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Peterkin Camping Season Opens Soon
by Stephen Day
The 2012 camping season saw tremendous
growth at Peterkin Camp and Conference Center.
The overall numbers were up by 50 campers,
which is the most growth experienced in well over
a decade. Last summer we added our second new
camp in as many years, Camp Generations, which
had a great inaugural week!
We continue to expand Peterkin’s online presence
through our Facebook page (http://www.facebook.
com/PeterkinCCC). Campers continue to really enjoy the renovated pool and the many little nice upgrades and projects that have come from the recent
work weekends.
New for 2013: Peterkin continues to make progress toward gaining accreditation from the American Camp Association, which will increase the visibility and reputation of our camping programs and
facility. Also, we will be offering trained archery
acquiring a kiln and equipment to make pottery on
site!
Stay tuned to the Peterkin website (www.peterkin.org) and the previously mentioned Facebook
page for updates and pictures. Please also note that
Peterkin’s mailing address has changed, it is now
Peterkin Camp and Conference Center, 286 Club
House Road, Romney, WV 26757. Please feel free
to contact Daisy McBride, Peterkin’s executive
director, at daisymcb33@hotmail.com or one of
our summer program coordinators, Jason Beschinski (jbeschinski@wvdiocese.org) or Stephen Day
(sday@wvdiocese.org) if you have any questions
or concerns.

Peterkin Conference,
Camp, Event Schedule
April 26-28 -- Spring Work Weekend (Age 18 and older)
May 17-19 -- Women’s Conference (All ages)
June 10-14 -- Hampshire Day Camp (Rising 1st to 5th grade)
June 16-22 -- Senior Camp (Rising 10th to just graduated)
June 22- 29 -- Hallelujah Hike (Ages 13-18)
June 23-26 -- Mini Camp (Ages 3-8 plus guardian)
June 26-29 -- Beginner Camp (Rising 2nd and 3rd grade)
June 30-July 6 -- Intermediate Camp (Rising 7th, 8th and 9th grade)
July 7-13 -- Family Camp (All ages)
July 14-20 -- Junior Camp (Rising 4th, 5th and 6th grade)
July 21-27 -- MAD Camp (Rising 4th through 12th grade)
July 28-Aug. 3 -- Camp Generations (All ages)
Oct. 11-13 -- Autumn @Peterkin (All ages)

Archbishop of Canterbury Enthroned in Ancient Splendor
- Doyle of Texas also participated sentatives to go to the church’s vealed in the Holy Scriptures and
Ceremony includes terbury.
in the enthronement, or inaugura- West Door to greet the archbish- set forth in the catholic creeds …”
Anglican Communion and ecu tion. Jefferts Schori noted during op.
one of the service’s innovainnovative touches menical leaders, members of the an ENS interview that Welby had In a famous tradition, the arch- tiveIn touches,
Welby then signed
British royal family, including attended the Episcopal Church’s bishop banged on the West Door an ecumenical covenant with
from around the His Royal Highness The Prince General Convention in 2009 and three times with his pastoral staff,
of Wales and Her Royal Highness House of Bishops meeting in and the dean opened the door to Churches Together in England:
communion
The Duchess of Cornwall, and March 2012 and that people who welcome him.
His Eminence Archbishop GreBy Matthew Davies
[Episcopal News Service -- Canterbury, England] One-time oil
executive and former Bishop of
Durham Justin Welby was formally enthroned (twice) as the
105th archbishop of Canterbury
on March 21 during a two-hour
ceremony that blended an ancient
liturgy with a few modern twists.
With Welby’s enthronement, he
joins a succession spanning more
than 1,400 years, dating back to
597 AD when St. Augustine be-

senior representatives of the U.K.
government, including Prime
Minister David Cameron, were
among the 2,000 invited guests
attending the service at Canterbury Cathedral in England’s
southeastern county of Kent.
The Episcopal Church was
represented by Presiding Bishop
Katharine Jefferts Schori, as one
of the Anglican Communion’s 38
primates, and her canon, the Rev.
Chuck Robertson. Bishops Shannon Johnston of Virginia, Ian
Douglas of Connecticut and Andy

spoke with him appreciated his
good humor and depth of spirit.
Rob Radtke attended the service
as president of Episcopal Relief
& Development, as did heads of
other Anglican Communion relief
agencies.
The service began at 3 p.m. local time (11 a.m. EST) when the
Very Rev. Robert Willis, dean of
Canterbury Cathedral, read out a
letter from Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II, supreme governor of
the Church of England, authorizing the dean and cathedral repre-

