over each
person, “Through the intercession of Blessed
Blaise, Bishop and Martyr, may you be delivered from all illnesses of the throat and any
other ailments, in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.”
It was a gentle, healing time we spent together that evening amidst the ongoing uncertainly
about potable water in many of our homes, the
lack of heat in our complex for the better part
of January when our boiler blew up and we
were worshiping in small spaces made reasonably warm with space heaters; not to mention how cold, cold, cold the winter had been,
even to that point. We were ready for a gentle,
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Bishop Klusmeyer
Named to TEC Joint
Nominating Committee

healing time and found it with the Blessed St.
Blaise.
Were throat ailments healed? Maybe. Did we
believe they were? Most certainly. Do we hope
this becomes an annual event? Absolutely.
Beth Marquart is a member of St. John’s,
Charleston.

Bishop Klusmeyer has been
named to the Episcopal Church
Joint Nominating Committee
for the Election of the Presiding Bishop, replacing Bishop
Nathan Baxter of the Diocese
of Central Pennsylvania, who
has resigned from the Committee.
The announcement was
made during the House of
Bishops Spring Retreat meeting in Camp Allen, Texas.
Bishop Klusmeyer was appointed by Presiding Bishop
Katharine Jefferts Schori to
represent Province III.
The committee is composed
of a lay member, a priest or
deacon, and a bishop elected
from each of the nine provinces

of the Episcopal Church, plus
two youth representatives,
appointed by the President
of the House of Deputies,
the Rev. Gay Jennings. The
General Convention deputies
and bishops serve a three-year
term to conclude at the close
of General Convention 2015
in Salt Lake City.
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St. Thomas à Becket Participates in Empty Bowls Monongalia
Parishioners of St. Thomas à
Becket, Morgantown, are a big
part of Empty Bowls of Monongalia County.
The soup luncheon was on
held on Feb. 22 at the Hazel and
J.W. Ruby Community Center in
Mylan Park. Once again, many
parishioners of St. Thomas à
Becket were working at, participating in and supporting the
Empty Bowls endeavor.
The basic premise of an Empty
Bowls event is simple: guests get
to choose a handmade ceramic
bowl, crafted by West Virginia
University artists, local potters
and area school children, which
they may take home with them.
At the luncheon, guests have a
choice of hot soup, bread and
homemade cookies and the pleasure of greeting many friends
from the community. The bowl
can be kept as a reminder of the
All proceeds from the event are
donated to feeding programs
and food pantries in Monongalia
County.

Diocesan Altar Guild
Annual Meeting
St. Matthew’s, Charleston
May 10
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
“Altar Guilds,
the Underused Ministry”
A discussion of how
Altar Guild ministry can
be more effective as
a learning tool and a
ministry in the various

From left, Dori Heiskell, Charlie Heiskell and Matt Heiskell enjoy a soup luncheon held to raise funds for Empty Bowls of
Monongalia County.

St. Thomas à Becket parishioners Nancy and Mike Mosser enjoy the Empty
Bowls fundraising meal.

The Rev. Al Prichard, deacon of St.
Thomas à Becket, Morgantown, and
his wife, Cheryl, pause during their
work in the kitchen for the soup luncheon.

Program Explores Varied Forms of Prayer
By Karen Klein
On Feb. 12, Feb. 19 and Feb. 26,
more than a dozen people from
throughout the Kanawha Valley
braved the snow and bitter cold to
visit St. Matthew’s, Charleston, to
learn about and practice a variety
of ways to connect with God and
communicate more closely with
Him.
The program, titled “Get Up
Off Your Knees and Pray!” was
facilitated by Mary Kerns, Karen
Klein and Sharon Strand of St.
Matthew’s and was part of the
parish’s Adult Education Team’s
offerings.
Among the methods of prayer
introduced by the facilitators and
experienced by the attendees over
the three weeks of the program
were Body Prayer, Breath Prayer,
Praying in Color, Contempla-

tive Prayer, Lectio Divina, praying with mandalas and walking a
labyrinth.
The participants also learned
our Book of Common Prayer and
received online resources to assist
with that discipline, as well as tips
for learning how to be more comfortable with praying out loud in
front of others.
A reporter from the Charleston
Gazette interviewed the facilitators and attended the last session
to gather information for a series
that is planned on spirituality during Lent.
We believe that spirituality and
prayer are becoming more and
more crucial to our world as we
look for ways to live more deeply
into our Christian faith.

