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Bishop Calls for Being ‘God’s Faithful Witnesses’ in World

By Linda S. Comins
Bishop Klusmeyer urged 2016
Diocesan Convention delegates
to be “God’s faithful witnesses” in living out the convention
theme, “To Know Christ and to
Make Christ Known.”
He told the audience assembled in Morgantown, “We must
first work to know the mind of
Christ. We must be compelled to
go out in the world to make Jesus
known. We do that by word and
action. Go witness to the love of
Christ by what you say and what
you do.”
The bishop observed that “as a
diocese, we can be proud of what
we do,” but noted “there is still
more to do.”
Acknowledging “it is a scary
road that we travel,” with potential detours, he promised, “The
light that draws us, that gives us
a sense of direction, is the light of
Christ.”
Bishop Klusmeyer concluded
his convention address with a
challenge: “Let us risk all that we
have in the name of Jesus.”
In his remarks, the bishop
thanked all who work hard for
building up the diocese. He offered special thanks to Bishop
Van Koevering, the new assistant

bishop, for his work with parish
visits, Commission on Ministry,
Commission on Spirituality, flood
recovery and refugee resettlement.
Reflecting on the question of
“how’s the diocese doing,” Bishop Klusmeyer observed, “In West
Virginia, we are faced with significant challenges.” He noted that
the state has lost residents since
the 1950s and has one of the oldest populations in the nation.
The Episcopal Church lost 2.1
percent of its members domestically in 2014-15, but the Diocese
of West Virginia experienced
growth of .1 percent, or 11 people, he said. “It’s not much, but it
is growth, and in a state that has
consistently lost people,” he commented. “Growth is taking place.”

Go witness to the
love of Christ by
what you say and
what you do.
When June 2106 floods devastated parts of West Virginia,
Episcopalians stepped up to

half of all who helped with flood
relief.
Regarding other ministries, he
said the overall number of campers at Peterkin increased from 212
in 2015 to 230 in 2016.

Let us risk all that
we have in the name
of Jesus

Photos by Linda S. Comins
Bishop Klusmeyer and Bishop Van Koevering concelebrate Holy Eucharist at
Trinity. Morgantown, for the Convention service. Serving as deacons at the table
are the Rev. Nora Becker and the Rev. Al Prichard.

help with relief and recovery. St.
James, Lewisburg, served as a
distribution center for Greenbrier
County, with St. Thomas, White
Sulphur Springs, joining the effort. In Clay County, Marti Hersom and William Saviers “made a
difference. They brought life and
hope,” Bishop Klusmeyer said.
“The Episcopal Church was
leading the way” going forward,
he said, with the Rev. John Hagan

and the Rev. John Unger serving
on the long-term recovery committee and Dr. Cathy Slemp being
named as the diocese’s relief and
development coordinator.
Bishop Klusmeyer presented
Bishop’s Shell awards to Fr.
Hagan, who is “one of the major
faces for The Episcopal Church in
long-term recovery,” and to Hersom, “the angel of Clay County.”
They accepted the awards on be-

Reading camps “have become a
growing ministry in the diocese,”
Bishop Klusmeyer said. Ten
camps were held in 2016. Two
new locations requested camps
for 2017, he said.
He reported that the Rev.
Marquita Hutchens and representatives of Episcopal Migration Ministries are working with
Christians, Muslims and Jews for
the possible resettlement of Syrian refugees in Charleston. “We
are leading the way for those
whose lives were destroyed in
their homeland,” he said. “It’s an
interfaith venture to bring hope.”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

Hospital With Diocesan Link Joins WVU Medicine
By Linda S. Comins

Photo by Linda Comins
The Rt. Rev. W. Michie Klusmeyer, Episcopal bishop of West Virginia and honorary chairman of Reynolds Memorial Hospital’s board, offers a closing prayer at
a ceremony on Oct. 3 to celebrate the hospital’s partnership with WVU Medicine. Seated from left are Albert Wright, president and CEO of the West Virginia
University Health System; WVU President Gordon Gee; U.S. Sen. Joe Manchin,
D-W.Va.; Dr. David F. Hess, CEO of Reynolds, and Bernard P. Twigg, president
of Reynolds’ board of directors.

Reynolds Memorial Hospital,
which has its roots in the Episcopal Diocese of West Virginia,
has become a member of WVU
Medicine.
Reynolds, located in Glen Dale,
Marshall County, is the eighth
hospital to join the West Virginia
University Health System. Albert
Wright, president and CEO of the
health care system, said the partnership makes WVU Medicine
the largest employer in the state.
Reynolds has more than 400 employees.
Speaking at an Oct. 3 ceremony on the Reynolds campus to
celebrate the new affiliation, Dr.
David F. Hess, CEO of Reynolds, said the event marked “the
coming together of three entities:
Reynolds Memorial Hospital,
WVU Medicine and the commu-

nity.” He said, “I can’t think of a
better partnership.”
Bishop Klusmeyer, who remains
honorary chairman of the Reynolds board, offered the invocation and closing prayer, citing the
inspiration of Archdeacon B.M.
Spurr, founder of the hospital.
Spurr, rector of Trinity Episcopal
Church in Moundsville, opened
the hospital in 1899, with a major
gift provided by Emily Van Buren
Reynolds, daughter of President
Martin Van Buren.
Hess said, “The Episcopal
Church did an incredible job of
taking over and providing health
care in this community.”
In the 1970s, Bishop Campbell turned over operation of the
hospital to the community, with a
condition that if the hospital ever
ceased to exist, its assets would