The archbishop was then greeted by Evangeline Kanagasooriam, a young member of the Anglican Communion and student at
The King’s School in Canterbury,
who asked Welby questions about
his purpose for seeking admission to the cathedral.
Archbishop of York John
Sentamu introduced the Declaration of Assent, used at the beginning of every new ordained ministry in the Church of England,
belief in the faith “which is re-

More Youth Activities on pages 4 -5

gorios of Thyateira and Great
Britain and the Rev. Michael
Heaney, moderator of the Free
Churches Group.
Welby, 57, swore an Oath of
Faithfulness on the historic Canterbury Gospels (believed to
have been written in Italy in the
5th or 6th century and presented
by Pope Gregory the Great to St.
Augustine in 597 AD) and made
an Act of Commitment to strive
for the visible unity of Christ’s
Church.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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The Bishop’s Column
Several years later, I wrote to
the Dean, and explained that I remembered that prayer, and where
not come from the Book of Common Prayer …so where would it
be?
He promptly wrote back, with a
hand-written note, and a copy of
the prayer. It had been composed
by a Lutheran pastor, and as far
as I could tell, the book in which
it was printed was already out of
print. The prayer said:
Dear Brothers and Sisters in
Christ,
Many, many years ago, I was
sitting in Chapel for Evensong.
All was well. We had heard the
lessons for the evening. We had
said the Creed and Lord’s Prayer.
The Suffrages were done, according to the traditions of the Seminary. The Collects were recited,
and then the hymn for the day.
All was right with the world.
And then …then the Dean said
a prayer which caught me off
guard. The prayer had something
about the three pigs who build
houses...the bears who eat porridge. I looked around, and there
was “surprise” in the eyes that
were around me. We all smiled
at each other, but it had clearly
caught many of us off guard.
That prayer stayed with me …
and I didn’t even remember all
of the words, or exactly what it
was that we were praying to God
about. I could only remember
those few phrases.

Lord,
give us the gift of fantasy,
The gift of the child
to go by imagination
where cars cannot travel
where danger will keep us out,
where we are too rich or too poor
to enter,
too great or too small,
too black or too white,
too weak or too strong.
Give us the gift of mind
to join with those in generations
before
and generations to come.
Give us the free imagination to join
the three bears who eat porridge
the three pigs who build houses,
the resurrected Jesus, who comes
in the sacraments.
Give us the heart to join the living
and the dead
and to be as sure of the life to come
as we are of this very day.
Give us the gift to marvel
at the new life of Jesus
and the new life to come.

minded of this prayer. To ask God
to give us the gift of imagination.
To dream. To see a better place
that is not constrained by the way
things ought to be, in this rational
world, but rather to see with eyes
of faith and imagination. To look
beyond what people tell us, and
to see the hope and promise that
God gives us.
At this time of Easter, we are
called to put aside the norms that
the world would have us believe,
and to believe in the unlimited
power of God in Jesus Christ. We
are called to look to the Garden,
and the Tomb, and to see what
others said was impossible. We
are to see the Risen Christ in our
midst, living, breathing and transforming.
We look forward to the new
life of Christ, and the new life to
come, which has been made possible through the power of the
Resurrection of Christ. The salall else, to give us life in this
world and the next.
May this Holy Season of Eas-
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Amen.
To this day, I am constantly re-

Communications Toolkit Offered

The popular Wednesday dinners have begun for the new season at
Sandscrest Retreat and Conference Center in Wheeling.
Dinners begin at 6:30 p.m. The cost is $22 a person. For reservations, call
Sarah Lydick, executive director, at 304-277-3022 or send an email message
to sandscrest@1st.net or sarahsturm@hotmail.com.
Wednesday menus are posted on Sandscrest’s blog online at
www.wednesdaydinnersatsandscrest.blogspot.com.

Diocesan Council Pledges $10,000 for New Chapel at VTS

working with architects, the city
of Alexandria and a variety of
other interested parties to make
a new chapel a reality. The insurance has covered most of the cost,
but, as everyone knows, insurance rarely covers the full cost of
construction.
The Diocese of West Virginia

Bishop
The Rt. Rev. W. Michie Klusmeyer

hope which God had intended for
us all.

Sandscrest Wednesday Dinners

Slightly more than two years
ago, the historic chapel at the
Virginia Theological Seminary
burned. The damage was extensive, and there was no way to
repair what was there. The only
prospect was to build a new chapel.

