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Presiding Bishop Addresses
Province III Synod in Martinsburg

by Linda S. Comins, Dayspring Editor
Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori made a brief return
visit to the Diocese of West Virginia on April 30, when she addressed the Province III Synod
meeting in Martinsburg.
od was devoted to orientation for
General Convention deputations
from the 13 dioceses that comprise Province III. The Presiding
Bishop spoke at the group’s initial session.
Describing the Church as being
engaged in “a Trinitarian dance,”
she used imagery of dance and
of drinking from a well to convey her message to the General
Convention deputies, bishops and
synod representatives. “We are
made for dynamic conversation
with God and with each other,”
she remarked.
“This world is deeply hungry
for a creative dance,” Jefferts
Schori said, urging Christians “to
lose ourselves for the sake of the
world.”
She observed, “We live in a
world deeply mired in fear and
trembling. We are rapidly losing even the vestiges of what we
have known for generations.” In
that atmosphere, she said, there is
“enormous hunger and thirst for
that well of life all around us.”
The challenge for the Church,
she said, continues to be in “learning to turn outward.”
As the Episcopal Church, “we
understand ourselves as the ‘Middle Way’” and “read the Scrip-
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tures thoughtfully,” the Presiding
Bishop said. “At our best, we value diversity in theology, worship,
music and people.”
The Episcopal Church is adapt-

able to varied local contexts.
“New occasions teach new duties,” she said, adding, “Tradition
is meant to ground us, but not like
a tar pit or fossil ground.”

On a positive note, she remarked, “The Church is one of
the few places where many generations continue to gather.”
The Presiding Bishop said the
Episcopal Church values the
roles of all in decision making
and demonstrates “an ability and
strong desire to partner with other
people of faith. We recognize that
reconciling the world to Christ requires all,” she commented.
Christians, she said, “have to
keep learning new ways to tell the
old, old story.” For example, for
many people, primary encounters
with the faith are no longer limited to Sunday mornings or inside
church buildings. “We need to be
open to more varied expressions
of church,” she commented.
Calling for partnership in God’s
mission, the Presiding Bishop
said, “Everybody needs to be
formed as partners in that Trinitarian dance … We are a people
invited by God to join the dance.
We are invited to join His way of
loving and share it with others.”
Urging individuals to give, not
hoard, one’s gifts, she commented, “We are here to serve God’s
people and God’s creation rather
than ourselves.”
The core of the Christian life,
she believes, is to “put down your
burdens and pick up a new challenge.” She encouraged the audience to step outside their comfort
zones and discover their own
courage.
“Go home and keep stirring

things up,” Jefferts Schori concluded.
The 2012 General Convention
will take place in Indianapolis

“We are here
to serve God’s
people and
God’s creation
rather than
ourselves”
July 3-12. Bishop Klusmeyer
will participate in the House of
Bishops sessions during the General Convention. The Diocese of
West Virginia’s deputation to the
House of Deputies consists of
four clergy deputies and four lay
deputies, all elected by the Diocesan Convention.
The clergy deputies are the
Rev. Cheryl Winter, the Rev. Stan
Holmes, the Rev. John Valentine
and the Rev. Paul Hicks. The lay
deputies are Sissy Poland (chair
of the deputation), Beth Marquart, Linda S. Comins and Toni
Lynne DeVore.
The 13 dioceses in Province III
are Bethlehem, Central Pennsylvania, Delaware, Easton, Maryland, Northwestern Pennsylvania,
Pittsburgh, Southern Virginia,
Southwestern Virginia, Virginia,
Washington and West Virginia

Geocachers Taking Episcopal Shield Across U.S.
The Episcopal shield is making
its way across the country with
the help of some geocachers.
Geocachers are people who
participate in high-tech treasure
hunts around the world using
GPS devices. This is known as
geocaching. These treasure seekCache Hunt Site and retrieving

coordinates and clues to make
Eddie Isom, a member of St.
Stephen’s Episcopal Church in
Beckley, where he serves as a lector, placed an Episcopal shield
travel bug in one of these sites
with the hope other geocachers
would grab it, take it with them
and drop it at other sites. Travel
bugs have special codes to make

them trackable when they are
logged. The EpiscoBug, as Isom
called it, is simply an Episcopal
shield pendant attached to a travel
bug dog tag.
Isom said he sees the travel
bug as modern-day evangelism
in a small way. “I was looking
for a way to combine two things
that I really love,” he said. “And
at the same time, I wanted to ex-

pose some people to the Episcopal Church in a fun way that isn’t
preachy.”
Isom said he hopes people
EpiscoBug and taking it to other
locations. “It would also be nice
if someone who has never seen
our shield takes an interest and
maybe does an Internet search to
see just what an Episcopal shield
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is and maybe spark a little interest
in learning about the church,”
CONTINUED PAGE 2
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The Bishop’s Column