The program was an outgrowth
of the “15 Minutes With...” series
offered by St. Matthew’s during
Summer 2013, in which a brief
overview was presented on different topics such as the history
and structure of the Old Testament and New Testament, the
Eucharist, Prayer, Collects and
Celtic Prayer.
Since December 2012, St. Matthew’s adult education program
has offered classes, study groups
and materials on a wide variety
of subjects for groups of all sizes
and many interests.
Karen Klein is a member of St.
Matthew’s, Charleston, and is a
vice chancellor of the diocese.

Photo by Mary Kerns
Karen Klein walks the labyrinth set up in the gym of Mathes Hall at St. Matthew’s, Charleston, for the last night of a three-week prayer class.
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Summer Time is Camp Time!
Online Registration Available

Peterkin Camp Schedule 2014
Day Camp (June 9-13)
(Students entering 1st to 5th grade in the fall)
A new camp that reaches out to residents in the Hampshire County area, Peterkin works hand in hand with area
experts and the Department of Natural Resources with a week of camp focused on conservation, ecological and environmental issues.
Senior Camp (June 15-21)
(Students entering 10th grade in the fall through those who just graduated)
Open to youth entering 10th, 11th, and 12th grades, as well as graduated high school seniors, Senior Camp offers a
Hallelujah Hike (June 21-28)
(Ages 13-18)
are immersed in nature for an extended camp session, learning and practicing backpacking and camping skills as they live and work together in a close-knit community.
Hallelujah Hikers also spend a large part of their time exploring the beautiful woods
surrounding Peterkin, which gives them a chance to practice survival skills as they
learn more about themselves and their faith.

counselors-in-training. The job descriptions and links
to the online job applications are available at http://
peterkin.org/pages/jobs.html.
Thanks for your continued prayers and support for
the vital ministry of Peterkin!

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

Beginner Camp (June 25-28)
(Students entering 2nd and 3rd grade in the fall)
An abbreviated session for our youngest independent campers, Beginner Camp allows rising 2nd and 3rd graders to
camps.
Intermediate Camp (June 29-July 5)
(Students entering 7th, 8th, and 9th grade in the fall)
Family Camp (July 6-12)
(All ages)
Open to families of all types, Family Camp offers a relaxing vacation in a caring Christian environment. Families are
and local area attractions. Bible discussions, worship services and ‘inter-generational’ group activities promote spiritual
all ages.
Junior Camp (July 13-19)
(Students entering 4th, 5th, and 6th grade in the fall)
For upcoming 4th, 5th and 6th graders, Junior Camp couples the experience of exploring faith and church life with
and ideas, with elective sessions like arts and crafts, nature walks and music, and free time diversions that include
MAD Camp (July 20-26)
(Students entering 4th - 12th grade in the fall)
Music, Arts, and Drama! Focusing on helping kids develop and nurture diverse talents, MAD Camp is available to campers entering 4th through 12th grades. Younger campers will engage in art classes, and older students will serve as
mentors while working with resident artists to further develop their own creative gifts.

will be a week of renewed friendships, story telling, games, evening activities and an adult-led forum.

and links to both online registration and traditional
downloadable registration forms, one can go to http://
peterkin.org/pages/camps.html. Alternatively, one can
go directly to https://app.campdoc.com/register/peterkin to create an account and start the registration
process.
Peterkin also is looking for summer counselors and

I write to tell you that 2013 was a wonderful year for Peterkin Camp and Conference Center.
For nearly 70 years, Peterkin has been at the center of much of what the Diocese of West Virginia does.
Over the years, leaders of the Church have been raised up to serve The Episcopal Church throughout the
land. In addition, many of our youth who attended Peterkin have also learned valuable life skills that took
them into leadership in the Non-Church world.
In just the past few years, we have paid significant attention to the physical structure of Peterkin. Buildings
have been painted...structures have been remodeled...and a new pool was constructed!
But more importantly, we have continued to provide a Camp for all people, what provides what This
Church and This Diocese believe is important -- the opportunity for Living Under Grace! We provide an
affordable camp, for any and all who want to come to Peterkin to experience the Grace of Our Lord Jesus
Christ!
In 2013, we were blessed with many people, and congregations, who gave for the support of Peterkin. We
would like to thank them publically, while at the same time, asking all to consider making gifts to Peterkin,
what will help either with the physical structures, or the financial assistance needed to provide scholarships
for everyone who needs assistance.
Bishop Klusmeyer
2013 Contributors:
Rachel Brookhart
James Burnell
Richard Claytor
John Droppleman
Emmanuel Church of Keyser
Episcopal Churchmen of WV
Robert Eskay
Amy Field
Janice Jenkins
C. Bosworth Johnson
David Jones
Hilary Kessler
Marcus Meachum Jr.
Mary Ann Mickel
The Rev. Edward J. Mills III
Tim Northrup
David Pitts
The Rt. Rev. Kenneth Price
Prince of Peace of Salem