The Episcopal Diocese of
West Virginia

has a long history of support and
ministry connected with VTS,
being one of the “founding dioceses.” This has given us several
seats on the Board of Trustees, as
well as a strong seminary to send
our students.
At the Diocesan Council meeting in January, the council voted
to help in the construction of the
new chapel at VTS. As a “founding diocese,” we had been asked
to consider a sizeable gift. The
council voted to use the funds that
have been “re-directed” from our
asking, to the Episcopal Church,
to give to the chapel project. The
amount pledged by the council is

$10,000.
In addition, the Diocesan Council voted that this contribution to
VTS is in honor and memory of
the Rt. Rev. Robert P. Atkinson,
V Bishop of West Virginia, and
former chairman of the board
of VTS. Bishop Atkinson had a
passion for VTS, and enjoyed his
ministry there.
The council also invites people
from around the diocese to assist
send a contribution, earmarked
for the VTS Chapel, to Diocesan
House, or directly to VTS, noting
that it is for the chapel, in memory of Bishop Atkinson.

The Public Affairs Office of The Episcopal Church has a
new offering for congregations to enhance their message,
broaden their reach and secure placement in regional, secular and other media – both traditional and social.
The new offering is called The Toolkit. It is located on the
Public Affairs pages of the Episcopal Church website.
The Toolkit is an aspect of “Let’s Invent This Together,” a
variety of resources and services available through diocesan
partnerships. Through these partnerships, the Public Affairs
Office seeks to further church-wide goals and diocesan mission.
The goal of The Toolkit is to enable congregations and
communicators to prepare messages not only for their
diocese but also for their regional area, their ecumenical
partners and beyond.
The contents of The Toolkit reflect items that are designed
to make research and facilitation as problem-free as possible. Contents include:
Catalog – a list of important topics along with any actions
taken by The Episcopal Church and General Convention.
Getting started -- an easy how-to guide for getting started
in preparing materials, news releases, op-ed articles, etc.
Topics – topics of interest that congregations may want
to address, whether liturgically, socially or the hot news that
people are discussing.
Regularly, the Public Affairs Office will be sending topics
for consideration that focus on items two to three months
ahead, thereby allowing for ample lead time.
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St. Timothy’s Celebrates 50 Years of Ministry

Throughout 2013, St. Timothy’s in-the-Valley will be “Celebrating 50 Years of Ministry” in
the Hurricane-Teays Valley area.

held on Sunday, Jan. 25, and was
called “Celebrating Our Beginnings.” The day began with a
beautifully displayed and delicious pre-worship coffee hour
Soulsby. Present and past parishioners, neighbors and friends
gathered in the Welcome Center
ing the history display created by
Lola Warren and Susan Smith,
from 25-plus years of Christmas
musicals! It was a great start to a
great day!
Worship followed with the
Holy Eucharist according to the
Book of Common Prayer 1928.
co-celebrant with the rector, the
bell’s diary which chronicles the
early days of St. Timothy’s from
as Bishop Campbell called her
“Stop-me-if-you–
-

later. Bishop Campbell clearly
commented on how proud he
was of the work of the laity that
made it happen and fostered its
St. Timothy’s who were present
and children of deceased founding members who were present
drawing of the original church
building done by
Boyd Carr.
The staff of St. Tim’s Café

of 10 different soups, sandwiches
and birthday cake after worship.
This was yet another stunning
effort by the hardworking Café

and her family to come forward.

St. Timothy’s.
celebration was a big surprise to
and planning committee.
one gathered back in the Welcome Center of the church for

-

Cheryl Winter addressed those
gathered saying, “Ladies and
gentlemen, this area of our facility we call the Welcome Center.
It is through the red doors on
either side that most people enter
and are welcomed. It is also the
space in which we baptize those
who are brought by parents and
godparents, and those who come
out of their own desire and they
God through the waters of baptism and the power of the Holy
we welcome our new brothers
and sister in Christ right here
in this space. One of the things
Church and about St. Timothy’s
in particular is that it is indeed a
self in life’s journey and faith
journey, you are welcome here.
welcome and hospitality is in the
you heard Bishop Campbell’s
account of the beginnings of the
congregation in 1963. It is clear
in his history and writings, and
the recollections of others that
this congregation was established
and grew because people opened
their homes, their hearts and their
arms -- long before there were
and welcomed people into this
community of faith.”
She then asked Sally Holliday

Rev. Cheryl Ann Winter, rector of St. Timothy’s in-the-Valley, presents founding member Lucile Dudley with a Boyd Carr

“Sally, it is my great pleasure on
this occasion, on behalf of the
whole congregation of St. Timothy’s, to announce that the Welcome Center will be dedicated
parents, Carroll and Elizabeth
Sally was presented with a
Welcome Center, the prayer of
dedication was said, there was a
great round of applause and the
group gathered then in the sanctuary for a short concert of music
and friends of the congregation
as well as the choir.
The congregation will continue
to celebrate with three more

The Rev. Cheryl Ann Winter, rector of St. Timothy’s in-the-Valley, presents Sally
Holliday with the dedication plaque dedicating the parish’s Welcome Center in
honor of Holliday and her parents, Carroll and Elizabeth “Lib” Fletcher.