Dear Brothers and Sisters in
Christ,
At the Eucharist which was
celebrated during the recent Diocesan Council meeting, Council
members heard the story of the
call of Samuel.
In the lesson, we hear of the
young boy Samuel, who hears a
voice calling him, and presumes
that it is the voice of Eli calling
him. He jumps up and runs to Eli.
This happens three times, until Eli
realizes that the voice must be the
Voice of God, and tells Samuel to
listen to that voice. Thus begins
an amazing story.
Listening for the voice of God ….
Recently I heard the story of a
priest in the Sudan, who had been
struggling with a call he felt he
had been hearing from God. He

felt that God was calling him
to leave his home, and to travel
north into a new region. He knew
that there were many in that area
who worshiped idols, and this
concerned him, but he continued
to struggle with this “voice from
within.”
Finally he picked up, and traveled north. He went by boat and
by foot to get there. When he arrived, he had hopes of planting a
new Church, but felt it would be
necessary to talk to the most respected/senior person in the village. He searched the man out,
and found that he was most welcoming. However, he was not a
Christian, and had no real desire
to become a Christian.
As was and is the custom, they
sat and talked for a long while.
Days, in fact.
News of this stranger’s visit
began to spread around, and on
the second or third day, another
man came to the place where they
were meeting. The man had been
crippled since an early age, and
was in pain most of the time. He
introduced himself to the priest,
who immediately laid hands on
him and prayed. The next morning, the disabled man stood up,
and began to walk with no assistance of a cane, or any other
device.
The village people were so in
awe that many immediately con-

verted, and were baptized. The
“‘Elder”’ also became a believer,
and began to gather all of his
idols, and began burning them
all!
plant took place.
Soon after, a new Diocese was
formed, and this “itinerant priest”
Miracles happen all the time!
God calls each of us to do the
ministry in this world, but too often we are more like Samuel than
we are like the priest. Too often,
we believe that if we ignore the
voice, or if we run and get busy,
the voice will subside and go
away.
Too often in my own life, I have
found that God is persistent. God
will continue to call, and to draw
us closer and closer to God’s will.
God will indeed draw us from
where we are comfortable, and
take us to new places. We have
only to listen and say, “Speak, for
your servant listens.”
May we have ears to hear …
hearts to care ... and the willingness and strength to answer God’s
call for each of us.
In Christ,
The Rt. Rev. W. Michie Klusmeyer
Bishop

After his retirement, he served
as priest-in-charge at St. Peter’s
Episcopal Church in Bridgton,
Maine, where he oversaw the
construction of a new church
building. A celebration of his life
was held at St. Peter’s on June 7.
He earned a Bachelor of Sacred
Theology degree from the General Theological Seminary in 1964
and a Doctor of Ministry degree
from Hartford Seminary in 1980.
He was awarded honorary Doctor of Divinity degrees from both
General and Virginia Theological
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Former Diocesan Bishop Dies
The Rt. Rev. John Smith, sixth
Bishop of West Virginia from
1989 to 1999, died in Maine on
June 2 at the age of 72, after a
two-year struggle with leukemia.
Ordained to the priesthood
in 1965, he served parishes in
Maine and Vermont before he
was elected bishop. During his
10 years in West Virginia, Bishop
Smith emphasized cluster ministries. He wrote “Cluster Ministry:
A faithful response to change,”
about models for ministry in
small communities, in 1996.

The Episcopal Diocese of
West Virginia

Seminary.
Survivors include his wife,
Victoria Dawley Smith, and their
daughters. Condolences may be
sent to Mrs. Smith at 42 Signature
Drive, Brunswick, ME 04011.
Memorial gifts, in honor of
Bishop Smith, may be sent to
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church,
42 Sweden Road, Bridgton,
ME 04009 or to the Mid-Coast
Hunger Prevention Program,
84A Union St., Brunswick, ME
04011.

Participating
in
the Easter Vigil at
ish Church, Wheeling, are, from left.
parishioner
Lee
-

parishioner
Martin.

