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Church’s Top Leaders Address Province Meeting in Martinsburg
By Linda S. Comins

The Most Rev. Michael B.
Curry, Presiding Bishop of The
Episcopal Church, believes the
79th General Convention will be
a holy convocation and an opportunity “to bear witness to the love
of God and Jesus.”
General Convention is being
held July 3-13 in Austin, Texas. In
advance of General Convention,
many deputies from Province III
– which includes the Diocese of
West Virginia -- gathered in Martinsburg for the annual Provincial
Synod May 6-8.
As the host bishop, the Rt. Rev.
W. Michie Klusmeyer, Bishop
of West Virginia, welcomed the
synod attendees. He also serves
as president of Province III.
Presiding Bishop Curry; the
Rev. Gay Clark Jennings, president of the House of Deputies;
and the Rev. Canon Michael Barlowe, executive officer of General Convention, visited the synod
meeting on May 7 and conducted
a morning session on preparation
for General Convention.
In addition, reports were presented on the Church Pension
Group, compensation and leadership, impairment, Book of Common Prayer revision, and province and church structure.

Photo by Linda S. Comins
The Rev. Canon Michael Barlowe,
executive officer of General Convention, speaks at the Province III Synod
about plans for the upcoming General
Convention.

By coincidence, the Presiding
Bishop spoke at the Province III
gathering just 12 days before he
preached at the royal wedding
of Prince Harry and Meghan
Markle at St. George’s Chapel on
the grounds of Windsor Castle in
England.
Anticipating a time of inspiration, education and legislation,
Presiding Bishop Curry said General Convention provides church
leaders with opportunities “to do
the work of God, to try to bear
witness as best we can to the way
of Jesus and the love of God that
we’ve known in Jesus.”
Well known for proclaiming
that the Church is the Episcopal
Branch of the Jesus Movement,
Presiding Bishop Curry predicted, “Our work will further the
way of evangelism, sharing the
good news of God, who so loved
the world that he gave His only
son.”
He related that when two children asked if he were God, he
responded, “No, I just work for
Him.” The Presiding Bishop said
his prayer for General Convention is that other children “will
look at us and say, ‘There’s Jesus.
There’s God.’”
Main issues to be addressed at
General Convention include racial
reconciliation and environmental
stewardship. The Presiding Bishop called for development of “a
human community where there is
room for all of God’s children.”
Care for the Earth and creation is
essential, he said, “because if we
don’t take care of it, it will take
care of us.”
President Jennings said the 79th
triennial meeting comes during a
sobering time for people of faith,
when “the United States and
much of the world is unsettled
and deeply divided.”
She remarked, “As Christians,
we know we’re called to make
a faithful response when people
around us are hurting.”
The three pillars of discussion
at this General Convention, in her
view, are racial justice and reconciliation, evangelism and environmental issues.

budget projects $133.7 million in
total income. Income expected
from dioceses is based on the
mandatory 15-percent assessment
that takes effect in January 2019.
Bishop Klusmeyer is serving
on the Assessment Review Committee, which is in conversation
with dioceses that may struggle to
reach the 15-percent giving mark.
“We are working hard to have
that conversation and dialogue,”
he said. “The committee is willing to be creative and inventive.”

Photo by Linda S. Comins
Bishop Klusmeyer welcomes Presiding Bishop Michael Curry to the Province III
Synod in Martinsburg on May 7.

Important issues to be considered include proposals for
systemic changes designed to
improve the flexibility, accountability and transparency of the

Church’s operations, she indicated. The Task Force on Marriage
and the Committee on the State of
the Church will report on social
justice issues. Also to be considered are parity issues related to

domestic and international pension funds for laity and clergy.
A recommendation is anticipated to admit Cuba as a diocese of
The Episcopal Church, returning
to the status it held before the island nation’s revolution in 1959,
she said.
Continuing discussion is likely
on the issue of socially responsible investing and divesting of
assets, as well as peace in the
Middle East. President Jennings
said legislation will be drafted
on a variety of issues related to
sexual harassment and exploitation, in response to the “#me too”
movement.
A video presentation was given
on The Episcopal Church’s draft
budget for 2019-21. The balanced