Church 101 Workshop
A Church 101 workshop will be offered at St. John’s, Charleston,
from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Saturday, May 11.
The morning session will begin at 9 a.m. Lunch will be served at
noon. The afternoon session: will start at 12:30 p.m.
The Rev. Canon Donald Vinson, canon for mission and transition,
will present “Vestry 101” for vestry members, wardens, trustees and
bers and administrators.
The cost of the workshop is $10 a person. The registration deadline
is May 7. Checks payable to Diocese of WV are to be sent to Church
101, Diocese of WV, P.O. Box 5400, Charleston, WV 25361.
The Rev. Bill Fulks celebrates Holy Eucharist from the 1928 Book of Common Prayer during St.
Timothy’s in-the-Valley’s 50th-anniversary celebration.
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Youth Ministry Takes Many Forms:
Summer Camp

Exciting Time for Youth and Young Adult Ministry
by Stephen Day
It has been an exciting couple of
months for youth and young adult
ministry in the Diocese of West
Virginia. We have had a number
of exciting events and have great
plans for the future.
Building on the success of the
treat last fall, we have had two
great events since then. In early
February, we had our third an
phen’s, Beckley. Our numbers
have grown each year and we had
great weather! This retreat’s pro
gram focused on commitment to
the Church and service to others.
The other recent exciting youth
event was the annual Province

creased at this event as well.
Other interesting news related
to youth ministry has been the an
nouncement of the location and
dates of the triennial international
young people and adults with
whom they work, from through
come together to learn, play and
worship.

We are currently working on
plans for youth and young adult
school year and will be getting
those out before the summer
camping season so that churches
and families can save the dates.
If you have any questions about
please feel free to contact Jason

We are also excited that one of
our own young people, Whit
ney Chapman, from Berkeley
one of the 14 young people on the

trip for those in the southern and
central parts of the state but well
to spend time with young people
from some of the 13 dioceses of
Three very excited PYE participants enjoying the “Giant Swing” at North Bay Adventure
Camp in North East, Maryland.

Church. This year’s location of
fered some exciting opportuni
ties – a high ropes course, a giant
swing, rock walls and a zip line!
West Virginia’s participation in

try in West Virginia has also been
growing and continues to thrive.
Above Right: Candlelight service inside Strider Chapel, due to rain, during Intermediate Camp 2012.
Far Left: Campers at 2012’s M.A.D. (Music Art and Drama) Camp got the opportunity to paint the camp’s golf cart
and did a great job!

terkin, which was a beautiful re
treat setting for our group. We had

Near Left: The 2012 Peterkin Summer Counselors showing off their Peterkin rings.

eight colleges and universities in

College Retreats

Province III Youth Events
Ski Trips

A youth from WV concentrating very hard on
the high ropes course at North Bay
Adventure Camp in North East, Maryland
during PYE 2013.

Campers at Mini Camp 2012 participating in Compline on Gravatt porch.

The West Virginia youth delegation at the 2013 Province III
Youth Event (PYE) at North Bay Adventure Camp in North
East, Maryland.
Participants in the 2013 Southern Diocesan Ski Retreat.

Photo by Stephen Day.

Participants at Spring 2013 College and Young Adult Retreat at Peterkin Camp and Conference Center. Not pictured Mariah
Donovan, Seth Ward, Chuckie Corra, Meghana Vodela and Stephen Day.
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Diocesan Family News
Bishop Klusmeyer will institute the Rev. Jon Chip Graves
as rector of Trinity, Huntington,
at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 7. He
has been serving as priest-incharge since last summer.
Bishop Klusmeyer instituted
the Rev. Lisa Graves as rector
of St. John’s, Huntington, on
Jan. 17. She had been serving as
priest-in-charge since last summer.

academic year and their adult
leaders.
The Rev. Larry Jackson, rector of Trinity, Parkersburg, and
his wife, Jean, are proud grandparents of Jordyn Skye, who was
born March 14. Congratulations
to the happy family!
West Virginia Poet Laureate
Marc Harshman, a member of
St. Matthew’s, Wheeling, and
newspaper publisher G. Ogden
Nutting, a member of Lawwere inducted into the Wheeling
Hall of Fame April 20. Harshcategory, while Nutting was selected in category of business,
industry and professions.
Pat Scheff, widow of the Rev.
Joe Scheff, died April 5.