Comins

Lisa
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Safeguarding God’s Children
Saturday, June 30
St. Christopher, Charleston, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturday, June 30
St. Matthew’s, Wheeling, 9 a.m. to noon.
The registration cost is $15 to cover lunch and training
material for the Charleston session and $5 to cover training
material only in Wheeling (no lunch provided).
To register, send your information and a check (payable to
the Diocese of West Virginia) to:
Diocese of WV, PO Box 5400, Charleston, WV 25361.

Geocachers
he said. “On top of that, fellow
Episcopalian geocachers may
thing they are very familiar with
while geocaching.”
Isom placed the EpiscoBug in a
geocache in Beckley on July 13,
2011. Since that date, it has traveled with the help of geocachers
to 12 states and two Canadian
provinces and was last seen on its
way to California.
“I always get a little excited
when I suddenly get an email that

continued from page 1
the EpiscoBug has been grabbed
or dropped by someone,” Isom
said. “You never know when it
will get lost. There are sometimes
long periods when nothing happens and you think someone has
forgotten about it. It will be interesting to see how long this continues, and just if it will ever make
it to all 50 states and then come
back to West Virginia.”
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it is we promise to do and be at

sion on Ministry will be a new
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Above: Fifteen Ministry Developers from all over the United States.
and Canada gathered at Sandscrest on April 14-19 for a retreat and
conference sponsored by the Ministry Developers Collaborative.
In attendance were, front row from left, Theresa Brion (Maryland),
Faith Perrizo and Mo (West Virginia) and Tracie Lofhagen (Eastern
Michigan); middle row, Cathy Clark (Northern Michigan), Fran Gardner-Smith (New Hampshire), Dan Edwards (Nevada), Margaret Mary
Dempster (British Columbia, Canada), Margaret Babcock (Wyoming) and Derek Washington (Eau Claire, Wis.); back row, Theresa
Kelley (West Virginia), Jason Lucan (Minnesota), Danny Whitehead
(North Dakota), Dan Hines (British Columbia), Len Fraser (British
Columbia) and Stan Holmes (West Virginia).
Right: Dan Hines, Margaret Babcock and Fran Gardner Smith participate in the closing Eucharist.

-

Fly Fishing Retreat
Peterkin
Sept. 26-29

Anti-Racism Training
Anti-racism training sessions are scheduled on these dates:
July 14: St. Thomas a Becket, Morgantown
Trainers: Stephen Day and Katie Heller

The Rt. Rev. Skip Adams of the Diocese of Central New York will in-

-

limited to 20 participants. Contact the diocesan

Aug. 18: Trinity, Shepherdstown
Trainers: the Rev. Susan MacDonald, Stephen Day and Michael Roberts
Aug. 25: St. Timothy’s, Hurricane
Trainers: Canon Donald Vinson, Jack Stonesifer and Carolyn Tillman
The sessions begin at 9:30 a.m. and end at approximately 3 p.m. The
registration fee of $15 a person covers lunch and training material. Send
registration information and a check (payable to Diocese of WV,
with ‘anti racism’ on the memo line) to
Diocese of WV, PO Box 5400, Charleston, WV 25361.
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Summer Full of Fun and Learning
Peterkin Plans Exciting
Summer Camps
By Stephen C. Day
This summer is going to be great
at Peterkin! We have expanded
our camp schedule again to add
another camp -- Camp Generations. For more information about
that exciting new camp, see a special message below from the Rev.
Chris Thompson, leader of Camp
Generations.
Peterkin had more campers registered this year as of March 31 than
any time in the past four years!
We are also working on adopting
national standards in pursuit of accreditation by the American Camp
Association. ACA accreditation
will increase Peterkin’s visibility
to the outside world and, more importantly, by adopting and following these policies, the Diocese of
West Virginia operates by the highest standards, and takes these steps
to protect the valuable asset that

we call Peterkin.
We are also looking toward the
future with excitement and energy.
By the end of this summer, Peterinstructors on staff and we are developing plans for an archery range
on site. Additionally, we are exploring setting up a high/low ropes
course at Peterkin, which would
expand options for summer camp
programming and open up some
exciting opportunities for outside
groups.
This summer we are also hoping to continue our expanded presence on the Internet and social media. Check out our Facebook page
www.facebook.com/PeterkinCCC
for photos and videos as the camp
season moves along!