More Diocesan Convention photos on page 5

revert to the diocese.
Speaking of the hospital’s purchase in his Diocesan Convention
address, Bishop Klusmeyer said,
“We retained all of our rights. We
negotiated hard for the residents
of Marshall County.”
Diocesan representatives pushed
hard and got a guarantee from
WVU Medicine that it would
continue to operate the hospital
for at least 10 years, he said. “It
was an impressive victory for the
residents of Marshall County,”
Bishop Klusmeyer commented.
The Rev. Bruce Bevans of Trinity, Moundsville, continues to
serve as an official chaplain of
WVU Medicine Reynolds Memorial Hospital.
Linda S. Comins is editor of the
Dayspring.
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The Bishops’ Column

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
We live in interesting times.
We continue to live in ambiguous
times, with a variety of opinions,
with opinions often being presented as “facts.”
Back in the 1960s, a book was
written that seemed to throw
much of our thinking out the window: “Situation Ethics’ suddenly
stated that there were many areas
of life that were no longer “black”
or “white,” but rather there were
many areas of gray.
In the last several decades, we
have lived with this “gray area”
in so much of our lives. People
of good faith … people who say
their prayers, regularly … and
good and kind people … read
their Bible, and come to different
conclusions.
Name the situation, and we find
a variety of opinions and responses.
In recent years, as we have had
the opportunity to travel around
the world, we have seen a worldwide view of local situations.
Whether the matter is the role
of women, the role of LGBT persons or the presence of refugees,
we continue to wrestle -- worldwide -- with these important matters.
With regard to the latest matter
-- refugees -- it seems that this has
become a worldwide concern.
In Europe, refugees escaping
from their war-torn homes have
flowed across borders and have
flooded countries, putting added
strain and stress on economies
that are often fragile, at best. The
ever-present question about these
people is “who are these people,
and why are they here?”
First, let us say, loudly, that no
one wants terrorists or people
who wish to do harm, to come
into our communities. We do
background checks on all people
who will work in the Church, and

we would expect nothing less for
those who are coming into communities.
Over the past months, people
have been working together to
sponsor refugee families, to come
to Charleston, West Virginia. It
started as a few interested and
concerned people, and then began
to grow into a city-wide, interfaith group. Muslims, Jews and
Christians came together to see
what difference they could make
in the lives of people who have
lost everything.
They began to talk with Episcopal Migration Ministries, to work
with them. EMM is one of a select group that is registered with
the U.S. State Department and is
authorized to work for the resettlement of refugees.
Staff members of EMM have
been to Charleston, several times,
and have met with leaders in the
community. After much work,
they and the State Department
have determined that Charleston
would be a place that refugee
families could come to and be resettled.
Again, Muslims, Jews, Christians and others have all worked
together to make this happen
The FBI has since come to meet
with the organized Board, and has
offered assistance in every way
and any form needed -- from protecting the rights of individuals
and groups, to helping to screen
people who might come to West
Virginia.
While this was happening, but
certainly not as a part of this, the
words from the Book of Common Prayer continued to jump off
the pages, and to break open our
hearts:
The Litany for Ordinations
(page 550): “For the poor, the
persecuted, the sick and all who
suffer; for refugees, prisoner and
all who are in danger; that they
may be relieved and protected, we
pray to you, O Lord.”
“For the peace of the world,
for the welfare of the holy Church
of God and for the unity of all
peoples, let us pray to the Lord.”
(Intercessions, Form 1, page 383)
“For the peace of the world,
that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among nations and peoples, we pray to you,
O Lord.” (Intercessions, Form V,
page 390)
“For the poor, the persecuted,
the sick and all who suffer; for
refugees, prisoner and all who
are in danger; that they may be
relieved and protected, we pray to
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you, O Lord.” (repeated in Form
V, page 390)
Eucharistic Prayer C prays:
“Lord God of our Fathers; God
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob;
God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ: Open our eyes to see your
hand at work in the world about
us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for
solace only, and not for strength;
for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy
Communion make us one body,
one spirit in Christ, that we may
worthily serve the world in his
name.”
Our Baptismal Covenant states
that we will strive for justice and
peace, and respect the dignity of
every human being, and that we
will seek and serve Christ in all
persons, loving our neighbor as
ourselves.
We know that not everyone
agrees with the actions that are
beginning to take shape, but we
do know that we are all in need
of prayer and repentance. We are
shaped by scripture and our Book
of Common Prayer. We are called
to take our faith and to put it into
action.
We ask your prayers for the
Committee, now formed, for
those who are looking to move to
a safe home, for those who struggle with these decisions, for our
several communities and for the
Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ to
amend our lives and to strengthen
us to do God’s will.
In Christ,
The Rt. Rev. W. Michie Klusmeyer
Bishop
The Rt. Rev. Mark Van Koevering
Bishop

We are all in need of prayer and repentance. We are shaped by
scripture and our Book of Common Prayer. We are called to take
our faith and to put it into action.
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Rooted in Baptism: An Exploration
Have you thought about
becoming a deacon?
Maybe you (or someone
in your parish) wants to
discover God’s call.
The Rev. Dr. Mary Pope
said a diocesan retreat
tailored to explore these
questions is planned from
5 p.m. Friday, May 5, until
7 p.m. Saturday, May 6.
Various facets of God’s
call will be the focus of
individual and community reflection.
This retreat will be held at Sandscrest Conference
and Retreat Center, Wheeling. Provision will be
made for those who do not want to drive home late
Saturday. More details will be available next month.
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Commission on Spirituality Focuses on Peace This Year
Spirituality is peace …