The Rev. Anne West

Bishop Klusmeyer instituted the
Rev. Anne West as rector of
Christ Church, Clarksburg, and
St Barnabas Chapel, Bridgeport,
on Feb. 6. She had been serving
as priest-in-charge.
The vestry of St Stephen’s,
Beckley, has elected the Rev.
Jon White to be the new rector.
He came to St Stephen’s as the
deacon-in-charge and became
priest-in-charge after his ordination on Dec. 18.
The Rev. Josh Saxe, who had
been serving as the assistant at
Trinity, Parkersburg, has been
appointed priest-in-charge of St
James, Lewisburg. He began his
ministry there in March.
The Rev. Chad Slater was
ordained to the diaconate at St
John’s, Ripley, on Dec. 19. He
is a senior at Bexley Hall Seminary in Columbus.
Whitney Chapman from St
Mark’s, Berkeley Springs, will
serve on the Design Team for
the Episcopal Youth Event to
be held in the Philadelphia area
July 9-13, 2014..
It will be the 12th EYE event.
EYE 2014 is geared for youth in
grades 9-12 during the 2013-14

Dr. Donald Goldstein, husband of the Rev. Patricia Geerdes
of St. Paul’s, Sistersville, died
March 16.
The Rev. Leonard Gross died
March 1. His funeral was held at
Trinity, Morgantown, on March
5. Survivors include his wife,
Louise.
Mollie Stathers, wife of the
Rev. Birk Stathers, died Jan.
28. Her funeral was held at St.
James, Lewisburg, on Feb. 1.
Louise Henshaw Reaves,
95, widow of the Rev. James
M. Reaves (rector of St. Paul’s,
Wheeling, and St. Mark’s, St.
Albans, in the 1950s), died Jan.
5. A memorial service was held
at All Saints of the Desert Episcopal Church, Sun City, Ariz.,
where her husband had served
as rector for 10 years. Both were
Martinsburg natives.
Ouida Davis, who served in
the diocese in a variety of capacities, died Dec. 15. She also
served on the board of the Washington National Cathedral from
Province III.
Rest eternal grant to Thy servants, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them.

Stewardship Study Series Available
The Diocesan Commission on Stewardship offers three study series designed to help
individuals and congregations build an attitude of thankfulness throughout the year:

Linda Crocker, commission chair, said, “Commission members continue to be available

New Chapter of Integrity Founded
The churches of the Greenbrier
Episcopal Ministries -- St. Thomas in White Sulphur Springs and
Church of the Incarnation in Ronceverte -- are “Out Loud Parishes.”
This means that the congregations intentionally welcome
members of the LGBT (Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual and Transgender)
community to worship with them
and become part of their communities. GEM is now founding a
chapter of Integrity, the national
LGBT organization of the Episcopal Church. Founded in 1974,
Integrity has been a proponent for
inclusion of the LGBT community in all aspects of the Episcopal
Church.
On Feb. 20, a meeting to initiate an “Integrity chapter in formation” was held in Butler Hall of
St. Thomas. The Rev. C. Christopher Thompson, missioner of
GEM, hosted the meeting attended by members of the two congregations and other interested folk
from the community.
The new chapter will be known
as Integrity of the Greenbrier
Valley. Thompson asked folks to
share their interest and goals for
the group.
Dr. Coy Flowers, president of
the board of Fairness West Virginia, was also in attendance.
Fairness West Virginia is the
statewide LGBT organization
which supports issues of equality.

Photo by Carling McManus
Founding members and friends of Integrity of the Greenbrier Valley are, front
row from left, Mary Jo Thompson, Janeal Quinell, Sharon Schafer, the Rev.
Betsy Walker, Pat Pate and Kim Racer; back row from left, Dr. Coy Flowers, Bill
Shiffer and the Rev. Chris Thompson.

Flowers was able to share statistics regarding LGBT people living in West Virginia, now identiwithin the state according to 2010
Members of the new Integrity
chapter are pleased to be a sponsoring organization of the lobbying efforts of Fairness West
Virginia. A bill to include sexual
orientation and gender identity
in the nondiscrimination laws of
West Virginia was introduced in
this year’s session of the Legislature.
On March 9, Delegate George
Ambler and state Sen. Ronald
Miller, both from Greenbrier

County, visited Butler Hall to address this legislation and to begin
a conversation involving LGBT
issues of their constituents. Integrity of the Greenbrier Valley and
Fairness West Virginia are excited about the possibilities for future activities and initiatives that
can be developed.
St. Thomas vestry member Pat
Pate summed up the excitement
about the new chapter. “Forming this chapter is a wonderful,
welcoming and holy thing for the
churches to be doing,” she said.
“It’s time to include everyone in
our worshiping community. I am
proud to be a member of Integrity
of the Greenbrier Valley.”