Evangelism, racial reconciliation and justice, and creation care
remain the mission priorities in
the draft budget for the upcoming
triennium.
The evangelism portion of the
draft budget maintains a high level of funding for enterprise zone,
church plants and congregational
redevelopment.
The racial reconciliation and
justice section includes $1 million
in carryover funds for reconciliation work; half of a previous $2
million allocation has been spent.
The proposal continues funding
for Jubilee ministries and ethnic
and indigenous ministries.
Funding proposed for stewardship of creation care continues
support for eco-justice initiatives
and creation care grants.
As deputies vote their conscience on the various issues, they
are informed by attending hearings, reading legislative reports,
participating in floor debates and
making prayerful decisions, President Jennings said.
Regarding the composition of
the House of Deputies this year,
she said 43 percent of members
are first-time deputies and 22 percent are second-time deputies.
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The Bishop’s Column
pause and rest.
Where have we gotten to, that
we have to use electronics to remind us to slow down? The very
inventions that have filled our
lives, are now telling us to empty
ourselves, and allow the quietness of God to refill our souls.
Silence. Stillness. Calmness.
Even the ringing in our ears.
To be silent enough to hear the
clutter, and know that God is in
our midst, calling us to return.
Calling us to rest.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
For as long as I can remember,
I have had ringing in my ears.
It’s hard to describe, but it’s a
high pitched “whistle”’ that is my
constant companion.
I have to admit, that for the
longest time, I had no idea what
it was, and I just thought it was
what everyone had. In the still
small silence of a quiet room,
there is always a constant “background” noise that I have tried
to ignore, hush or push out with
other noise – “white noise,” that
would finally silence the ringing.
As I sit here, and tap out this
notice for the Dayspring, with
each tap of the keys on the keyboard, the ringing takes backstage, but as I pause, I can hear
the whistling, loud and clear.
Over time, I have learned to
make friends with my constant
companion, but I have to admit,
it has taken quite a while. I have
learned, with years of practice,
to compensate for this noise:
turn on the television; listen to
the radio; rustle papers and even
turning my attention to various
thoughts have helped to quiet the
noise of my companion. Constant action, of some kind, seems
to quiet it down.
But I have learned, over the
years, that this companion is just
someone to live with … even
perhaps embrace … along the
way.
And now, I have an opportunity
to sit back, relax … turn off the
radio, and breathe in … breathe
out.
I have come to embrace not
only the silence (filled with the
ringing), but also to know that in
the silence, I have an opportunity
to “be still and know that God is
God.”
Our lives have gotten so filled
with “filling” that we have lost
sight of being still. Recently, I
have seen (and read about) new
apps for our phones. Apps that
remind us to meditate, or at least

To take a deep breath, and to
release it slowly, and to ponder
anew, upon the Lord.
As we race to get to the next
thing … as we work to cover up
the clutter of our lives … may
we take time, to pause … to rest
… to be still and know that God
is God in our midst.

Diocesan Altar Guild
Meeting & Workshop
July 7th
Grace Episcopal Church
Berryville, Va.
The session will begin at
10 am. and conclude with
a light luncheon at 1 p.m.
Hollie Mitchell, director of
the Diocesan Altar Guild,
will lead the seminar on
“An Introduction to
Altar Guild Traditions
and Practices.”

God bless you.
The Rt. Rev. W. Michie Klusmeyer
Bishop

The Rev. Georgia Dubose is
the bridge interim rector
of Clarke Parish, which
includes Grace Church.

Concerts @ St. John’s
2018-19 Season
Oct. 7 -- Oktoberfest, with the return of David
Porter’s popular Hillside Brass Quintet
Nov. 11 -- The Leviathan Trio, Lindsey Goodman’s flute, cello and piano ensemble
returning from an extended European tour
March 3 -- Gerald Lee, pianist, West Liberty University faculty artist known to Charleston
Chamber Music Society and Cavendish
Hall audiences
April 7 – “1’s Again,” chamber music by Ian Jessee
and friends
May 19 -- The Kent Camerata, acclaimed international touring vocal/instrumental ensemble previewing European program
All concerts are at 4 p.m. on Sundays at St. John’s
Episcopal Church in Charleston. The concerts are free,
with donations accepted. A reception is offered after
each performance.
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Province Meeting
CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE
Canon Barlowe said the House
of Deputies was established
through “the fundamental insight
that God has created each of us
in God’s image, and that each of
us have a place in the governance
of the Church. He observed that
“General Convention is at the
heart of what it means to be an
Episcopalian.”
President Jennings said that
852 deputies, 200 bishops and
16 members of the Official Youth
Presence are expected to attend
General Convention. In addition,
the Episcopal Church Women’s
triennial meeting is being held in
Austin during the same time period.
Representing the Diocese of
West Virginia at General Convention are Bishop Klusmeyer, four
clergy deputies, four lay deputies
and two alternates.
The clergy deputies are the Revs.

John Valentine, Stan Holmes,
Paul Hicks and Chad Slater. Thelay deputies are Kelly McGhee,
Beth Marquart, Linda Comins
and Karen Klein. The Rev. Mark
Seitz is the clergy alternate, while
Phil Steptoe is the lay alternate.
Alexander Ward, a member of
St. Timothy in the Valley Episcopal Church, Hurricane, has
been chosen as a member of the
Official Youth Presence. He and
Andrew K. Kasule, from the
Diocese of Washington, are representing Province III as part of
the 16-member group at General
Convention.
Linda S. Comins is the Dayspring
editor and a member of the Diocese of West Virginia’s deputation
to General Convention.