Calling All Generations!
By The Rev. Chris Thompson
Camp Generations is not a new
idea, just a new name. It is going
to be a week of renewed friendships, wonderful story telling, fun
games, great evening activities
and an awesome adult-led forum.
Some of your friends coming to
help make this week spectacular
are Anne Kersting West, Elizabeth
Hash Lopina, Amy Rose Fields,
Matt Staudt and many more.
One of the highlights will be
Peterkin’s own version of “The
Today Show” with two incredible
hosts interviewing campers each
morning. The stage in the pavilion
which will be converted into the set
of “Today at Peterkin.” The host

could ask you to “tell your tales of
Peterkin.” (Anyone remember Mr.
Turley?)
The day will include breakfast,
a chapel service, “Today at Peterkin,” adult forum and children’s
activities, lunch, rest, afternoon
activities (pool, Prayer Hill cleanup, games, etc.) dinner and evening
activities.
Calling all Generations of Peterkin Kids! Come home this summer,
bring your children and grandchildren, yourself and a friend, and be
part of the next generation at Peterkin!

Susan Sneed
Ann Christian
St. Thomas, White Sulphur Springs
Emmanuel, Keyser
E.N. Vinson
George Crump
Eleanor Crump
L.F. Sutherland
Dorothy Sutherland
Ruth Y. Thompson
Robert C. Thompson

William Hyman
Karla Hyman
Marie S. Kesler
Ray M. Kesler
Nancy B. Droppleman
Katherine L. Clovis
St Matthias, Grafton
Harry H. Fathy
Mary Lou Frazier
Mary Ann Storm
Barbara David

Reading Camps Being Launched at
Two Sites

Peterkin Schedule
Summer Camp has started! It’s not too late to register for
many of the camps being offered at Peterkin this summer.
Applications and complete information are available at www.
peterkin.org

The diocese is launching Reading Camps, an exciting new service
ministry, in two locations this summer.
St. Luke’s, Wheeling, is hosting
The second camp is planned at the
Highland Educational Project near

2012 Summer Camps

The camps will offer intensive in-

Hallelujah Hike, June 9-16
(Ages 13-18)

who are having trouble with their
regular school reading programs.
Organizers explained that Reading
Camp will be fun for the children,
and the supportive environment
will allow them to learn and grow

Mini-Camp, June 10-13
(Ages 3-8, plus guardian)
Beginner Camp, June 13-16
(Rising 2nd and 3rd grade)

without the pressure of a structured
classroom. This can be life-changing for young people.
Bishop Klusmeyer, Canon Donald Vinson, the Rev. Theresa Kelley
and Lori Osborne appreciate those
who have made contributions and
volunteered to help them launch
this important new ministry in the
diocese. They hope that many
more people will consider sending
a check and/or volunteering for a
few days this summer.
Contributions may be sent to the
Diocese of West Virginia, P.O. Box

Ann L. Dexter
Bishop W. Michie Klusmeyer
Dallas B. Shaffer
Curates Discretionary Fund,
Parkersburg
Leano D. Marshall
Trinity, Huntington
Patrick Edward Hooten
Cynthia L. Dorsey
Glen P. Crouse
Carol Ann Nestor
Melanie L. Dragan
Dale E. Sheppard
St Thomas a Becket, Morgantown
St Christopher, Charleston
St Timothy in the Valley, Hurricane

Family Camp, June 24-30
(All ages)
Junior Camp, July 1-7
(Rising 4th, 5th, and 6th grade)
Hampshire Day Camp, July 9-13
(Rising 1st to 5th graders in Hampshire County)
Intermediate Camp, July 15-21
(Rising 7th, 8th, and 9th grade)
MAD Camp, July 22-28
(Rising 4th -12th grade)
Camp Generations, July 29-Aug. 4
(All ages)

David L. Sullivan
Gloria N. Sullivan
Ann R. Burr

Conrad C. Hammann
Ronald G. Barton
Betty L. Buchanan
Theresa S. Thompson
Andrew W. Booth
Marilyn G. Booth

Lynette L. Neilson
Heyward B. Roberts
Peggy H. Roberts
George W. Wendel
Charlotte K. Wendel
Dallas B. Shaffer

Marjorie Sue Lilly
Grace, Middleway
Philip H. Adkins
Sarah Ashley Adkins
Sylvia G. Sanders
William E. Spears
Hayward R. Perkey
M.H. Smith Murray

Honnor N. Dorsey

Melanie L. Dragan

Ogden Nutting
Harry C. Barker
Martha G. Sams
Mary T. Busch
Nancy R. Wemm
Edward Rahal
Carolee Rahal
W.R. Duckworth
Wallace R. Burgess
Hugh L. Muse
Darlene D. Muse
Betty L. Buchanan

For more information or to volunteer for the Reading Camp at
HEP, contact Canon Donald Vinson at dvinson@wvdiocese.org or
hotmail.com.
Photo by Laura Bissett Mull
Children search for Easter eggs on the front lawn of Sandscrest Conference and Retreat Center in Wheeling.