Archbishop of Canterbury

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Following the greeting of peace,
a Ghanaian song, Gbeh Kpa Kpa
Ba (A New Beginning), was performed as African dancers led the
archbishop to the Nave pulpit to
read the Gospel of Matthew 14:
22-3, in which Christ tells Peter
to leave his storm-rocked boat and
come across the water to him, before returning to preach from the
Chair of St. Augustine.
“[T]he church transforms society when it takes the risks of renewal in prayer, of reconciliation.

the Anglican Communion, is faced
with “a challenge for the imagination.”
“What do we mean by the Anglican Communion, and how does
it contribute as a blessing to the
world in which we live in its present circumstances?” he asked.
“That challenge to the imagination
is something that is constantly renewed and we need to be very reactive to it, and not allow ourselves
to get bogged down in looking inward.”

the good news of Jesus Christ,” he
said during his sermon. “There is
every possible reason for optimism

about the future of Christian faith
in our world and in this country.
Optimism does not come from us,
but because to us and to all people
Jesus comes and says ‘Take heart,
it is I, do not be afraid.’
“We are called to step out of
the comfort of our own traditions
and places, and go into the waves,
reaching for the hand of Christ. Let
us provoke each other to heed the
call of Christ, to be clear in our
declaration of Christ, committed in
prayer to Christ, and we will see a
world transformed.”
In a recent interview for Anglican
World magazine, Welby said that
in his new role he, with the rest of

– Matthew Davies is an editor/
reporter for the Episcopal News
Service.

Feeding Body and Soul at Sandscrest

The program committee of the Sandscrest Foundation Board is offering three Sunday evenings
featuring adult education, potluck dinners and Vespers.

Designed primarily for people in the Northern Deanery, but open to all, the events will take place at
Sandscrest Retreat and Conference Center in Wheeling on April 28, July 14 and Oct. 20.
The evening begins with adult education at 5 p.m., dinner at 6 p.m. and Vespers at 7 p.m. Participants
are invited to attend all or part of the evening’s events. The three adult education sessions will be
independent of one another, allowing for “drop-in” participation.
For dinner, Sarah Lydick, master chef and executive director of Sandscrest, will provide a gourmet
soup. Participants are asked to bring a salad, side dish or dessert, according to this scheme:
Last name beginning with A-M, salad or side dish
Last name beginning with N-Z, dessert
Reservations are to be made by calling participating churches or Sandscrest by
April 23, July 9 and Oct. 15.
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News from the Deaneries
Monongahela Deanery
St. BARNABAS, Bridgeport:
Well-known singer and musician
Fran McKendree presented an
evening of music and inspiration
on April 6.
CHRIST CHURCH, Clarksburg: The outreach committee is
focusing on hunger in the community and around the world.
More than 30 individuals have
participated in purchasing, packing and delivering “Backpack
meals for 70 children at three
Head Start programs in the
Clarksburg area. During Lent,
boxes and donated the money to
Heifer International.
PRINCE OF PEACE, Salem:
The congregation and other
churches in the Salem Ministerial Association have been working together on several community activities. They served 240
at a community Thanksgiving
Christmas parade and shared an
Advent service and Ash Wednesday service.
ST. THOMAS A BECKET,
Morgantown: Several members are enjoying “The Bible
Challenge.” Their goal is to
read the entire Bible. Information on “The Bible Challenge”
can be found at thecenterforbiblestudies.org. Plans are developing for an outreach trip to the
Highland Educational Project in
McDowell County June 16-23.
St. Thomas a Becket has several committed individuals and
would love to have people from
other parishes to join them. For
more information, contact Vicki
Iber by email at mcivli65@
gmail.com or call 304-612-0295.
ST. PAUL’S, Weston: An elimination dinner for outreach made
$5,000 and the Shrove Tuesday
pancake dinner made $500.
TRANSFIGURATION, Buckhannon: The congregation enjoyed an Epiphany dinner. Mem-

food pantry.
TRINITY, Morgantown: The
church is holding quarterly
breakfasts. Parishioners are encouraged to invite friends to attend.
Kanawha Deanery
ST. JOHN’S, Charleston:
Taizé prayer services were held
in the chapel monthly from January through March. The ecumenical services of song, prayer and
silence were open to all.
ST. MATTHEW’S, Charleston: The choir presented a
Shrove Tuesday pancake supper. The Youth Service Organithe Souper Bowl of Caring. The
youth visited Manna Meal and
served a meal to more than 115
people. A Wednesday Lenten
series, “Death and Resurrection
of Jesus,” featured ecumenical speakers, including Bishop
Klusmeyer, a Catholic priest, an
Orthodox priest, a Baptist minister and a Jewish rabbi. An adult
education offering, a discussion
of the book, “Proof of Heaven,”
began April 10 and continues
through May 1. Vacation Bible
School will be held June 10-15.
ST. TIMOTHY, Hurricane:
American Sign Language classes were offered free of charge for
adults, children and young adult
siblings.
HOLY TRINITY, Logan:
The church hosted an ecumenical Ash Wednesday service and
participated in the community
Lenten noonday services at First
Christian.
New Southern Deanery
CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION, Ronceverte: A
successful Mardi Gras/Shrove
Tuesday pancake supper was
well attended and lots of fun.
The Vestry voted unanimously