Bishop Klusmeyer Visits Companion Diocese

While attending the recent Diocesan
Convention of the Diocese of Colombia, our companion diocese, Bishop
Klusmeyer had the opportunity to
give a diocesan pin to the Rev. Alberto
Pinzon, a priest in Colombia.

The Peace is exchanged during Colombia’s Diocesan Convention and ordination of the diocese’s newest priest. Bishop Klusmeyer was a guest at
the event.

Bluefield Congregations Merge
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church in
Bluefield, Va., has closed, leading
the congregation to merge with
Christ Episcopal Church in Bluefield, W.Va.
A service of remembrance was
held on May 19 at St. Mary’s,
which was in the Diocese of
Southwestern Virginia. The official deconsecration of the closed
church took place on May 30.
The members from St. Mary’s
were enrolled officially in Christ

Church on May 20, the Feast of
Pentecost. A reception to welcome the new members was held
in Rowley Hall at Christ Church.
While visiting Colombia, Bishop Klusmeyer shared dinner
with the Rt. Rev. Francisco Jose Duque-Gomez, Bishop of
Colombia; Blana Lucia; the Rt. Rev. Gayle Harris, Bishop
Suffragan of Massachusetts; the Rev. Dr. Mark BozzutiJones of Trinity Wall Street; Fred Clarkson; Elizabeth Duque
and a friend.

The Rt. Rev. Francisco Jose DuqueGomez, Bishop of Colombia, preaches at the recent Diocesan Convention. Bishop Klusmeyer attended the
recent convention of our companion
diocese.

New Educational Initiative Planned
‘History Wednesdays’ Return This Summer
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in St. Albans is
bringing back its popular “History Wednesdays”
series this summer.
Programs will be presented each Wednesday
morning from June 20 through July 25, with an evening performance added on July 18. Registration
will begin one-half hour before each performance.
The cost is $5 for one event or $20 for the entire
series of performances.
The subjects for this year are as follows.
June 20 -- Nellie Bly, legendary American journalist, 9:30 a.m.
June 27 -- Grace O’Malley, Irish legend, 9:30 a.m.
July 11 -- Sacajawea, Lewis & Clark expedition,
9:30 a.m.
July 18 -- Jemima Boone, daughter of Daniel Boone, 9:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m
July 25 -- Euell Gibbons, 1960s wild foods proponent, 9:30 a.m.
Registration and remittance are to be sent to St.
Mark’s Episcopal Church, 405 B Street, St. Albans,
WV 25177. For more information, call the church at
304-722-4284, send an email to stmarksstalbans@
frontier.com or visit the website at www.stmarksstalbans.com

The Diocese of West Virginia is beginning a new initiative for educating prospective deacons and other interested
persons.
The Rev. Dr. Mary B. Pope, diocesan director of leadership formation, said more complete information will be
sent to each parish soon. The information will include a
short article on vocational deacons in the diocese.

Trinity Celebrates 175th Anniversary
Trinity Episcopal Church in
Parkersburg has launched a yearlong celebration of its 175th anniversary with a year of celebration.
Trinity’s anniversary observance began on May 27, Trinity Sunday, with Morning Prayer
combined with Communion. The
service was taken from the 1789
Book of Common Prayer, which
would have been in use when
the congregation was founded in
1843. Period-specific music also
was offered.
The celebration continued on
June 3 with a special Evensong

and high tea reception. The annual picnic is planned in August.
A Heritage Dinner will be held
at the Blennerhassett Hotel on
Oct. 12. Bishop Klusmeyer will
attend the festivities and make his
official visitation on Oct. 13.
The 70th annual book sale will
take place in early November. A
lasagna dinner and talent show
will be held in February 2019.
Trinity’s celebration will conclude with a concert in May 2019.
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Sharing Hope and Grace Work Continues
Into 2018 and Beyond
Sharing Hope and Grace is the
diocese’s Vision for Mission effort.
That’s Mission with a capital M –
as in God’s Mission in the world.
The work is ultimately aimed at
“lives restored, communities transformed, and creation renewed.”
How did it start and where is it going now?
Sharing Hope and Grace grew initially from a February 2017 gathering of 35 lay and clergy leaders
from across the diocese. The group
came together to listen to God;
identify and affirm the multitude
of good worship, ministry and mission work already underway both
in churches and through diocesan
initiatives, and to explore opportunities to “connect the dots” to more
effectively organize efforts around
a shared vision or framework.
Such work resonates well with
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry’s
plea to live out our calling as the
Episcopal Branch of the Jesus
Movement.
Sharing Hope and Grace continued to evolve over the year. Planning teams shaped objectives and
input was obtained from parish
visits, gatherings of diocesan commission and committee leads, discussions with Bishop Mike Klusmeyer, clergy day dialogues and a
Diocesan Convention presentation.
The effort has now been endorsed
by both Bishop Klusmeyer and
Diocesan Council and adopted by
Convention as the Vision for Mission for the Episcopal Diocese of