Spirituality as peacemaking …

The spirituality of peace covers a lot of other spiritual disciplines. This year, the diocesan Commission on Spirituality will be focusing on peace. The need for peace today
seems heightened, palpable, but I think it is always so.
Peace is both a building block and a goal. Peace can come as a result of forgiveness,
gratitude, love, transformation, silence, prayer and many other spiritual disciplines. To
attain peace is to attain God’s kingdom. To work toward peace is to work toward the
coming of God’s kingdom.
Within peace, there are at least two meanings, and both are necessary. Inwardly,
peace is a state of well-being, wholeness and tranquility. It is an inner state of calmness. Outwardly, it entails wellness and justice for all people, cooperation and lack of
conflict. It promotes nonviolence and conflict resolution. The inner mirrors the outer.
And vice versa. Both are necessary. Disruption of one, in the form of anger, aggression
or manipulation, can morph into disruption of the other.
In John’s Gospel, Jesus says, “I come to bring peace, but it is not of this world. My
peace is not of this world.” He’s talking about a deep and honest peace that lasts. It is
based on justice and love for all people. It is a peace so exquisite that it passes all our
understanding. Peace be with you.

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God.” Matt. 5:9
(KJV).
These words should be familiar to anyone who has had a Sunday school class, Vacation Bible School or remained awake during the sermon. Today as adults, we see what
things are called blessings by Jesus Christ, when if you read carefully, the faithful following of these precepts carries risk and discomfort for the practitioners.
If you are not convinced, look back on our recent election and see the scorn placed
on anyone who didn’t escalate their conversations with invective and personal attacks.
It is not easy to be a peacemaker when everyone about you is ready to fight for their
favorite way of seeing things. All parties in the political spectrum were guilty of this
and hard as it is for this writer to admit, no one has a lock on all truth. We all overreact,
and we all get it wrong from time to time.
Despite dire predictions of experts, wild-eyed immigrants are not roaming the streets
and causing mayhem. Neither do Nebraska farmers carry anti-tank weapons on their
tractors.
We should really dial it down if we want to talk with each other and really discover
our shared concerns. This should be the first step.
I learned in Clinical Pastoral Education that listening requires work, honest desire to
hear the other and give their words thoughtful reflection. This means I’m not formulating a rebuttal before you finish speaking. I am responsible to reframe the message you
have given me to see if I understand what you meant. Then with less emotion and more
insight, we should be able to converse with the object of seeing each participant’s
point of view.
One of the many things I learned on our missional trip to South Africa was that the
Apartheid System was set up to divide the poor who were trying to organize for worker
rights in the gold mines. Artificial divisions such as skin color and birth place were
used to divide the workers in their attempts to win concessions from the mine owners.
Until people of all races and backgrounds saw the injustice in this, they were unable
to bring this horrible way of life to an end. This was done without major bloodshed or
open civil war.
Peacemaking is hard work. Bishop Desmond Tutu was instrumental in creating
the South African Truth and Reconciliation Commission which spared that nation a
bloody conflict. True, not all injustice was exposed and confronted as there are victims
who are still unaccounted, but this was due to human frailty not oversight by God. This
made Bishop Tutu very unpopular with some and even his supporters think he was too
ready to forgive.
Let us err on the side of peace and work to get justice for our poor and forgotten in
this country. Dr. Martn Luther King is our example in the United States. Both of these
men used peace to achieve justice, but as it (justice) always needs attention, we as the
Church are duty-bound as children of God to do so peacefully.

The Rev. Nancy Martin

Spirituality is vision …
We often think of vision as something static, constant, unvarying. Really, it’s so
much bigger than that! I like the metaphor of a kaleidoscope. The kaleidoscope is an
instrument in which the pieces of colored glass shift and change, altering the viewer’s
perspective. Instead of one view, the colors and patterns present ever-new possibilities.
All are lovely in their differences.
This same thing can happen within the “kaleidoscope of our minds.” Our minds have
the ability to see multiple reflections. This shifting often reflects the views of people
around us, or the environment in which we are. But true vision comes from a higher
place.
It is a tight line to walk. We can remember the importance of different viewpoints,
or we can make ourselves into gods. We can fight and reject the other person outright,
or we can listen deeply, trying to understand. And at the same time, we must be true to
our God and loving to each other.
We have all experienced visionary moments. They can be experienced by sight, by
voice or by sensations. The willingness to receive information from visions is often
borne from our willingness to let go of a personal, egotistic view. Visions seem to
come to those who are willing to receive them.
My prayer for us is that our ideas may be lifted above our own telescopic views,
moving closer to that vision God has for all creation. It is our choice, if we have the
desire and the courage to see and receive. So consider. Watch. Gaze. Contemplate.
Examine. Witness. Embrace the vision.
The Rev. Nancy Martin

Spirituality as hospitality …
Much of the current literature concerned with church growth points in various ways
toward practicing a spirituality of hospitality. Invite, welcome, share, enjoy one another. Be hosts, guests and friends. But learning is often best when seen in practice. At
least, that’s what knowing Terry meant for me.
Terry was a man of few words, but a great big heart for his family and close friends
as well as for those he had not yet met. It seemed that his favorite thing was to keep
in touch with his expanding circle of special people, and he and his wife were well
known for their generous hospitality. Terry loved to be with people, listening and enjoying. When he died, the church was packed with family and friends. His friends
agreed that Terry had been the best companion you could have – the kind of person
that would always be there for you, in the good and bad times, ready to listen or to
celebrate with you. “That’s what it’s all about,” he’d say.
In Terry’s life, we had a glimpse of the companionship of God with His people. To
companion someone means to share bread, to sit at the same table and share the food
of life. God is our companion in life, alongside us, in all our wanderings and worship,
sharing the good and the hard times, attracting us to His love as we deal with the ambiguities of life. For God’s Church to reflect such companionship with others, and so
to reveal the alternative vision of His love for the world today, living into a spirituality
of hospitality is to live our vocation, our highest calling. “That’s what it’s all about.”
The Rev. Helen Van Koevering