to proclaim the congregation
as an Out Loud Congregation
which reaches out and welcomes
gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender people to the church and
community.
ST. THOMAS, White Sulphur
Springs: The Greenbrier Episcopal Ministries Council met at
the church Jan. 27 and discussed
projects for dual outreach for
the Episcopal churches. The
Wednesday noon service of public healing and Holy Eucharist
is back on schedule. Members
enjoyed another “high tea” in
Butler Hall after the healing
service on Feb. 6. The Vestry
voted unanimously to proclaim
the congregation as an Out Loud
Congregation which reaches out
and welcomes gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender people to
the church and community.
ST. JAMES, Lewisburg: The
Rev. Josh Saxe has been welcomed as the new priest, effective March 10. He and his wife,
Catherine, have moved to Lewisburg and are ready to embark
on their new ministry. During the
search process, Bishop Klusmeyer, Canon Donald Vinson,
the Revs. Birk Stathers, Chris
Thompson and Betsy Walker
celebrated Holy Eucharist and
the lay ministers of the parish continued to offer Morning
Prayer when necessary.
ST. STEPHEN’S, Beckley:
A Mardi Gras party included a
New Orleans-style dinner and
entertainment from a jazz band.
Episcopalians and Lutherans in
Beckley observed the season of
Lent together with a series of
programs exploring Christian
spiritual practices. Weekly suppers and programs alternated between St. Luke Lutheran Church
and St. Stephen’s.
:
A book discussion series is being
from April 9 through May 9.
Member Rob Merritt read poetry for a Lenten program; his re-

cent book of poetry is “The Language of Longing.” A Shrove
Tuesday pancake supper and an
Epiphany party were held. Women of the church packed boxes of
homemade cookies and candy
for shut-in members of the community.
Eastern Deanery
ST.
BARTHOLOMEW’S,
Leetown: The ancient service of
Candlemas, commemorating the
Presentation of Our Lord at the
Temple in Jerusalem, was celebrated. The service included a
special blessing of candles that
people use in their private prayer
spaces at home. Each person
who attended received a special
prayer card to use when lighting
candles.
Northern Deanery
OLDE ST. JOHN’S, Colliers: The congregation adopted
a family of six for Christmas,
providing gifts, clothes, shoes
and coats for four children and
Christmas dinner and food for
their pantry. Stockings and gift
girls at Brooke Place, a home for
girls at-risk. The Sunday school
put on an audience-participation
Christmas program. During
Bishop Klusmeyer’s visitation,
four children, Josh, Wanda,
Emily and Wyoming Burton,
were baptized and Jeanne Ferrell and Johanna Klepack were
received. Jessica Scott became
gregation in three years.
LAWRENCEFIELD PARISH,
Wheeling: Parishioner Anna
Kueberth taught a Pysanky
workshop on Feb. 23. Pysanky
are the Russian/ Ukrainian-style
Easter eggs made using the reserved wax method and natural
dyes. Participants came from
as far away as Moundsville and
produced many beautiful eggs,
along with some rather exotical-

ST. MATTHEW’S, Wheeling:
Dr. John Holloway, senior warden, made his second visit to the
Elewana Education Project in
Kenya. During this trip to Africa, he also climbed Mount Kilimanjaro. Members of St. MatLuke’s, Wheeling, and Trinity,
Moundsville, participated in a
Wednesday Lenten study series;
sessions were held in St. Matthew’s parish hall and included
supper, a video presentation,
discussion led by priests from
the four churches and prayer
services. Music director Robert
Troeger coordinated the Friday
Lenten concert series and parishioner Judy Minder organized
weekly art shows to complement
the musical offerings. Lenten
Choral Evensong and a Good
Friday sacred concert were presented by the parish choir. A parish-wide Easter party featured a
luncheon, egg hunt, crafts and a
visit from the Easter Bunny and
a leprechaun.
ST. LUKE’S, Wheeling: Parishioner Kylie Mozingo, age 10,
has started a project to introduce
container gardening to people in
need. She and her grandmother,
parishioner Kathy Luikart, held
a bake sale to raise money to buy
bags of soil. They plan to assemble container gardening kits
to distribute through the food
pantry.

Southwestern Deanery
ST. PETER’S, Huntington:
The Rev. William C. Thomas,
priest-in-charge, led a Lenten
teaching series.