Reading Camps Are Growing
Reading Camp was launched in the Diocese of West Virginia by
Canon Donald Vinson in 2012. Summer 2013 saw more churches
and youth involved with the program, and even more are coming
on board this year. This life-changing ministry has helped many
children and has the potential to greatly enhance the quality of
lives.

Thank You

Mini-Camp (June 22-25)
(Ages 3-8, plus guardian)
Mini-Camp is a fun, inviting opportunity for the youngest of campers to try out the
Peterkin experience. It is another abbreviated camp session, intended to introduce
summer camp activities to children who aren’t quite ready for a whole week on their
own. Campers must bring an adult to experience camp with them. (Beginner Campers
are invited to stay and have an adult join them), giving them the support and assurance
they need to try out new things and make friends at a young age.

Camp Generations (July 27-Aug. 2)
(All ages)

Registration for 2014 summer camps at Peterkin is
now open and is available online.
Peterkin Camp and Conference Center has partnered
with CampDoc, an innovative web company that pioneered electronic health record system for camps and
has now expanded its business to include online registration and payment processing. CampDoc will help
Peterkin staff manage health forms, medications/allergies and health logging throughout the summer and
provide an easier registration process for campers and
their families.

St. Mark’s of St. Albans
St. Matthias of Grafton
St. Thomas of White Sulphur Springs
Elizabeth Stahnke
Dr. Robert Webb
David Williams
St. Stephen’s of Beckley
St. Mark’s of Berkeley Springs
St. Andrew’s of Oak Hill
Memorial Church of the Good
Shepherd in Parkersburg
St. Timothy’s-in-the-Valley of
Hurricane
Trinity Church of Martinsburg
Trinity Church of Moundsville
Trinity Church of Parkersburg
Trinity Church of Shepherdstown
Grace Church of St. Marys
Susan Day

Christ Church of Williamstown
Edward Arnett
James D. Cormack
Carrie-Meghan Quick-Blanco
Nathan Arnett
Trinity ECW
Thomas Clarkson
Dianah Mason
Jewell Roark Matthews
Women’s Ministries
Mark Williamson
Phillip R Stevens
The Rt. Rev. and Mrs. W. Michie
Klusmeyer
St. John’s of Huntington
Zion of Charles Town
Grace Church of Elkins
Christ Church of Fairmont
The Diocese of West Virginia

We thank each and every one of you for your support, and pray God’s blessings upon this coming summer
camp season!

el in reading. The teaching methods presented in camp are new
and distinct from school and provide a safe and supportive environment in which children can grow and learn. Games, pictures,
books and music are used to engage the camper’s interest so that
learning is stress-free and fun.
Reading Camp is free to all campers, but help is needed to ensure
its success. Please consider making a donation of money and/or
time to this important ministry. Volunteers are needed in many
June 23-27 - Hinton
Sponsored by Ascension Church, Hinton, 304-627-1232
June 23-27 - Huntington
Sponsored by St. John’s Church, Huntington, 304-525-9105
June 24-28 - Weirton
Sponsored by Brooke-Hancock Episcopal Ministries, 304-737-1866
July 7-11 – Charles Town
Sponsored by St. Philip’s Church, Charles Town, 304-725-4236
July 14-18 – Beckley
Sponsored by St. Stephen’s Church, Beckley, 304-253-9672
July 21-25 – Charleston
Sponsored by St. John’s Church, Charleston, 304-346-0359
July 21-25 - Wheeling
Sponsored by St. Luke’s Church, Wheeling, 304-232-2395
July 27-Aug. 1 – Welch
Sponsored by the Highland Educational Project, Welch, 304-436-2641
Aug. 4-8 – Parkersburg
Sponsored by the Memorial Church of the Good Shepherd, Parkersburg,
304-428-1525
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News from the Deaneries
Ohio Valley Deanery

New Southern Deanery

to other interfaith gatherings.