Kit R. Jenkins

Spirituality as play …
Do a quick Google search on the topic of spirituality and play, and the results are
clear; Zen masters, Taoist sages, Hasidic storytellers, Sufi masters and followers of
Benedictine and Ignatian schools of spirituality, among others, all encourage us to
play, to not take ourselves too seriously or limit our understanding of spirituality to
include only earnest, “serious” work.
Watch young children at play, and it is clear this is their life’s work, developing an
understanding of themselves, the world and their relationships with others. They begin
to understand how things work in the act of placing the piece into the correct cut-out
on the fiberboard jigsaw puzzle – and smile, perhaps laugh, with the joy of it. No ego,
no checking an item off a list; sheer joy that encourages more exploration and engenders more joy. We, as adults, could learn much from them!
How about making a date with yourself and invest in play as a spiritual practice.
Turn your daily walk into a scavenger hunt. Pull out that coloring book and crayons
you received at Christmas. Play catch with a friend, a neighbor, a child. Read a book
for the pleasure of it. Make a coffee date with no agenda other than to relax and bask
in the company you are keeping. Take a workshop out of curiosity. Pick up the phone
and call someone to whom you haven’t spoken in a while and laugh. Laugh long and
often and thank God for this gift of the spirit.
Some additional resources:
Spirituality & Practice, http://www.spiritualityandpractice.com/
Spirituality and Health, http://www.spiritualityhealth.com/
The Order of St. Benedict, www.osb.org/
Ignatian Spirituality, http://www.ignatianspirituality.com/
Hugh Prather, “A Book of Games: A Course in Spiritual Play”
Beth Marquart
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Seeing the Meaning of Christmas Through Santa’s Eyes
By D. K. Wright Saus

It started out as a strange Christmas. A little sad, a little off. It
required a bit of going-throughthe-motions just to get things
done. Loved ones would be out
of town. Dear friends were ill and
distressed. Even the weather was
weird.
And so preparing for St. Luke’s
free community Christmas Day
dinner in Wheeling was like that,
too. One whole huge pan of green
bean casserole (yes, with Durkee’s onions on top) hit the floor
and had to be thrown away. One
of the five large hams -- studded
with cloves and pineapple rings
and ready for the oven -- rolled
out of the pan in my car, in transit to the church, requiring much
rinsing and scrubbing before its
long basting-and-baking could
begin.
And if it hadn’t been for a frantic call from the owner of a local bakery, our volunteer driver
would have forgotten to pick up
the huge order of baked goods for
the dinner.
So it came as no surprise when
the former member of our congregation who had always played
Santa for the children’s gift give-

away portion of the dinner announced -- for the second year in
a row -- that he wouldn’t be playing Santa.
With one day left until Christmas, this was problematic.
But in my coat pocket, I touched
a bent piece of cardboard -- the
business card of the finest professional Santa Claus I’d ever seen.
Weeks earlier, I met him at a dinner, and he did such an amazing
job, I’d asked for his card. He
smiled (twinkled) and admitted
he takes it quite seriously and is
a graduate of Santa College. So
I pulled out his card and called
him.
“ON CHRISTMAS DAY?” he
had repeated incredulously.
“Um, yes, that’s when we hold
our Christmas dinner,” I murmured, almost embarrassed.
Amazingly, he said yes.
Arrangements were made. I told
him what time to arrive, how to
find the church office where he
would hide until the big reveal,
even where he would find his
check. (Yes, professional Santas
do charge for their services, especially on Christmas Day.)

Message from the Commission on Spirituality
We all long for a deeper level
of spirituality, in ourselves, our
churches and among those we love.
The Commission on Spirituality
has some ideas, but we also would
like to know: how can we help
you? What would you like to see
us offer? It could be ideas presented online, people coming to your
church to get things started, short
retreats, long retreats or getting
together in the diocese. We need
to know what you want.
We have in mind sending out
formats, which you could use to
get people together for local celebrations. International Woman’s
Day and Earth Day are full of
possibilities and would make fun
community get-togethers. We
are thinking of coming to your
churches offering short retreats
and a session on how to set up
Indaba groups. What would you
like to see? Send your thoughts by
email to the Rev. Nancy Martin at
nancyofmadamscreek@gmail.com
Image created by Harryarts - Freepik.com

Santa Claus greets D.K. Wright Saus, senior warden of St. Luke’s, Wheeling, and her husband, Chuck Saus. Santa paid
a memorable visit to St. Luke’s Christmas Day dinner.

I left for a family gathering in
Pennsylvania, handing the reins
(along with the hams, beans and
sweet potato casseroles) to the
wonderful volunteers who set the
scene and serve the dinner.

gave him an automatic smile and
hello. We were moving in different directions. But he stopped.

year. What a day that was!”

“I want to thank you for asking me to be involved in that,” he
said.

Later, I was told that people
came from everywhere, they ate
everything and one woman even
took home the ham bones to
make soup.

“In what?” I asked, distracted
with my own task.

Don’t let anybody ever tell you
that Santa is the embodiment of
crass commercialism. Santa can
be the real deal. And sometimes
he delivers The Message, along
with the presents.

A week later, I ran into a bearded gentleman (with a twinkle) in
a store. I didn’t recognize him,
and when he called out to me, I

“With that St. Luke’s community Christmas dinner,” he said.
“I’ll be sending back the money.
I had no idea what you guys did
there. It was amazing! So many
people! I was so honored to help.
I hope you’ll ask me again next

I got back to my car and felt
the tears.