West Virginia. Starting from the
ground up, it continues to grow and
evolve into 2018.
Until a new full-time diocesan
staff person can be hired to replace
Assistant Bishop Mark Van Koevering, a strong Sharing Hope and
Grace planning team is providing
day-to-day leadership. This team
includes Col. Dave Lumsden, the
Rev. Jordan Trumble and Dr. Cathy
Slemp, each a Sharing Hope and
Grace working group convener;
the Rev. Chip Graves, Standing
Committee chair, and Mary Green,
diocesan communications director.
Aanother person will join the team
when a new Spirituality working
group convener is identified.
Sharing Hope and Grace relates
to work in worship, ministry and
mission. It has four overarching
objectives:
♦
Invite all into loving, liberating and life-giving relationships with God and neighbor;
♦
Deepen our spiritual maturity and develop dynamic missional leadership;
♦
Grow more flourishing,
just and equitable communities;
♦
Develop linkages, net-

works and structures that support
Sharing of Hope and Grace.
Sharing Hope and Grace has two
arms: diocesan and parish level
work. At the diocesan level, more
robust connections are being built
among committee and commission
leadership in an effort to share information and, where possible, leverage each other’s work around
the objectives above. Diocesan
level working groups have been a
bit delayed given staff changes but
will resume in time. In addition, it
has included diocesan coordinated
mission efforts, such as flood recovery work.
With parishes, the work is making available Mission Action Planning (MAP) workshops and tools
– an opportunity to more fully recognize a parish’s many gifts and
to practically identify a few areas
where God is calling the church to
grow and develop actively and intentionally, be it in the relationship
with God (worship), relationship
with each other (ministry) or relationship with the broader community (mission).
The effort is grounded in both
theology and asset-based develop-

ment approaches. It encourages
churches to be well integrated into
communities less as providers of
services and more as partners affirming and activating the gifts of
all.
A pilot MAP workshop was held
at Trinity, Martinsburg, in February. The planning team is refining
MAP workshop materials and designing a MAP facilitator training
for late summer or/ early fall. To
get on the list of parishes interested in MAP workshops, contact
Dr. Cathy Slemp, Sharing Hope
and Grace coordinator, at cathy.
slemp@att.net or 304-654-0026.
Other Sharing Hope and Grace
opportunities for building connections include putting churches
on the Episcopal Asset Map (see
www.episcopalassetmap.org
).
Fully completing a church’s profile helps lay the groundwork for
Mission Action Planning, helps
populate The Episcopal Church’s
“Find a Church” tool and allows
us to connect churches with related
ministries and missions in order
to learn from each other and share
ideas.

Sharing Hope and Grace – Flood Recovery Efforts:
What’s Next WV for Flood-Affected Communities
Supports Western Greenbrier
Matt Ford, Peggy Crowder and
others were tired of seeing the
western end of Greenbrier County
struggle and feel left behind.
Like many West Virginia communities, the area had been struggling
economically and otherwise before
the floods of 2016 and the damage
sustained by the storms only exacerbated already difficult situations
in Rainelle, Rupert and other local communities. With a great love
for their end of Greenbrier County
and its people, Ford, Crowder and
a small group began to vision what
other futures might be possible
and were looking for tools to support them in getting efforts off the
ground.
Dave Lumsden of St. James
Episcopal Church and chair of the
Greenbrier Long Term Recovery
Committee linked the group with
the Episcopal Diocese of West
Virginia’s flood recovery initiative, What’s Next West Virginia for
Flood-Affected Communities, an
effort exploring the opportunities
that flood recovery offers for community development.

This partnership between the diocese and the West Virginia Center for Civic Life provides local
communities tools and support in
developing the civic engagement
practices needed for driving their
own local community change. Using a gifts-based approach, the program draws upon the strengths and
interests from within a community
(affirming that every community
has gifts or assets) and are doing
themselves.
In May 2017, a What’s Next West
Virginia workshop, led by Ford and
other local effort leaders, was held
for citizens from the area to share
tools and skills useful in building
local civic engagement practices.
The questions are deceptively
simple: Where are we now? Where
do we want to go? How do we get
there? But the implications of those
questions are much more complicated. How do we create a community that works for everyone? What
would it look like if our community
were thriving? What difficult decisions do we need to work through
together?