Thank You: Reading Camp Donors!

Senior Camp, June 17-23
(Rising 10th to just graduated)

Karen E. Klein

Zion, Charles Town
Siobhan Elizabeth Patterson

Anna M. Russell
Stephen R. Stanley
Susan L. Stanley
Elizabeth M. Senseney
Dorothy Mergen
Richard M. Mergen
Dale E. Sheppard
Norma V. Bishop
K.A. Kemmerer III

Ruth S. Boyd
Kenneth W. Eastwood
Geri E. Howard
Lee C. Paull
Thomas H. Gilpin
Susan S. Gilpin
Fiore William Coppula
Frank O. Northrup
Gina R. Perry
Daunte L. Perry
Freda Soter
Christ Memorial, Wil-

liamstown
David Blair Headley
Elionora Headley
Karen E. Klein
Sanford S. Cormack
Anne E. Childers
Maxine G. Olson
Douglas C. Miller
Barbara Reynolds
St Stephen’s, Romney
St Mark’s, St Albans

Church, Fairmont
St. Matthew’s, Wheeling

Photo by Laura Bissett Mull
Bishop Klusmeyer welcomes children to the Easter Egg Hunt on the
grounds of Sandscrest Conference and Retreat Center in Wheeling.

Encountering God’s Handiwork
workshops on healing prayer ministry throughout the southeastern
United States.
The final session, “Recognizing
God in the Nature That Surrounds
Us,” will be facilitated by Master Gardener Kate Lehman. This
this workshop will explore various
hands-on practices through which
we can better listen to and engage
with God when we are in a garden.

Peterkin Camp & Conference Center Donors

Mary K. Warder
Charles C. Thompson

unteer for the Reading Camp in
Wheeling, contact Canon Donald
Vinson at dvinson@wvdiocese.org
or the Rev. Theresa Kelley at tm-

For more information or to vol-

Patricia A. Fisher

Thank You:

Easter Fun at
Sandscrest

ConneXions is presenting a weekend retreat called “Encountering
God’s Handiwork” at Peterkin
Aug. 10 and 11.
The retreat will feature “The
Good News About Healing
Prayer” and “Healing Gardens and
Healing Prayer: the Blending of
Soil and Soul,” with both sessions
led by the Rev. John Rice, who has
served Episcopal churches in Vermont and western North Carolina
for the past 23 years and has led

check to ConneXions, Diocese of
WV. P.O. Box 5400, Charleston,
WV 25361.
Space is limited. Deadline for
registration is July 15. No refunds
will be given after July 25.
Scholarships are available for
families of four or more. Contact the Rev. Canon Faith Perrizo
for more information by email at
FPerrizo@wvdiocese.org.
Costs are as follows:
Peterkin lodging, meals and program: $90 for each adult.
Koolwink Motel lodging and
meals at Peterkin and program:
$115 one per room or $180 for a
couple in the same room.
Peterkin and program, no lodging:
$50 for each adult.
Make checks payable to Diocese of West Virginia with “ConneXions/God’s Handiwork” in the
memo line. Send registration and

I love to think of nature as
an unlimited broadcasting
station, through which God
speaks to us every hour, if
we will only tune in.
- George Washington Carver
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Anti-Racism Trainer Training Offered
-

-

Donald Vinson and Youth and

whether in the church or in the
of education, group interaction,
ing, respect, appreciation and fair
and ethnic backgrounds.
Convention of the Episcopal
Church, it was ordered that “all
ordained persons, professional
staff and those elected or appointed to positions of leadership

and ordained leadership of the
Diocese including all ordained
persons, professional staff and
those elected or appointed to po-

-

and all congregations involved in
search processes along with their

-

sessions, but there is always
trainers will help coordinate and
ings throughout the Diocese in

as clergy and lay professionals in
the church.
On May 11 and 12, Canon

site, http://www.wvdiocese.org/
and parish newsletters for anti-

the Diocese of Washington and

Charleston, and Michael Roberts

training.”