Thanks, Santa.
D.K. Wright Saus is senior
warden of St. Luke’s Episcopal
Church

Emmanuel’s Elves Make Gift for Recovery

“Santa’s Elves” from Emmanuel Episcopal Church in Keyser visited Staggers Recovery
House for Women, with a gift of a larger television set for teaching and entertainment
purposes. The gift was given as part of Emmanuel’s outreach program. Posing with the
gift are, from left, Shannon Thomas, director of the house; Fred Riley, vestry member;
Bud Summers, outreach chair, and the Rev. Randy Nairn. Staggers House is sponsored
by Burlington United Methodist Family Services.

Page 5

Diocesan Convention
CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE
The 139th annual Diocesan Convention was held at
the Waterfront Place Hotel
in Morgantown Oct. 28-29.
The main worship service
of the two-day gathering
was conducted at Trinity,
Morgantown, with Bishop
Van Koevering preaching
and both bishops concelebrating Holy Eucharist.”
Convention delegates approved the diocese’s $1.8
million balanced budget for
2017. David Ramkey, chief
financial officer, said the
new budget is $9,374 lower
than the 2016 budget.
Delegates elected the diocese’s deputies to The Episcopal Church’s 2018 General Convention, to be held
in Austin, Texas.
Elected as lay deputies
were Kelly McGhee, Beth
Marquart, Karen Klein and
Linda Comins. Chosen as
lay alternates were Philip
Steptoe (first) and William
Saviers (second). Elected
as clergy deputies were the
Rev. Paul Hicks, the Rev.
Chad Slater, the Rev. Stan
Holmes and the Rev. John

Valentine. Selected as the
clergy alternate was the
Rev. Mark Seitz.
Fr. Hicks, head trustee of
the diocese, acknowledged
the dedicated service of the
late Carlyle Farnsworth,
longtime diocesan trustee,
and called for a minute of
silence in his memory. Giving the trustees’ report, Fr.
Hicks said funds held in diocesan accounts amounted
to $19.7 million as of Sept.
30. Ramkey said the diocese owns $14.5 million of
the funds, while the remainder belongs to parishes.
Ramkey said the diocesan
endowments have returned
to well above the pre-recession level and continue to
perform strongly.
The 2017 Diocesan Convention will be held at the
Charleston Marriott Hotel
Oct. 27-29.

Photo by Linda S. Comins
Bishop Klusmeyer and a pair of young guests enjoy the entertainment provided
by the West Virginia University men’s chorus at the Convention banquet.

Photos by Linda S. Comins
Bishop Klusmeyer delivers his annual address
during the 2016 Diocesan Convention at the Waterfront Place Hotel in Morgantown

Linda S. Comins is editor of
the Dayspring.

Photo by Linda S. Comins
Peterkin director Daisy McBride, at right, welcomes visitors to the
Peterkin booth in the exhibition hall at Diocesan Convention.
Photo by Linda S. Comins
Bishop Van Koevering preaches at the Convention service
of Holy Eucharist at Trinity, Morgantown.

Photo by Linda S. Comins
Bishop Van Koevering and Bishop Klusmeyer congratulate the
Bishop’s Shell recipients, the Rev. John Hagan and Marti Hersom.

Bishop Klusmeyer presents certificates of appreciation to several
people who have been involved in flood relief and recovery. In
the front row from left are the Rev. Nancy Martin, the Rev. Stan
Holmes, the Rev. Betsy Walker and the Rev. Josh Saxe; back row
from left, Bishop Klusmeyer, the Rev. John Unger, David Lumsden, Dr. Cathy Slemp and William Saviers.

Photo by Linda S. Comins
Jordan Trumble reads the Old Testament lesson during
the Convention service of Holy Eucharist at Trinity. Morgantown.

Bishop Klusmeyer introduces clergy with new roles in the diocese. From left are the Rev. Paul Hicks, new rector of Trinity,
Parkersburg; the Rev. Nora Becker, who is serving Christ Church,
Clarksburg, and St. Barnabas, Bridgeport; the Rev. Elizabeth
Leigh Hadaway, who is serving Christ Church, Fairmont, and
Bishop Van Koevering, assistant bishop.
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News from the Deaneries
Kanawha Deanery
ST. MATTHEW’S, Charleston:
The Rev. Kim Webster, new
priest-in-charge, and his wife,
Carol, were welcomed at a
Jan 8 luncheon. The choir is
sponsoring the Shrove Tuesday
pancake supper. Youth collected
for the Souper Bowl of Caring
and served at Trinity’s Table. A
blood drive was conducted on
Feb. 2. An Advent silent retreat
was offered on Dec. 10, with
reflections by the Rev. Helen
Van Koevering.
ST. JOHN’S, Charleston: Concerts at St. John’s spring season
begins with a Mardi Gras concert Feb. 26 featuring Marshall
Petty and the Groove. The other
spring events are Stars of Tomorrow, prodigies and prize winners, April 2, and Scott Hayes,
concert organist, in a Mothers’
Day serenade on May 14. Pianist Victoria Fatu and violinists
Cristian Fatu and Margie Cooper presented a Nov. 20 concert.
ST. MARK’S, St. Albans:
A Mardi Gras celebration is
planned on Feb. 25 with a traditional parade, a band playing
Dixieland-style music, Cajun
food and sales of crafts by local
artisans, baked goods, costume
jewelry and scarves. A service of
Advent Lessons and Carols was
presented Dec. 11 by St. Cecilia
Choir and members of St. Ambrose Choir.
ST. PAUL’S, Williamson: Out
of a series of recent Confirmation classes, a small group of
devoted enthusiasts has emerged
as a continuing study group
on Wednesday evening prior
to the usual light supper, study
and Compline. Another small
group has emerged on Monday
afternoon to practice centering prayer. A Rite III Celticinspired Eucharist, in late November welcomed a crowd of
80 parishioners and community
members from several denominations. Likewise, Lessons and
Carols on the fourth Sunday of
Advent brought the community
together again with lectors from
the United Methodist, Baptist,
Roman Catholic and Presbyterian churches. A light supper
was offered after each service.
The church continues to reach
out with a backpack program,
providing weekend snacks for
about 28 children from a local
elementary school several times

during the school year. Holy day
celebrations of Eucharist include
Epiphany and a Candlemas procession.

