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Gathered at Martinsburg:
the 135th Diocesan Convention

by Linda S. Comins

With “Shall We Gather at the
River” as the theme of the 135th
annual convention of the Diocese
of West Virginia, Bishop Klusmeyer reminded lay delegates and
clergy that baptism is “an active
rite of initiation,” through which
“we are called to a new life.”
The 2012 diocesan convention
was held at the Holiday Inn, Martinsburg, on Sept. 21-22. The convention’s opening service of Holy
Eucharist was celebrated at Trinity, Martinsburg, with the Bishop
as preacher and celebrant. A choir
composed of members from Eastern Deanery congregations sang
for the service. Well-known singer-musician Fran McKendree provided musical leadership throughout the two-day gathering.
At the opening service, Bishop
Klusmeyer concluded his sermon
by noting that “the ministry of
each of us – of all of us – is to represent Christ in the world, and to
make Him known.”
During the convention sessions,
clergy and lay delegates approved
the 2013 diocesan budget, adopted four canonical changes,
passed two resolutions (encouraging churches to make donations
to the companion diocese of Colombia and to establish points of
contact with the Partners-in-Care
program of the West Virginia National Guard) and elected people
to various diocesan positions and
commissions.
The election results are listed in
this issue of the Dayspring. Information on the canonical changes,
effective January 2013, can be
found on the diocesan website,
www.wvdiocese.org
In his convention address, Bishop Klusmeyer told those assembled, “We must never forget that
the primary work of Christians
is to worship and give thanks to
God.”
He commented, “’Shall we
gather at the river’ is a sign of
our communal gathering, to celebrate our common faith, and to
share our faith with one another.
We gather at the rivers/waters of
baptism to refresh our souls, but
we can only stay there for a while.
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Elections
at Diocesan
Convention 2012
Trustees
David E. Haden (2017)
The Rev. James Morgan (2015)
Standing Committee
The Rev. Larry Jackson
(Clergy) (2016)
Jack Sturgeon (Lay) (2016)
Constitution and
Canons Committee
The Rev. Christopher Thompson (Clergy) (2015)
Thomas Reed (Lay) (2015)
Disciplinary Board
The Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson (2015)
Sandscrest Board
The Rev. Cynthia Byers-Walter (2015)
The Rev. Dale “Gene” Sheppard (2015)
Carol Foose (2015)
Cheryl Harshman (2015)
Deanery Elections

Photo by Linda S. Comins

There is more to be done.”
The Bishop observed, “The
world has changed, and we cannot
continue to operate as we have in
the past. We must move forward.”
Citing the efforts of several congregations that are providing outreach to their communities in various ways, he remarked, “There is
a new Spirit alive in our congregations.” He added, “With God’s
grace, we will attack our ministry
in new and exciting ways, to bring
new people to Christ and more
boldly make our proclamation.
We must let the world know that
not only is Jesus Christ present in
the world and in their lives, but
that the Episcopal Church is here
to bring that message to them!”
Bishop Klusmeyer announced,
“This year, I want to give new
award to someone who has truly
try.” He presented that honor
– the Bishop’s Cross Award – to
Charles Hunsaker, outgoing treasurer of the diocese who served

op’s Cross Award has overseen
much of the work in this diocese
for nearly 10 years,” the Bishop
said. He thanked Hunsaker for all
he has done for the diocese, for
Good Shepherd, Parkersburg, and
for the church at large.
Bishop Klusmeyer gave the
Bishop’s Shell Award for 2012 to
Laura Leslie, for her work with
the Family Life Task Force and
the Church Commission for Children.
the Bishop said the diocese has
shrunk in numbers of congregations and of Episcopalians, but, at
the same time, has grown in mission and ministry.
“This past summer, Peterkin experienced the largest gain in numbers of people using it, in more
than a decade. We had an increase
of 51 campers, for a 21-percent
increase over the numbers of
2011,” he said.