Convention, the Diocese of West

the trainer-training were Katie

Diocesan
Altar Guild
Meeting

of West Virginia. If you are interested in participating in a future
trainer training, contact the Rev.

training new trainers located in
the southern and northern areas

Save the Date
Commission on Spirituality
Silent Retreat
open to all
laity and clergy
Bishop Hodges
Pastoral Center
Huttonsville
Thursday evening, Oct.
25 to Sunday morning,
Oct. 28.

The third annual Diocesan Altar Guild meeting is planned at Trinity
Church, Martinsburg,
from 10 a.m. until noon
Saturday, July 21. Reservations are to be made
by contacting director
Hollie Mitchell.
Participants are asked
to donate supplies for
the Martinsburg animal
shelter.

News from the Deaneries
Northern
Deanery Notes
ST. THOMAS, Weirton: During the bishop’s visitation on
May 15, the Rev. Gene Sheppard baptized Bryce Parrish,
Hailey Porter, Josh Porter, R.J.
Breit, Arthur Pernell, Roger
Battistel and Jodi Porter. Bishop Klusmeyer
Roger
Battistel, Jodi Porter, Arthur
Pernell and Tonya Morgan and
received Audra Pernell, Jason
Porter, Wayne Porter, Patty
Porter, Raymond Porter and
Tara Breit. Carol Village, Ella
May Knierim, Bruce Parrish,
Cecelia Parrish and Wendy
Speer
reception was held after the service in the parish hall. Planning
has begun for the annual Peach

second annual Mother’s Day tea.
high tea, a dessert buffet and
Jade
Och and Izzy Keim. Decorations
were provided by Nathan Harris
walking in the Marshall County
Relay for Life with Penny Evans

The Rev. Bruce Bevans contin-

ST. LUKE’S, Wheeling
prise birthday party for the Rev.
Theresa Kelley was held after
nator Judy Rebich and her crew
of volunteers are preparing for
July 27.

held in June.

place July 23-27.

TRINITY, Moundsville: Pro-

ST. MATTHEW’S, Wheeling:

supper helped Brian Games,

the birth this spring of Henry
Slack, Seth Will, Hudson Bradshaw and Jillian Mull
the babies have older siblings
participating in the children’s
chapel. David Shockey, Judy
Minder, Brad Miller, Christine
Miller, Mike Harasuik, John
Bradshaw, Jill Bradshaw, Rick
Oberdick, Meredith Schaeffer and Kelsey Ohler

burg
ebrated May 13. Youth presented

conclude with a cluster picnic.
Music director Robert Troeger
is organizing the popular Independence Day Extravaganza to

Tiffany Ash,
Aran Barney, Andrew Cooper,
Nathan Pritchard and Callie
Tanner prepared and presented
The Rev. Marjorie
Bevans

Lenten study series and the
Lenten concerts and luncheons

was held in the great hall for the
graduating seniors.

-

study and Wednesday evening
healing service and Holy Eucharist.

addition to other Holy Week services. Fish fry events were held

the Marshall County Young Life
vides scholarships for students

tecost luncheon was held. Marc
Harshman has been selected as
West Virginia’s new Poet Laure-

Elizabeth
Sudduth has been honored by
-

of Kay and Mike Sudduth.
successful.

Kanawha
Deanery Notes
Ohio Valley
Deanery Notes
TRINITY, Parkersburg
sion trip to McDowell County
and HEP occurred with 26 youth
and adults spending a weekend in
stone surface of the church has
been resealed to protect it for the
busy with a Peterkin Lock-in, a
bound of the parish and the for-

cancer.
GOOD SHEPHERD, Parkers-

ST. CHRISTOPHER, Charleston
Fred Chiles and
choir director Sally Miller ofurday.

-

Deanery Notes
CHRIST CHURCH, Blue: Diane Sudduth received
tion award for Mercer County
The Rev. Michael Snider has
been recognized as Paul Harris
Fellow by the Rotary Foundation. He serves as a director and

Deanery Notes
ST.

PETER’S,

Huntington:
Raymond G.
Pollard III was inducted into
Organist Jon Brannon placed

the Caribbean,” are planned for
-

Please share news and photos
from your congregations and
deaneries with Editor Linda S.
Comins via email at lcomins7@
gmail.com.