Southwestern Deanery
TRINITY, Huntington: Member Jeff Collins has set up a
workshop in the parish house to
repair and rebuild bicycles for
people who need transportation.
He began volunteering two years
ago at Trinity’s weekly outreach
dinner, the Gathering. Now
he helps manage this project,
providing more than 6,000 hot
meals each year. The Marshall
University Alumni Association
organized a community outreach
event, “Herd for the Homeless,”
held at the church in November. Trinity has a weekly breakfast and clothing ministry to the
homeless.

Monongahela Deanery
TRANSFIGURATION, Buckhannon: To share the Advent
season with the community, an
outdoor Advent wreath was constructed from 4-foot lengths of
PVC pipe, electrified and painted
appropriately. Each candle was
lighted as the season progressed.
Passersby, many of whom had
no exposure to Advent, asked
questions. A family living in a
motel had a merrier Christmas
thanks to church members. The
congregation also is helping
stock a school pantry project at
the county middle school.

ST. JOHN’S, Huntington: The
Rev. Lisa Graves developed
a noonday prayer service, specifically designed for inauguration
day on Jan. 20.

ST. THOMAS à BECKET,
Morgantown: The Becket Arts
Series concert on Jan. 15 featured harpist Christine Mazza.
Other performers were Jeanne
Frieben, Matthew Held and
five members of the William
Skidmore family: Bill, Dorothy,
sons Robert and Dan and Dan’s
wife, Elizabeth. The series’ Dec.
11 performance was a cabaretstyle concert featuring singers
Rebeckah Valentine and Rosemary Hathaway and pianist
(and St. Thomas’ music director)
William Haller.

New Southern Deanery

Ohio Valley Deanery

CHRIST CHURCH, Bluefield:
A Shrove Tuesday pancake supper is planned. Dallas Gray is
the new parish administrator.
Parish secretary Patricia Wilson-Delp retired after 15 years
of service. A pet blessing was offered Oct. 2. Thanksgiving meals
were presented to six local families; parishioners also helped
with a Thanksgiving meal at
Union Mission. Dinner is served
monthly at Union Mission and at
the Mercer County Fellowship
Home. The Rev. Chad Slater,
rector, participated in the Anglicans Ablaze conference and
mission trip to South Africa.
Caroline Merritt is participating
in the Episcopal Service Corps
as Safe Place coordinator for the
drop-in center of Sasha Bruce
Youthworks in Washington,
D.C. Dr. Kipp Cortez presented
a concert on the newly renovated
bronze bell carillon at Concord
University.

TRINITY, Parkersburg: A
Lenten dinner series is planned,
with presentations by Rebekah
Mathis-Stump. A Shrove Tuesday pancake supper is planned.
A lasagna supper was held Feb.
15. Barbara Full, Cathy Martin, Dan Thomas and Dr. Raymond Lawther are serving as
the music conducting team. The
Rev. Bruce Torrey is slated to
give a presentation on the Food
for the Poor organization on Feb.
26. The annual book sale was
conducted Nov. 8-12. Blessing
of animals was offered Oct. 2.
Trinity has aided Good Shepherd by providing 75 personal
care packages; the Daughters of
the King chapter oversees the
project. Smoot Theatre vocal ensembles presented a Christmas
concert. Cody Church, a Christian rapper, performed for youth
members and guests Oct. 23.

Northern Deanery
OLDE ST. JOHN’S, Colliers:
A collection was taken to do-

nate to the Greater Greenbrier
Longer Recovery Committee.
Member Darcy Riggs-Suslovic
baked and sold pies to earn $500
to add. The ECW is again supporting the backpack nutrition
program at Colliers Elementary
School, where a total of 95 bags
of needed food is sent home
with students each week. Jeannie Farrell, church member,
obtained $1,000 grant from Matthew’s Children’s Foundation,
a funeral home association. An
additional $1,000 was given by
Chambers and James Funeral
Home. Congregants contribute
food for the children to have
over the weekend. Church members provided meals at the Follansbee Fire Department after
August flooding in the city. Lorie Wagner and Connie Kafton
headed the effort.
ST. MATTHEW’S, Wheeling:
The parish choir presented All
Saints Day vespers and a service
of Advent Lessons and Carols,
featuring a performance of “A
Ceremony of Carols,” accompanied by harpist Marissa Knaub
Avon. Organ recitalist Roderick Demmings performed for
a new organ concert series. A
string quintet from the Wheeling Symphony appeared in concert. Erin Anderson directed
the children’s Christmas pageant. The Christmas distribution
project provided food baskets,
clothing, toys and other gifts to
66 families in Ohio County and
gifts to the Children’s Home of
Wheeling. Julie Joseph is the
new chair of the annual spaghetti dinner. Sharon Joseph and
Adrienne Klouse are the new
co-chairs for the Shrove Tuesday
pancake supper.

Please send news from your congregations and high-resolution
photographs to Dayspring Editor Linda S. Comins by email at
lcomins7@gmail.com.