Sharing Hope and Grace - Flood Recovery Efforts:
Bridge Rebuilds Provide Access to Far More than Way Across Creek
By Dr. Cathy Slemp
Easier access to the school bus,
the ability to get groceries closer to
the kitchen door, a way in for the
visiting nurse, a route for the fuel
truck to deliver propane for winter heat or the opportunity to more
readily get out for church or attend
the family gathering. These were
all issues addressed by bridges the
Episcopal Diocese of West Virginia
has been helping rebuild as part of
flood recovery efforts.
Loss of family bridges is often
a hidden component of flood impact, especially for West Virginians
with limited economic means. It is
a component of recovery that state
and federal funds are either unavailable or limited in their ability
to assist.
Makeshift bridges are often not
only unsafe for use, but also create hazards for future flooding that
puts the full community at risk
(washing debris downstream and
exacerbating water back-up with
the next heavy rains).
Literally hundreds of family

bridges were washed away or damaged in both 2015 and 2016 floods.
As part of its Sharing Hope and
Grace - Flood Recovery Effort, the
diocese, in partnership with Episcopal Relief and Development and
the WV VOAD (Voluntary Organizations Active in Disasters) Bridge
Project, has helped build new
bridges for families in both Braxton and Clay counties.
The award-winning WV VOAD
bridge project assists families af-

fected by 2015 and 2016 flooding
to rebuild safe bridges that will be
as resilient as possible to future
storms. WV VOAD has partnered
with faith-based organizations,
state and local officials, federal
agencies, nonprofit organizations
and businesses to coordinate volunteers, equipment and building
materials for bridge repair with
minimal cost to eligible West Virginia families.
With individually developed en-

gineering plans, bridges are built to
a standard that exceeds state and
federal standards. Organizations
and individuals help finance the
cost of materials and bridges with
professional labor provided by volunteers through Mennonite Disaster Services, UMCOR and others.
Here in West Virginia, our greatest resources are each other. This is
a whole community effort. The diocese has been proud to participate
in this project -- not just building
bridges, but also connecting our
children to education, our elderly
to medical facilities and our neighbors to each other.
For more information on the
WV VOAD bridge project or to
donate to the effort, see https://wvvoad.org/bridge-project/ or contact
Cathy Slemp, diocesan Sharing
Hope and Grace coordinator, by
email at cathy.slemp@att.net.

Photo by David Lumsden
Residents of Rupert consider the current state of flood recovery efforts and rebuilding in the community.

St Andrews Helps School Children

Photo by David Lumsden
Participants plan the next steps for the Meadow River Valley.

In responding to these questions,
citizens build the civic capacity of
their community -- that is, the ability they have to talk to one another
about tough subjects, to envision a
different futur, and to move actively move toward the same.
The Western Greenbrier group
has launched an effort not only to
re-brand but also re-envision and
re-build Western Greenbrier County as the Meadow River Valley. Using the skills, tools, coaching support and linkages shared through
the What’s Next effort, the group
has held dialogues and community
meetings around the area, creating
shared visions and action plans to
advance them. Hundreds of local
citizens have participated and continue to be involved.
Initially thinking they would organize themselves by geographic
area, the group instead organized
themselves around four collective
themes that emerged with various
local action groups within each actively aimed at re-envisioning and
changing their landscape.
As communities begin to shape
efforts, the Center for Civic Life

works to link them with a network
of others around the state who can
support areas of interest. Momentum is growing significantly. This
group has now formed the Meadow
River Valley Association, a nonprofit collaborative effort of What’s
Next, West Virginia, the Greenbrier
Valley Economic Development
Corporation and Greater Greenbrier Long-Term Recovery Committee to support local collaborations
across the area and to advance the
community’s vision for itself moving forward.

Photo by Melanie Dragan
Volunteers from St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Oak Hill, prepare
a meal for school children affected by the statewide teachers’ work
stoppage.

Bishop Visits with Youth

Bishop Klusmeyer enjoys a visit with youth at Mount Zion Episcopal Church,
Hedgesville.

Sharing Hope and Grace:
Growing Community Working Group Leverages Efforts for 2018 Reading Camps
The Episcopal Diocese of West
Virginia has lots of committees
and commissions, but seldom does
their work intersect.
Organizing these entitites into
related groupings under the four
Sharing Hope and Grace Initiative

objectives (Growing Community,
Deepening Spirituality, Building
Relationship and Strengthening
Structures) is offering a chance to
connect and leverage each other’s
work.
For example, an initial meeting

of the Growing Community Working Group in early 2018 offered
opportunity for such in relation to
diocesan Reading Camps.
With support from Sally Lane,
Reading Camp coordinator, Reading Camps are offered each summer through local partnerships in
participating communities. These
week-long camps help maintain
and advance elementary students’
reading skills through the summer
as well as offer an opportunity for
fun, fellowship and healthy meals.
Camp coordinators are always
looking for material to support
Reading Camp themes and activities. Community Working Group

members were happy to share such
material -- both supporting a great
cause and offering an additional
venue to advance the work they do.
The Relief and Development
Team offered linkages to local
resources and children’s activities around family preparedness.
WVIRM offered linkages to a newly developing children’s book on
the refugee experience. The Racism and Diversity Committee met
this spring to identify and provide
related activities appropriate to
young children, etc.
Originally envisioned to meet
quarterly, spring working group
meetings were postponed given

Assistant Bishop Mark Van Koevering’s departure and the need
for working group conveners to focus on developing parish Mission
Action Planning workshop materials as part of the ongoing Sharing