Please share news and photos
from your congregations and
deaneries with Editor Linda S.
Comins via email at lcomins7@
gmail.com

Mandala: the Sacred Circle
The 2013 Annual Women’s Conference
sponsored by Women’s Ministries of the Diocese, at Peterkin Camp and Conference Center in Romney

May 17-19
Edna Thomas and Melinda Thomas Hansen, will lead participants in learning about the mandala’s
place in Christian tradition and how it can be used in spiritual life. The retreat will include yoga (no
A brochure and a registration form for the weekend retreat are available on the diocesan website. The
cost of $160 a person covers overnight accommodations, meals and the conference. A commuter rate of
$80 a person is offered for those staying elsewhere overnight. Scholarship support is available. For more
information, contact Nancy S. Tonkin, Women’s Conference chair, by email at nancy.tonkin@wvtmg.com
or call 304-345-6808.
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Art Ministry Offered for Marlinton Elementary Students
Selected creations of art produced by the Marlinton Elementary School children are now on
display at First Citizens Bank,
City National Bank and Pendleton Community Bank.
In preparation for creating the
art work, children learned about
the artist Paul Klee. In addition to
being an artist, Klee was a musician, writer and teacher. Many of
his greatest paintings are simply
colors and shapes. He wanted
people who viewed his art to experience a strong emotional feeling about what they saw. Klee
often gave his paintings a musical
feeling. To accomplish this, he
used patterns of bright colors and
shapes that made people imagine
rhythms of music when viewing

his paintings.
Klee especially liked the integrity and simplicity inherently
found in paintings created by
children. Because of the strong
emotional content in his work,
Klee is known as an Abstract Expressionistic artist.
These concepts were introduced
to the children by listening to Sally Adkins and the Rev. Jim Lanter
read: “Paul Klee” by Mike Venezia and “The Cat and the Bird” (a
children’s book Inspired by Klee)
by Geraldine Elschner and Peggy
Nille.
The objective of the art portion of the lesson was threefold:
children had to learn the relationship between shapes and negative
spaces (the spaces between the

shapes); with the choice of color
and shapes chosen, the children
were to create a feeling of rhythm
and emotion; children were required to use acrylic paint as water media in the creation of their
art work.
Volunteer teachers making this
project possible included: Sally
Adkins, Tim McGinn, Gillian
McGinn, Terry While, the Rev.
Jim Lanter and Joyce Lanter.
This ongoing program is sponsored by Marlinton Elementary
School PTO,
Snowshoe Foundation, Mitchell
Chevrolet, Pocahontas County
Arts Council, Fox Fire Grill,
Pocahontas Episcopal Ministries
and the Episcopal Diocese of
West Virginia.

Gardening Retreat

at Sandscrest Retreat and Conference Center in Wheeling
Friday and Saturday, June 28-29

Diocesan Altar Guild Meeting
St. .Matthew’s, Wheeling
Saturday, July 20

Retreat leader, Marist Brother John Byrd of Wheeling, will lead an exploration of the
spirituality of gardening. Brother John is active in the South Wheeling Preservation
Alliance and is involved in the development and operation of the
South Wheeling community gardens.
Registration information will be available soon.

Details will be announced soon.
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Diocese to Offer Six Reading Camps This Summer
The Diocese of West Virginia has been awarded a full grant of
$24,000 from the Roanridge Foundation for the establishment of additional Reading Camp sites across the diocese.
The summer program in West Virginia began in 2012 with two
camps. This year, the number of sites has tripled:
July 8-12 -- St. John’s Episcopal Church, Huntington
Theme: “Explorers Club – Wild and Wonderful Pet Shop”
Directors: Susan Frank and Courtney Cross
July 22-26 -- St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, Beckley
Theme: “Daisy Dawson Is on Her Way!”
Directors: Dana Henderson and Vanessa Covington
July 29-Aug. 2 -- Highland Educational Project, Premier Park
Theme: “The Great Outdoors”
Director: Lori Osborne
Aug. 5-9 -- First Presbyterian Church, Hinton, Ascension Episcopal
Church and “Just Christians” Partners
Theme: “Get on Board!”
Director: Patricia Grady
Aug. 5-9 -- Memorial Church of the Good Shepherd, Parkersburg
Theme: “Hop on the Reading Railroad!”
Directors: Sandy Tharp and Linda Crocker
Aug. 13-17 -- St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Weirton
Theme: “Roaring Into Reading”
Directors: Rae Lynn Kosarik and the Rev. Gene Sheppard
required), kitchen and support workers, drivers and escorts, activities leaders and helpers, and teen counselors (age 16 and older). Also
needed are donations of backpacks for the children, new books for
distribution and school supplies.
Please contact the director for the Reading Camp you would like to
assist as soon as possible.