Third Annual
Festival
of Acolytes

St. Paul’s Church
Weston WV
March 25, 2017
Saturday

The Festival starts at
10am & ends after
Festival Eucharist, which
begins at 2pm. Festival
includes
choice
of
workshops, time with
the Bishops, lunch, fun,
& fellowship. Acolytes
of all ages are invited to
vest & bring banners,
crosses, & torches. All
are welcome!
Note:
Incense will be used
during the service.

RSVP by March 17th
304-269-5266
Workshop options include:
Acolyte
101
Scavenger Hunt, Communion Bread Baking,
building
Resurrection
Gardens, Acolyte Banner craft, famous Bishop Klusmeyer Acolyte
Races, Bishop Van Koevering mystery fun, &
more!
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Diocesan Family News
The Rev. Joshua Saxe, rector of
St. James, Lewisburg, has been
honored as 2016 Volunteer of
the Year in Lewisburg. Mayor
John Manchester proclaimed
Jan. 1 to be “Joshua Saxe, Volunteer of the Year Day” in the
city. He was nominated for
his commitment to organizing
and coordinating volunteer efforts immediately after the June
23 flood. The Mountain Messenger newspaper reported: “He
made the church available as a
command center for the United
Way of the Greenbrier Valley.
For weeks the church was the
distribution and information
center for people seeking and
delivering donations and cleaning supplies. Most notably, Saxe
and the church congregation offered hope to residents in the unincorporated Caldwell community, which was hit particularly
hard by the flood, by setting up a
distribution center in Caldwell.”
The Rev. Kim Webster is the
new priest-in-charge of St. Matthew’s, Charleston. Prior to accepting the position, he served
as rector of St. John’s, Waynesboro, Va., for 13 years.
Bishop Klusmeyer ordained the
Rev. Nora Becker as a priest on
Jan. 28 at Christ Church, Clarksburg.
Bishop Klusmeyer ordained the
Rev. Margaret Blanchard as a
deacon on Jan. 6 at St. Andrew’s,
Oak Hill.
Bishop Klusmeyer instituted the
Rev. Paul L. Hicks as rector of
Trinity, Parkersburg, on Nov. 19.
The Rev. Susan Latimer, former rector of St John’s, Charleston, has begun treatment for
breast cancer. After leaving St
John’s, she became rector of St
Catherine’s, Temple Terrace,
Fla.

The Rev. Thomas Comstock
Seitz Sr. died in Winter Haven,
Fla., on Jan. 2. A funeral was
held at Good Shepherd, Lake
Wales, Fla., on Jan. 7. He was
a longtime priest of the diocese,
having served as rector of St.
Peter’s, Huntington; rector of
Christ Church, Fairmont, and
rector of St. John’s, Huntington.
He also served as dean of at least
two deaneries in the diocese and
served on Diocesan Council and
many other committees of the
Church. His survivors include
his wife, Janet, and four sons:
the Rev. Thomas Seitz Jr.; the
Rev. Dr. Christopher Seitz; the
Rev Mark Seitz, rector of St
Matthew’s, Wheeling; and Peter
Seitz.
The Rev. Stanley B. Jones, former priest associate, died suddenly in his home on Dec. 23.
The Rev. Don Raih, former
rector and missioner of St Stephen’s, Romney, and Emmanuel, Moorefield, died on Dec. 2. A
funeral was held at St. Andrew’s,
Oak Hill, on Dec. 17.
Dr. Emanuel A. Kostas, brother
of the Rev George Kostas of
Holy Trinity, Logan, died on
Oct. 6 in Lake Forest, Ill. A funeral was held at St. John Greek
Orthodox Church, Charleston,
on Oct. 15.

Rest eternal grant
to Thy servants, O Lord.
May the souls of all
the faithful departed
rest in peace and
light perpetual
shine upon them.

Sunday Services End at St Andrew’s, Mullens
For 90 years, St. Andrew’s
Episcopal Church in Mullens
welcomed the faithful each Sunday morning to the little brown
church on the side of the road.
For now, though, the church has
chosen to stop Sunday services.
The last regular Sunday service
was held on Sept. 25. Bishop
Klusmeyer led a Eucharist on
Oct. 17 to mark its ending.
“The congregation has declined
in recent years to the point where
regular services and just the basics of operating a parish were
very difficult to maintain,” said
the Rev. Jon White, rector of St.
Stephen’s, Beckley.
Wyoming County has been hit
hard by the decline of the nearby
coal fields. The population today
is only a third of what it was in
its heyday.
Mullens once hosted a major
rail facility and its stores and professionals served the residents of
the numerous surrounding coal
camps. Today, little evidence of
that prosperous time remains.
St. Andrew’s was founded in
1924 and formally accepted by
the Convention in 1926 as a mission of the diocese with its formation and leadership entrusted to a
lay reader, George B. Halstead,
from Princeton.
The original church on Guyandotte Road was a kit building delivered by railcar and assembled
locally It took two and a half
years to raise the money for the
church, work that was delayed
when the bank holding the building fund failed and all the money
raised (about half the cost) was
lost.
That building was destroyed
in the flood of 2001. The current
building was built to resemble the
original closely, but with several
interior improvements.
For many years, the church

The Rev. David Thabet, formerly of the diocese, underwent
surgery for bladder cancer in
September.