TRINITY, Parkersburg: Eight
singers are serving as choral
scholars for 2013-14. They are
under the direction of the choirmaster, Dr. Daniel Monek, who
auditions and selects singers
from his choirs at Marietta College. Cathy Martin and Barbara Full continue to direct a youth
choir. A lasagna dinner was held,
with entertainment provided by
the Actors Guild of Parkersburg.
The bishop’s visitation coincided
with the Feast of the Presentation and Candlemas. Events included a service of Evensong,
an ECW winter luncheon and a
Shrove Tuesday pancake sup-

ST. ANDREW’S, Oak Hill:
Parishioner Christian Dyer, 11,

125th anniversary, reproductions
of treasured icons will be placed
in the new narthex and narthex
hallway. During the bishop’s
visitation, the new St. Margaret’s Chapel was consecrated. A
Shrove Tuesday pancake supper
was held. Youth and women of
the church have been collecting
Campbell’s labels for the Boys

$18,547. Youth are being asked
to help with the Monday feeding program one time throughout the year in order to receive a
Peterkin scholarship. Stations of
the Cross observances were held
on Fridays in Lent. The Lenten
study group included a covereddish meal, an adult program on
“Exploring World Religions,”
youth sessions on “Prayer and
Meditation” led by Paul Bennett
and children’s activities led by
Connie Bookman. A host committee for Diocesan Convention
is being formed.
Kanawha Deanery
ST. MATTHEW’S, Charleston: The Rev. John Hagan
was installed as rector during a
celebration of new ministry. He
and Blair Gardner presented a
three-part class on “The English
Reformation.” Seasonal events
included an Epiphany celebration with a king cake and chalking of the doors; a candle making
workshop for Candlemas and a
Shrove Tuesday pancake supper.
A blood drive was conducted.
Youth in middle and high school

ies Fair, his school fair and the
Fayette County fair in the category of sociology. For his project, “How Society Has Treated
to You,” Christian drew on personal experience, as he has been
living with epilepsy since the age
of 4. Now seizure free for four
years, he wanted to research how
people with epilepsy lived before
his time and how that compared
to his own experiences. Having epilepsy does not slow him
down, as he plays competitive
basketball and is involved in his
church and community.
ST. JAMES, Lewisburg: The
Rev. Joshua Saxe participated as
a “jailbird” in a lock-up, a community event to raise money for
the Muscular Dystrophy Association; friends and family donated $1,140 for the cause. A chili
supper was held to raise money
for upgrades and renovations to
the church nursery. Joseph Lutz
provided a large “central” pot of
chili for all to enjoy. Several other pots of the delightful dish were
entered in a contest; Gary Dove
was chosen as the winning chili
when pipes burst during the great
cover the collapsed ceiling and
wet carpet, but other upgrades
will be made during the process.
Approximately $900 was raised
for the nursery.

was awarded Eagle Scout status during a special
service at the church. The Rev.
Zach Drennen visited and gave
an update on the Elewana Education Project in Kenya.
Southwestern Deanery
ST. PETER’S, Huntington:
The Rev. Deborah Rankin was
installed as priest-in-charge during a celebration of new ministry.
Organist Jon Brannon presented
a recital. The ECW organized a
silent auction to raise money for
the church’s general fund. As
part of the three-church initiative in Huntington, a joint Ash
Wednesday service was held at
St. Peter’s, with clergy and members from St. John’s and Trinity
participating.

The Rev. Josh Saxe of St. James,
Lewisburg, plays along with being
the Muscular Dystrophy Association.
Friends and family posted “bail” for
him in the amount of $1,140.