Page 7

Diocesan Family News
Sissy Poland of Martinsburg
has been honored by Virginia
Theological Seminary, where
she has served for many years
on the board of trustees. Poland received the Dean’s Cross
Award recognizing her as an
outstanding leader who embodies her baptismal vows to “strive
for justice and peace among all
people and respect the dignity
of every human being.” Long
active in the Diocese, Poland is
head of the Diocese’s deputation
to the 2012 General Convention.
Marc Harshman of Wheeling has been appointed as West
Virginia’s Poet Laureate. A poet
and storyteller, he has given
presentations at Diocesan Conventions. A member of St. Matthew’s, Wheeling, he served
previously on the Church Commission for Children and on the
Sandscrest board. Harshman has
written 11 children’s books and
three volumes of poetry.
The Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson is now serving at St Mark’s,
St Albans. Previously, she was
assistant rector at St. John’s,
Charleston. The Rev. Bill
, rector of St. Mark’s,
has left the Diocese to accept a
position in the Diocese of Indianapolis.
The Rev. Michael Jupin has
returned to the Diocese of West
Virginia to be interim rector at
St. John’s, Charleston. He had
served formerly as interim rector at Clarksburg and Bridgeport.
The Rev. Marie Lynne Mulford, who serves the River
Bend Cluster, earned a Master
of Divinity degree from Bexley
Hall Seminary on May 20 She
received the Philander Chase
Award, given to the graduating
student showing excellence in
leadership.
Jon White graduated from
Bexley Hall Seminary on May
20 He is canonically resident
in the Diocese of Oregon, but is
coming to West Virginia in July
to serve as deacon-in-charge of
St Stephen’s, Beckley. He received the seminary’s Howard
Weaver and G. David White
Award, given to the graduating
student showing outstanding
academic achievement.
The Rev. Anne Kersting
West has returned to West Virginia and is now serving at
Christ Church, Clarksburg, and
St. Barnabas, Bridgeport.
Trinity, Huntington, and St
John’s, Huntington, have been
working together to bring new
clergy to the area. The Rev.
Chip Graves, rector at St
Mary’s, Crystal Lake, Ill., will
become priest-in-charge at Trin-

Successful Retreat for Women’s
Ministries
by Nancy S. Tonkin

The Rev. Marie Mulford

ity. The Rev. Lisa Graves, rector of St. Philip’s, Palatine, Ill.,
will become priest-in-charge
at St. John’s. They will begin
their new ministries at the end
of June.
The Rev. Lt. Col. Donald
Bretz, a priest from West Virginia, serves as a chaplain at the
Air Force base in Enid, Okla.,
where the chapel has won Chapel of the Year for Air Education and Training Command in
the small base category; it will
go on to compete at Air Force
level. He has passed the 20-year
mark of active federal commissioned service. If you would like
to let him know of your prayers
for him and his work, he can
be reached at Donald.Bretz@
vance.af.mil.
The Rev. Julie N. Harris,
rector of Trinity, Martinsburg,
was hospitalized for a week in
March to recover from severe
anaphylactic shock after having
an allergic reaction to almonds.
The Rev. Kelly Marshall,
who served in the Diocese as
priest in several locations, especially the North Central Cluster,
has been diagnosed with metastatic pancreatic cancer.
Lottye Russell, wife of Dr.
Jim Russell of St. Christopher,
Charleston, died on Feb. 22.
She and her husband were involved in diocesan activities for
many years, particularly on the
Commission to End Racism. A
celebration of her life was held
at St. Christopher on Feb. 25.
The Rev. Stan Holmes’ father
died on Feb. 20.
Cathleen “Kitty” Hage, mother of the Rev. Ray Hage, died
on March 16. She was 97 and
the oldest living charter member
of St. John’s, Huntington. A Requiem Holy Eucharist was celebrated at St. John’s on March
20.
Rest eternal grant to Thy servants, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them.

More than 35 women gathered
at Peterkin Conference Center
for the 2012 Women’s Ministries
Conference on May 18-20. The
program, “Ordinary and Blessed:
Experiencing God’s Presence in
Everyday Life -- A Benedictine
Perspective” was led by the Rev.
Jane Tomaine, an Episcopal priest
and retreat leader from New Jersey.
The purpose of the conference
was to introduce St. Benedict and
his tools for living to the women
of the West Virginia Episcopal
Diocese. Building upon the belief
that we live out our Christian lives
based on the Baptismal Covenant
and the Great Commandment,
Jane taught about the Rule of St.
Benedict, providing insightful applications and practical exercises.
One lesson that we know, but is
good to reinforce: God really is
part of every moment of our lives.
We don’t have to be monastics to
experience God’s presence in our
daily tasks and our endeavors/
work. We just have to look for
Him.
The women enjoyed the opportunity for spiritual growth and the
chance to return to Peterkin, or
course, the renewal of old friendships and making new ones is so
important to a successful weekend -- and we did. The food and