Hope and Grace Planning Team.
Working Groups should be meeting again later in the year to continue sharing information with each
other and looking for additional opportunities to connect their work.
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Youth of St. Matthew’s, Charleston Have Busy Year
St. Matthew’s Episcopal
Church, Charleston, has been
busy with the congregation’s
youth and youngest members.
Members of the youth group
have prepared meals for Trinity’s
Table in Charleston, assisted in
Easter egg hunts and have visited
different faiths to see how the
Episcopal faith compares to that
of other denominations. While
they have seen many similarities
in beliefs, they also have come to
have a deeper understanding of
the Episcopal worship services
and the importance of the Episcopal beliefs and traditions in their
lives.
The Sunday school class also
has been busy. The children have
begun a bell choir ministry and
have performed during worship
services After a season of kindness teachings, they have taken
this ministry out in the community to serve others. They baked
cookies and delivered them to the

Children from St. Matthew's Episcopal Church, Charleston, examine a fire
truck during a visit to a fire station.

closest firehouse to say thanks for
the hard work of the fire department and were rewarded with a
tour of the firehouse and a chance
to climb on an actual fire truck.
From their Sunday offerings
during the past year, they were
able to purchase five rocking
chairs that were donated to the
Women’s & Children’s Hospital to be used by volunteers and

Children participate in a worship
service at St. Matthew's Episcopal
Church, Charleston.

parents to rock the infants and
children during their stay in the
hospital.
St. Matthew’s also was blessed
with four baptisms this spring.
Ray Haden, Declan Robinson,
Chloe Holstein and Benett Proops
were welcomed as the newest
members.

Youngsters from St. Matthew's Episcopal Church, Charleston, try out a
rocking chair purchased with their offerings.

News from the Deaneries
Kanawha Deanery
ST. MARK’S, St. Albans: A
Saturday afternoon spoken Eucharist has been initiated at 5
p.m. in the historic 1847 church
building. The Rev. Charles M.
Pope, priest in charge, said the
response has been good.
ST. MATTHEW’S, Charleston:
Saturday casual worship is being
offered. Vacation Bible School is
being held in June. The pastoral
care committee sent care packages to college students and boarding school students. A tea was
held for women at the Shanklin
Center.
ST. JOHN’S, Charleston: The
spring concert season featured
performances by the Capital Trio
on April 8 and pianist ChingWen Hsaio on May 13. Members of the Integrity-SAGA chapter participated in the Charleston
Pride Parade on June 2.

Southwestern Deanery
ST. JOHN’S, Huntington: The
church organized a March 8
candlelight vigil to honor victims of gun violence. The church
provided meals to students at its
Marcum Terrace Ministry, St.
John’s House, during the statewide teachers’ work stoppage.
ST. PETER’S, Huntington: A
blessing box has been adopted by

the community; it is stocked with
donations from church members.
A block party is planned on June
23 to kick off Vacation Bible
School; “Superheroes” is the
theme for the week. Batman, portrayed by John Buckland of Heroes for Higher, will make an appearance on July 1. Two summer
theater camps will be conducted.
Camp Wonder, for children ages
5-11, will run from July 2-20 and
culminate with a performance of
“Pirates Past Noon, Kids.” Camp
Hope, for children ages 11-18,
will be staged from July 16 to
Aug. 3; campers will perform
“Once on This Island Jr.”

Parkersburg Fire Department to
install smoke detectors at homes
in the city. Trinity, Good Shepherd and First Lutheran Church
are holding a joint Vacation Bible
School.

Monongahela Deanery

OLDE ST. JOHN’S, Colliers:
The annual Ramp Festival and
the Episcopal Church Women’s
Strawberry Festival were big successes. Jessica Scott was confirmed and Bob and Flo McAlpine were received during Bishop
Klusmeyer’s visit in Marc.

CHRIST CHURCH, Fairmont:
Clergy from the diocese gathered
at the church in June to discuss
issues related to opioid abuse.
They also received training on
the administration of Narcan to
reverse opioid overdoses.
ST. PAUL’S, Weston: Karalee
Lee has formed a sewing group,
called Sew Many Blessings, to
make blankets for people in need.
The group has been meeting
monthly since last September.
The blankets will be blessed this
fall and given to the Lewis County Family Resource Network for
distribution.
TRINITY, Parkersburg: A casual Saturday service began on
June 9. Members are helping the

GOOD SHEPHERD, Parkersburg: The Parkersburg Reading
Camp, for students in grades
1-4, will be held at the church
from July 30 through Aug. 3.
The Daughters of the King held a
quiet day with Ignatian spirituality as the focus.

ST. MATTHEW’S, Wheeling:
Five children were baptized during the season of Easter. Vacation Bible School is being held
in June. Lisa Buckingham has
been hired as the new youth minister. A renovation project in the
nave this summer will include refinishing the original wood floor
which dates to the 1860s, installation of new carpeting in the
aisles and construction of a new
free-standing altar.