:
Bishop Klusmeyer appointed
the Rev. Chad Slater as the diwill be a delegate to the West
and serve as a representative

past 20 years. The Lenten series
included dinner, a program and
Compline.
ASCENSION, Hinton: Sylvia Mathews Burwell has been
nominated to be Secretary of
the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services. She is
the daughter of Cleo and Bill
Mathews, longtime members
of Ascension, where Sylvia was

Northern Deanery
OLDE ST. JOHN’S, Colliers:
Thanksgiving baskets were prepared for 12 families. At Christmas, a family was selected to
receive presents, dinner and a
pantry. Bob Montes and Lorie
Wagner were co-chairs of this
project; Warren and Mary Scott
obtained additional food collected by the Herald Star newspaper
where they work Stockings and
12 residents at Brooke Place, a
home for girls at risk. The ECW
is participating in a backpack
nutrition program for children in
need from Colliers School. Jeannie Farrell obtained a generous
donation from Eric Fithyan,
director of local funeral homes,
and Matt Caparese was involved in obtaining a generous
grant from Acelor Mittal Steel.
Darcy Riggs is chair of this committee. Farrell collected sweaters
for residents of veterans’ homes.
A cookie walk, “second chance”
Christmas decoration sales and
a spaghetti dinner were held to
raise funds for the church.
TRINITY, Moundsville: The
Shrove Tuesday pancake supper
was a huge success. All proceed
were donated to Marshall County
Relay for Life. A congregational
dinner was held in January. Katey Harbert and Al Clark will
represent Trinity at Diocesan
Convention. A new paten and
chalice were dedicated in memory of John Storm, longtime acolyte director, key man and vestry
member, who died in October.
Trinity is joining Wheeling parishes at the Lenten study series at
St. Matthew’s.

LAWRENCEFIELD PARISH,
Wheeling: A self-study has been
undertaken in support of the
doctoral program in Christian
spirituality begun by the Rev.
Cynthia Byers Walter, rector.
A small team of parishioners is
assisting the rector in examining
the parish from a number of
perspectives including social
networks, theology, spirituality
been to examine social networks;
the team has interviewed over
half the congregation. The
second module will involve
in-depth interviews of a more
personal nature with a relatively
small number of parishioners.
ST. MATTHEW’S, Wheeling:
The Shrove Tuesday pancake
supper raised funds for the outreach program. The parish hall
was the site of a Lenten study
program, “Hallelujah: The Bible
and Handel’s ‘Messiah,’” offered
by the Episcopal churches of
Wheeling and Moundsville. An
extensive Lenten music program
included Evensong and Taize
presented by the parish choir; a
Friday noon concert series and a
sacred concert for Good Friday
featuring opera star Marianne
Cornetti of Pittsburgh, the parish choir; violinist Juan Jaramillo of Pittsburgh and organist
Robert F. Troeger, with John
Alan Rose as conductor. The
Rev. Dr. Bonnie Thurston led a
Lenten quiet day. The Rev. Zach
Drennen made a return visit to
give an update on the Elewana
Education Project in Kenya.

Mentor
Training
The 2014 Education for
Ministry Mentor Training
event will be held at Sandscrest, July 17, beginning at
2 p.m.., until July 19, ending at 3 p.m. The Formation
Level topic will be Group
Skills. Also, a Basic Level
group will be offered for
those early in training and
those who have not attended a basic group for a while.
All of the regular EfM mentors will need to update
their training. It is hoped
that some new mentor
prospects will be added.
“Would your region benefit from a theological
reflection and sharing
group such as EfM? Are
you good mentor material? Talk it over with your
clergy, discuss with friends
inclined toward learning
and growth, and seriously
consider forming a group
for fall and joining us for
training at Sandscrest,” said
the Rev. Canon Donald K.
Vinson.

Please share news and photos
from your congregations and
deaneries with Editor Linda S.
Comins by email at lcomins7@
gmail.com

Summer Course:
“To Do the Will of God:
The Gospel of Matthew
in Year C”

Gary Dove, the winning chef in a chili
contest conducted at St. James,
Lewisburg, holds the treasured
prize, “Pot-o’-Plunge,” handmade
by the Rev. Josh Saxe. The chili
supper was held to raise money
for upgrades and renovations to the
church’s nursery.