Photo by Marie Hunsaker
Women gather on the front porch of Gravatt Hall for the annual
Women’s Conference at Peterkin May 18-20.

having Bishop Klusmeyer and
Marsha with us for the weekend.
In addition to a quality retreat
topic, there were a variety of activities and celebrations over the
weekend. Glorious music was offered by the ladies in the choir acviolin and guitar. After our closing Eucharist, a healing prayer
service was offered. Memorable
hikes were led by past campers
to Prayer Hill and to the falls to
experience the truly heavenly
spiritual Presence one can feel at
Peterkin. At the end of the weekend, women were hugging good

bye and promising to return next
year for the 2013 Women’s Ministries Conference. It is scheduled
at Peterkin for May 17-19. Mark
your calendars.
For more information about
Jane Tomaine, her book, “St.
Benedict’s Toolbox,” and her
work, visit her website: www.stbenedictstoolbox.org
Nancy S. Tonkin is a member of
St. Mark’s Church, St. Albans.

Greenbrier Episcopal Ministries
Honors Headmaster
On Sunday, April 22 faculty,
friends, students and members
of the Greenbrier Episcopal Ministries honored Andy Smith for
master of Greenbrier Episcopal
School.
Smith; his wife, Chris, and their
daughter, Tory, were on hand for
the service at St. Thomas Episcopal Church in White Sulphur
Springs and a reception in Butler
Hall.
Smith has been the headmaster at GES for the past nine years.
During that time, the school has
undergone times of transition as it
grew and the population changed.
Currently the K-8 school is located on Houfnaggle Road near
Lewisburg.
“It was important for his worshiping community to raise him
up for his ministry and wonderful leadership at GES. We thank
him for the outstanding job he has
done over these past nine years,”
said the Rev. C. Christopher
Thompson, missioner of Greenbrier Episcopal Ministries.

Photo by Pat Pate
Celebrating Andy Smith’s tenure as headmaster of Greenbrier Episcopal School are, from left, Andy Smith, Tory Smith, Chris Smith and the
Rev. C. Christopher Thompson.

This ministry is composed of
the members of the Church of the
Incarnation in Ronceverte and St.
Thomas, White Sulphur Springs.
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CPC Sunday Is Coming!

Photo by Wendy Speer
Right: Young people from St.
Thomas, Weirton, who were
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Klusmeyer’s visitation include Jodi
Porter, Hailey Porter, Jason Porter,
RJ Porter, David Porter, and Josh
Porter.

Photo by Linda S. Comins

and Reception during the
Bishop Klusmeyer’s visitation to
St. Thomas, Weirton.

Bishop Klusmeyer names the Rev. Dr. Marian Mazgaj, who has retired from sacramental ministry, as canon pastor of
the Diocese. A celebration of Dr. Mazgaj’s ministry and a dinner in his honor were held at St. Matthew’s, Wheeling, in
March. Joining him at the service are his wife, Juanita, and their son, Joseph.

Photo by Wendy Speer
Left: The Rev. Gene Sheppard,
missioner of Brooke-Hancock
Episcopal
Ministries,
and
Bishop Klusmeyer lead a service

The Church Periodical
Club will observe CPC
Sunday on Oct. 14. However, congregations can
designate any Sunday as
CPC Sunday.
Money collected supports book grants to our
seminarians and provides
copies of “Forward Day by
Day” to HEP in McDowell
County and the Federal
Women’s Prison in Alderson. On an international
level, Miles of Pennies
grants provide books and
supplies for children and National Book Fund grants
provide books and supplies to international seminarians. The need far exceeds the resources.
Debbie Ventura, diocesan CPC director, can assist congregations in preparing for a successful CPC Sunday.
She has a bulletin insert and other resources to share.
Congregations and Sunday School classes may want to
consider a fund-raising activity. St. Matthew’s, Wheeling, holds an annual “CPC Potato Bar.” The children of
St. Thomas a Becket, Morgantown, have been collecting pennies for MOP for many years.
All donations should be sent to Debbie Ventura, 201
Shady Acres Lane, Daniels, WV 25832. For more information, contact her at dventura1021@gmail.com.