New Southern Deanery
Northern Deanery

ST. LUKE’S, Wheeling: The
19th annual free summer lunch
program for local children has
begun. Breakfast and lunch were
provided to students during the
statewide teachers’ work stoppage.
LAWRENCEFIELD PARISH,
Wheeling: A three-week series
on world religions was offered
in May. The Rev. Dr. Bonnie
Thurston gave presentations on
Hinduism. Buddhism and Islam.

GREENBRIER EPISCOPAL
MINISTRIES: A celebration
of the 30th anniversary of the
Rev. Betsy Walker’s ordination
to the priesthood was held May
20 in Butler Hall at St. Thomas
Church. She has served as priest
in charge of GEM since July
2016. Lena Hoke celebrated 20
years as the GEM administrator. Informal services of Holy
Eucharist are being held at Emmanuel, Oakhurst, at 6:30 p.m.
on Wednesdays, biweekly during
the summer and fall months.
ST. THOMAS, White Sulphur
Springs: New siding has been
installed on the church. The
flood volunteer feeding program,
which operated for 21 months,
ended on March 16, coinciding with the end of flood recovery work in the city. The Lenten
study featured movie nights.

INCARNATION, Ronceverte:
The annual Mexican dinner was
held on May 4. Members assisted
the Ronceverte food pantry in
March.
ST. JAMES, Lewisburg: The
church hosted a Fifth Sunday
service on April 27. Also participating were members of St.
Thomas, White Sulphur Springs,
and Incarnation, Ronceverte.
CHRIST CHURCH, Bluefield:
Don Williams is stepping down
as editor of the parish newsletter
after the August issue is released.
He has served as editor of The
Rainbow since March 1997; during his tenure, he has prepared
229 issues of the publication.
The Rev. Chad Slater has been
elected as the Province III clergy
representative to the nominating
committee for Presiding Bishop;
he also has been chosen as the alternate provincial representative
to Executive Council.
ST. ANDREW’S, Oak Hill: The
church helped to feed children in
Fayette County during the statewide teachers’ work stoppage.
Please send news from your congregations and high-resolution
photographs to Dayspring Editor Linda S. Comins by email at
lcomins7@gmail.com.
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Diocesan Family News
Bishop Klusmeyer ordained
the Rev. James H. Morgan Jr.
to the priesthood on May 11 at
Trinity Episcopal Church in
Huntington. Previously, he had
served as a longtime deacon at
Trinity.
After 13 years of faithful service and ministry, Sarah Lydick
has resigned as director of Sandscrest Retreat and Conference
Center in Wheeling to pursue
a new career path. She plans to
open a restaurant, Sarah’s on
Main, in Wheeling.
Currently, the Rev. Helen
Hargreaves and her husband,
Rick Hargreaves, are serving as
interim directors of Sandscrest.
They are the retired co-directors
of Camp Mitchell in the Diocese
of Arkansas. The Sandscrest
Board has formed a search committee, which is in the process
of screening applicants for the
director’s position.
The Rev. Mike Hadaway,
who had served as rector of Trinity, Morgantown, has accepted
a call to become rector of the
Church of the Good Shepherd in
Buffalo, N.Y.
The Rev. John Alfriend died
May 22. He had served various
churches in West Virginia, including Zion, Charles Town; the
Nelson Cluster; St John’s, Rip-

pon; and Grace, Middleway, as
well as congregations in Maryland and Virginia.
The Rev. George Kostas,
priest in charge of Holy Trinity,
Logan, died Feb. 25. The Mass
of the Resurrection was celebrated at Holy Trinity on March
3.
Lynette Neilson, widow of
the Rev. Jack Neilson, died
April 1 in Media, Pa. They were
residents of Parkersburg for 35
years. He was the priest at Trinity, Parkersburg, and she actively
served the parish in many ways.
Betty Walter, mother-in-law
of the Rev. Cynthia Walter, rector of Lawrencefield, Wheeling,
died Feb. 13. A memorial service was held in Virginia.

First ‘Drawing Closer’ Retreat Offered
Literature, art, nature walks,
meditations, healing practices,
baking bread, conversations.
What do these have in common?
All are ways to listen and deepen
our relationship with God.
The Commission on Spirituality partnered with other commissions and leaders in the diocese to
hold the diocese’s first “Drawing
Closer” retreat May 4-5 at Bishop
Hodges Conference Center in
Huttonsville.
In a busy and hectic world, this
retreat offered a time for participants to both share and learn from
others across the diocese and the
chance to step back, be still and
reflect in a multitude of ways on
our relationship with God, each
other and creation.

Fran Merritt, mother-in-law
of the Rev. Melissa Remington, rector of St. Christopher,
Charleston, died Feb. 7 in Louisiana. A memorial service was
held in Llano, Texas.
Rest eternal
grant to Thy servants,
O Lord,
and let light perpetual
shine upon them.