The course consists of two
in-person meetings at St.
Paul’s, Weston, on May 31
and July 12 and three twohour online sessions June
14, June 21 and June 28
Participants will investigate
the Jewishness of Matthew
and his presentation of Jesus, with special attention
to the issue of anti-Semitic
readings of Matthew. Dr.
Vicki Phillips will teach the
course.
Registration will be accepted until May 21.
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Boys Home Debuts
New Branding Efforts

Diocesan Family News
Catherine Saxe of St James,
Lewisburg, has accepted a parttime position on the diocesan
staff as director of children’s
ministries. She holds a master’s
degree in Christian education
from General Theological Seminary.
At present, she is writing emails
and articles for the Dayspring
and Koinonia. She also is
available to answer questions
and is available for consultation.
Her email address is csaxe@
wvdiocese.org.
The vestry of St. Christopher,
Charleston, has accepted Bishop
Klusmeyer’s appointment of the
Rev. Melissa Remington as
priest in charge. She has returned
to St. Christopher after about
eight months in the Diocese of
Southwest Florida.
The Rev Charles Pope, from
the Diocese of Iowa, has come to
serve at St Mark’s, St Albans, as
of April 1.
Bishop Klusmeyer will institute the Rev. Chadwick Slater
as rector of Christ Church, BlueChrist Church.
The Very Rev. Donald W.
Krickbaum of Harpers Ferry
marked the 50th anniversary of
his ordination to the priesthood
on Feb. 16, by serving as the
celebrant of Holy Eucharist at
8 a.m. that day at Zion Church,
Charles Town. Now retired, he is
dean emeritus of Trinity Cathedral, Miami, Fla.
A celebration of his 50th anniversary is planned on April 27,
at the 10:30 a.m. service of Holy
Eucharist at Zion Church. The
will preside and the Rev. Canon
Henry N.F. Minich will be the
preacher.
The Revs Theresa and Jim
Kelley, who have served at St
Luke’s in Wheeling as priest and

ConneXions presents:

deacon, respectively, for several years and have participated
in the Wheeling Cluster, have
accepted a call in the Diocese
of Montana. The Rev. Theresa
Kelley will serve as missioner
or priest in charge of a severalpoint ministry. Their departure is
scheduled in June.
The Rev. Georgia C. DuBose
has accepted a call to serve as
vicar at St. Andrew’s, Florence,
Ore., beginning March 1. Her
last day at St. John’s, Harpers
Ferry, and St. Bartholomew’s,
Leetown, was Feb. 9.
The churches held a farewell
party in Harpers Ferry. Describing the event, her husband, Bob
DuBose, related: “At the end,
Georgia was given a great bouquet of balloons, which she released into the darkening sky.
I took a picture way up with
the ultimate in my zoom lens,
and when I downloaded it later
it showed that the balloons had
made a cross over our town
-- this day coincided with the
bishop using a balloon metaphor
in his daily prayer for all of us
in the diocese. I humbly think
the balloons gave us a message
of God’s love for our town, our
county, our state, and for us as
we go on to new adventures.”
The Rev. Cheryl Winter, rector of St. Timothy’s in the Valley,
Hurricane, underwent surgery at
the Joan C Edwards Center in
Huntington on March 18. She is
recuperating at home.
The Rev. Larry Jackson, rector of Trinity, Parkersburg, underwent surgery at the Cleveland
Clinic on March 20. He is recuperating at home.
Monica Watkins, wife of the
Rev. Gil Watkins of St. Albans,
underwent surgery at Thomas
Memorial Hospital in South
Charleston on March 7.
Jenny Shaffer, wife of the

Rev. Dallas Shaffer of Keyser,
has been diagnosed with ovarian
cancer and is undergoing chemotherapy.
The Rev. Rick Rutledge of
St. Martin’s in the Field, Summersville, has been honored with
a special day in his home community. He was diagnosed with
Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis
(ALS) in June 2013.
Brian Shoda, lay pastoral associate at St. Mark’s, Berkeley
Springs, and Mount Zion, Hedgesville, underwent surgery on
Dec. 28.
Pray for healing and comfort
for all those who are ill or
recuperating and pray for their
families.
The Rev. Siobhan Patterson,
former rector of Christ Church,
Fairmont, died of cancer on Feb.
4. Ordained to the priesthood in
June 2006, she also had served
on the staff of Trinity, Shepherdstown, and Trinity, Huntington,
and worked in campus ministry
at Shepherd University and Marshall University. Most recently,
she had been an assistant rector
at St. James Episcopal Church,
Leesburg, Va.. A Mass of the
Resurrection was celebrated at
St Andrew’s Episcopal Church,
College Park, Md., on Feb. 11.
Marion Keith, father of Jean
Jackson and father-in-law of the
Rev. Larry Jackson, died on
March 1. A funeral service was
held in Indiana, Pa., on March 6.
Helen Churchill, wife of the
late Jim Churchill, longtime
director of the former diocesan
bookstore at Peterkin, died on
Jan. 25. Her funeral was held at
Emmanuel Church, Keyser, on
Feb. 1.
Rest eternal grant to Thy
departed servants, O Lord.
And let light perpetual shine
upon them.