Ash Wednesday March 1

Bishop Klusmeyer, clergy and laity gather for the final service Oct. 17 at St.
Andrew’s, Mullens.

was led by lay readers from the
Church Army, and most recently,
St. Andrew’s was led by priests
from St. Stephen’s in Beckley.
In 1974, the Rev. Adeeb M.
Khalil, originally ordained in
Cairo, Egypt, and then newly arrived in America delivered his
first service to the congregation
of St. Andrew’s.
Probably no single minister has
had as great an impact on the life
of St. Andrew’s as Fr. Khalil, who
served St. Andrew’s for over 40
years. He retired in 2012 after Fr.
White became priest-in-charge,
but he continued to serve regularly and his last service was on
April 12, 2015. He devoted his
time, friendship and compassion
to St. Andrew’s, its members and
the community of Mullens.
The years at St. Andrew’s during his ministry were among the
happiest at the “Little Brown
Church.” Fr. Khalil was priest in
St. Andrew’s for nearly half its
life since its founding.

Palm Sunday April 9
Good Friday April 14
Easter Sunday April 16

Despite the end of regular services, the current building of St. Andrew’s, Mullens, is still being used to provide services to the community.

The Rev. Adeeb Khalil served as
priest of St. Andrew’s, Mullens, for
nearly half of its life.

Though regular worship is
no longer part of the life of St.
Andrew’s, ministry continues.
“Clearly this isn’t what we would

hope for, but the seeds that have
been planted over the past 90
years will continue to bear fruit in
the years to come and we hope to
find ways to further our ministry
here in Wyoming County. And
who knows? Maybe we’ll find a
way to build a worshipping community once again in the future,”
Fr. White said.
In the meantime, the Episcopal
Church intends to continue its
participation in and support of
the Mullens Ministerial Association, the Itmann Food Bank and
the WAY youth center. A community partner is being sought to use
space at the church for the benefit
of Mullens and Wyoming County.
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Standing What?
By Dave Lumsden
At October’s Diocesan Convention, one of the orders of business
was the re-election of the Rev.
John Valentine (for a full term)
and the election of Doris Redfield
to the diocesan Standing Committee.
The vote was taken without discussion, and Redfield joined the
Revs. Pamela Shier, Chip Graves,
Chad Slater and John Valentine
(clergy) and John Beall, Ray
Lowther and Dave Lumsden as
the 2016 Standing Committee.
In our diocese, there are eight
committee members (four clergy,
four lay) each serving four- year
terms.
The absence of any discussion
or nominations from the floor
suggest that many -- if not most
-- convention delegates do not
have a clear understanding of
the roles and responsibilities of
the committee. Having voted for
committee members at previous
conventions, I can attest to having
cast my ballot without that understanding. Just another committee,
commission or council in what
seems like a dizzying number of
bodies doing the diocese’s work.

However, since being asked
three years ago to stand for election to the committee (and elected
without discussion), I’ve come
to appreciate how important this
body is to the Bishop and our diocesan family.
The Episcopal Church website
provides a brief summary of the
establishment and evolution of
Standing Committees within the
Episcopal Church. Mentioned in
the 1789 canons, formally established in 1832, and included in
the 1901 Constitution of the Episcopal Church, diocesan Standing
Committees have three primary
functions.
First and foremost, the committee is an advisory body for
the Bishop(s). The Bishop brings
matters of interest to the committee for its consideration and
feedback. The committee also has
the opportunity to surface issues
to the Bishop. Given the diverse
makeup of our diocese’s Standing
Committee, those conversations
are wide-ranging, very illuminating and impact diocesan decision
making.
Second, and an action occurring

at nearly every committee meeting, are the consents given by the
Standing Committee on a variety
of matters. Bishops elected to
diocesan, coadjutor or suffragan
positions within the Episcopal
Church -- in any diocese -- must
have the consent of a majority of
the Standing Committees within
the Church. At our October meeting after convention, the Standing
Committee gave its consent to the
election of a Bishop Diocesan in
the Diocese of Central New York
and a Bishop Suffragan for the
Armed Forces and Federal Service.
Property matters are another
area requiring Standing Committee consent. As most Episcopa-

lians know, real diocesan property cannot be sold, given away
or otherwise encumbered without
approval of the Bishop and the
consent of the Standing Committee. Most recently, the Standing
Committee consented to a property sale for St. Paul’s Church in
Sistersville. The Standing Committee consults with affected parish leadership when determining
whether to give or withhold consent.
While there are a number of
other actions requiring Standing Committee consent, one additional area is worthy of note:
ordination of priests and deacons.
Standing Committee consent is
required for candidacy and ordination of priests or deacons within
the diocese. Standing Committee
consultation with the Commission on Ministry is an important
part of this responsibility.
The third primary function -- and
the situation every diocese hopes
to avoid -- is Standing Committee
assumption of the responsibilities
as the ecclesiastical authority of
the diocese in the absence of the
Bishop. The Bishop -- as chief ex-

ecutive officer and ecclesiastical
authority of the diocese -- is responsible for every facet of diocesan life. While he or she carries
out responsibilities by empowering a small but capable staff and a
number of councils, commissions
and committees, final decisionmaking authority remains with
the Bishop -- or in the absence of
a bishop, the Standing Committee. Here again, the coordination
between the Standing Committee
and those same bodies -- particularly the Diocesan Council -- is
key to restoring ecclesiastical authority to where it belongs: in the
hands of a bishop.
If you are afforded the opportunity to serve on the Standing
Committee -- or for that matter
any diocesan council, commission or committee -- take it. Not
only will you be doing your fellow church family members a
service, but also you will grow in
your discipleship.
Dave Lumsden is a member of the
Diocesan Standing Committee

Episcopal Diocese of WV
P.O. Box 5400
Charleston, WV 25361

Emmanuel Keyser Helps Police

Emmanuel Episcopal Church of Keyser has made a donation to help with
training of officers in the city police department. Outreach chair Bud Summers, left, and the Rev. Randy Nairn present a check to Keyser Police
Chief Karen Shoemaker.