Photo by the Rev. Lisa Graves

Beyond spending quiet time
at “stations,” participants also
shared in exploring the many
types of power that everyone has
and ways to use them creatively
and constructively to support
growth, discovery, greater equit,
and advancement of God’s Mission (led by Carolyn Tillman,
Commission on Racism and Diversity); a presentation on the
intersections and increasingly
recognized alignments between
science and religion (led by the
Rev. Melissa Remington) and celebratory worship.
Initial ideas for the retreat and
leadership in its implementation
came from the Rev. Nancy Martin, deacon of New River Episcopal Ministries, and the Commission on Spirituality.
Early Sharing Hope and Grace
meetings -- aimed at building relationships across and looking
for ways to leverage and more
closely integrate work of the diocese’s many committees, working
groups and commissions -- led to
the involvement of other groups
in the effort, expanding retreat
content.
Sharing Hope and Grace is the
diocese’s Vision for Mission effort, ultimately aimed at “lives restored, communities transformed

Photo by the Rev. Lisa Graves
Participants share their thoughts during the “Drawing Closer” retreat held
at Bishop Hodges Pastoral Center in
Huttonsville. The diocesan Commission on Spirituality planned the weekend retreat.

and creation renewed.”
The partnership of committee
and commission leaders and the
retreat planning team provided a
great first example of what’s possible together.
Consideration of future “Drawing Closer” retreats is being explored. Anyone who is interested
in retreats may contact the Rev.
Nancy Martin by telephone at
304-860-9446 or by email at nancyofmadamscreek@gmail.com.

World Religions at Lawrencefield Parish

The Rev. Melissa Remington, rector
of St. Christopher, Charleston, celebrates Holy Eucharist at the “Drawing
Closer” retreat.

Scenes from the Pride Parade
Photo by the Rev.
Kent Higgins
Left:
Integrity/
SAGA
members
from St. John’s,
Charleston,
lead
the contingent in
the
Charleston
PRIDE parade on
June 2. SAGA is
the Straight and
Gay Alliance, now
a chapter of Integrity.

Photo by the Rev. Kent Higgins
Integrity/SAGA members Bob Rosier (driving) and Jeannine Booth participate in the Charleston PRIDE Parade.

Good Shepherd
Receives
Episcopal
Church
Evangelism
Grant
The Episcopal Church Executive Council has awarded a
$500 Evangelism Grant to the
Memorial Church of the Good
Shepherd in Parkersburg.
Good Shepherd plans to use
this funding for a social mediabased advertising campaign to
encourage people to find the
church based on the question
“Where is the Pink Church?”
The new Episcopal Evangelism Grants Program is designed to fund local and regional evangelism efforts in
the Episcopal Church. The program is coordinated by the Local Mission and Ministry Committee in collaboration with the
Episcopal Church’s Evangelism Initiatives Team.

Photo by the Rev. Dr. Cynthia Byers Walter
The Rev. Dr. Bonnie Thurston teaches a series on World Religions at
Lawrencefield Parish Church, Wheeling. A large group representing both
Lawrencefield and the greater Wheeling community attended the threesession series in May. Sessions covered Hinduism, Buddhism and Islam.

Diocesan Choir Gathers Singers from 18 Parishes

Photo by Linda S. Comins
Ray Lowther conducts the diocesan choir, accompanied by piano
and brass quintet, at the closing Eucharist of the 2017 Diocesan Convention in Charleston. More than 42 singers from 18 parishes in the
diocese assembled that morning to rehearse an anthem.
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Williams Honored with Shell Award

Harper Grant Applications Being Accepted
Through the generosity of the late Donald B. Harper of
Huntington, the diocese has funding available to award
annually up to three grants of up to $5,000 each. Under the
terms of Harper’s bequest, the grants must be used
“for programs for the elderly.”
All applications are due in the Diocesan Office by Aug.1. The
Harper Grant Review Committee will meet in late summer to
review all of the grant applications; their recommendations will
be presented to Diocesan Council later this year.
Applications may be submitted by email to
mbailey@wvdiocese.org with the application as an attachment
in Microsoft Word or PDF format. The subject line of the email
message should be “Harper Grant Application.” Applications
also may be mailed to: Diocese of WV, Harper Grants, P.O. Box
5400,
Charleston, WV 25361.
Bishop Klusmeyer presents the Bishop’s Shell award to Sue and Brent Williams in recognition of their assistance with the Boy Scout Jamboree and other work with youth. They were
honored at the 2017 Dioesan Convention, but the official plaque was not ready at that time.

Episcopal Diocese of WV
P.O. Box 5400
Charleston, WV 25361

A New Crozier for the Shepherd

Gat Caperton, designer and owner of Gat Creek furniture company, presents a new
custom-made wooden crozier to Bishop Klusmeyer.