In a marketing effort based on
students helping students, the
Boys Home of Virginia, a nondential education program for
boys, ages 6-17, now has a new
website,
www.boyshomeofva.
org, brochure, logo and promotional video created by students
at the nationally- known Virginia Commonwealth University
Brandcenter.
the organization’s emphasis on
providing services to deserving
boys statewide -- and beyond.
“We have one of the best programs in the state, but we want to
make sure people know our story,” said Donnie Wheatley, chief
Home of Virginia since 1985.
Kelly O’Keefe, a Boys Home
of Virginia board member and a
Brandcenter professor, agreed.
effort to let people know about
this remarkable organization and
its outreach and impact,” said
O’Keefe, whose students (now
graduated) volunteered to create
a Boys Home marketing campaign built around the theme, “A
successful man has to start somewhere.”
“All I asked for was a few volunteers to go with me to the Boys
Home one Saturday morning to
see the school.” O’Keefe said.
“I got more than I bargained for
when 18 students signed up. Donnie Wheatley said, ‘Don’t worry,
I’ll bring the bus.’ So we all went
together. When we got back, the
students were so impressed by the
kids and staff at the Boys Home,
they set to work on the campaign.”
About 75 boys were enrolled at
the Boys Home of Virginia over
the course of 2013; many came
needing a change in venue. “We
like to say we’re helping young
men who have great promise, but
limited opportunities,” Wheatley

said.
And he should know, as he was
once a Boys Home resident himself.
“I believe strongly that there is
a place for residential education,
and I want to continue to build on
the things that work, and provide
a place for those children who are
probably not going to be served
in other ways,” he added.
“The Boys Home of Virginia is
different than other organizations
because it provides a solution for
children who might be walking
no other reason than there simply isn’t the right structure available,” explained Len Slater, a
Boys Home board member.
The bucolic setting of the school
in Covington, Va., provides a
ish -- physically, personally and
spiritually. Besides class work,
there is time for play and sports.
The Boys Home of Virginia also
maintains a Christmas tree farm
in West Augusta, Va. year-round,
so students can learn basic farming tasks and the satisfaction that
comes from doing a job, and doing it well.
Wheatley’s affection for Boys
Home is infectious, and his energy and ability to interest others in
the school never seems to wane.
“This is not about doing a job,”
he explained. “It’s about living a
life.”
Boys Home was founded in
1906 and continues to provide
a nondenominational, nurturing
residential and educational environment for boys from all over
Virginia and beyond. The mission
of Boys Home is to help each
resident strive toward becoming
a productive member of society,
by developing his potential, spiritually, mentally, physically and
socially.

God in the Arts II
an overnight retreat
Huntington Museum of Art
June 27-28

Eve Faulkes, professor of art and coordinator of graphic design at West Virginia University, will be the keynote speaker. Her
topic will be “Art as a Spiritual Awakening.” In addition, other presenters will offer workshops in calligraphy, candle making,
watercolors and poetry.
The cost of the conference is $80. The registration deadline is June 7. A registration brochure is available on the diocesan
website. A block of rooms is reserved under ConneXions: God in the Arts, at the Ramada Limited Hotel in Huntington.
Rooms must be reserved by June 2 to be guaranteed.
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The annual Women’s Conference, sponsored by Women’s
Ministries, will be held at Peterkin Camp and Conference Center
in Romney May 16-18.
The Rev. Jane Tomaine, a nationally-known retreat leader,
author and Episcopal priest, will
lead participants in a program
called “Say YES to Life: Opening to God’s Power Within.”
The registration deadline is May
5. The cost is $160 a person and
covers overnight accommodations, meals and the conference.
A commuter rate of $80 also is
available
A brochure, with conference details and a registration form, was
sent to churches and is available
on the diocesan website (www.
wvdiocese.org).
Tomaine led the 2012 Women’s Conference. Participants
requested that she be invited to
return and continue her teaching
of Benedictine principles. She is
the author of the book, “St. Benedict’s Toolbox: The Nuts and
Bolts of Everyday Benedictine
Living.”