In another positive note, he said,
“HEP continues to be the hands,
voice and heart of Christ in McDowell County, with new groups
coming from all around – outside
of the diocese, to provide loving
hands to some of the poorest of
the poor.”
Bishop Klusmeyer concluded
his address by issuing a challenge:
“I call upon the people of this diocese to embark on a campaign that
we will build, to boldly proclaim
the Good News of New Life and
Resurrection to the people of the
state of West Virginia. That each
and every one of us will become
Apostles – truly sent out into the
world for Christ. Truly alive with
the Spirit, and not ashamed of the
Gospel, of Jesus.”
He told the convention, “Let us
gather at the river to prepare ourselves to go out into the world,
and bring others to Jesus. I invite
you along on the journey.”
The Bishop announced that offerings from his visitations in the
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Eastern: The Rev. Susan MacDonald (2016)
Monongahela: Nancy Cotten
(2016)
Southern: The Rev. Christopher Thompson (2016)
Southwestern: Mick Dial (2016)
coming year will support reading
camps in the diocese. A diocesan
initiative was launched this past
summer, with initial week-long
reading camps conducted at St.
Luke’s, Wheeling, and at the
Highland Educational Project in
McDowell County..
Discussing the reading camp
program, the Rev. Canon Donald
Vinson said, “I think this can become a signature ministry of the
Diocese of West Virginia.”
Canon Vinson said that Episcopal Appalachian Ministries gave a
$3,500 grant to start the reading
camps and more than $800 was
raised in the diocese for the project.
Linda S. Comins is the editor of
Dayspring and a member of St.
Matthew’s, Wheeling.

Page 2

The Bishop’s Column

Dear Brothers and Sisters in
Christ,
Advent is the Season of Hope and
Anticipation. We look to the past,
as we look to the future. We see the
First Coming of Jesus, as we long
for, and hope for the Second Coming of Christ.
The Book of Revelation (22:20)
puts this in a similar way: “Amen.
Come, Lord Jesus!”
We put an “Amen” on the First
presence of Christ, and immediately long for the Second Coming. We
say, “It is so,” or “Yes, indeed” at
the same moment we say our prayer
of longing for what is to come.
Advent becomes the time ‘in between.’

At this time of our life in the
Church, we are also reminded that
this is the time most of our Churches are either in the midst of, or
just completing their stewardship
drives. We look to the past, to see
how we have received and used the
resources which Christ and our Parishioners have given to us, at the
same time that we look to the future
to see what we will be able to do
next year.
We are, physically and economically, in the ‘in between’ time ... the
liminal time of the Church -- the
Threshold.
In Advent, we prepare our hearts
and souls for the coming birth of
Christ, with hope and expectation.
It is also (though some have moved
away from this during Advent) a
time of self-examination. It can be
a good time to examine our stewardship of time, talent and treasure,
and to consider how we are using all three, for the proclaiming
of God’s Kingdom. In the outside
world, we are told to use our money
to buy things we might not need, to
impress people we might not normally want to engage with, to show
our love to others, so that our relationships may be strengthened and
deepened. Our gifts to the ministry
of the Church are no different. Our

gifts show our love and appreciation for God’s love toward us.
Someone recently approached me
about their giving to their Church,
and asked me what I thought they
should be giving. Certainly I have
no magic ball by which to tell anyone what they ought to be giving
... so, I could only answer with a
question: “What do you think God
would say to you, as you place
your weekly offering in the plate,
as it passes by? Do you think God
would respond with, ‘Really? Your
generosity pleases me! Thank you
for your generous gift.’ Or would
God respond in a different manner?” The person went away pondering that question.
Elsewhere in this edition of the
Dayspring, there is an article from
the Stewardship Commission. I
urge us all to read it well, and to
fully embrace the opportunities this
Season brings.
We sit in the in between time …
looking at the past, while looking
and longing for the future.
Amen. Come Lord Jesus.
Advent Blessings on you all.
The Rt. Rev. W. Michie Klusmeyer
Bishop

New Archbishop of Canterbury Chosen
[Episcopal News Service] Following months of anticipation
and media speculation, Downing
Queen has approved the nomination of Diocese of Durham
Bishop Justin Welby as the 105th
archbishop of Canterbury.
As the 105th archbishop in a
succession spanning more than
1,400 years, Welby will assume
the multi-faceted role as spiritual
leader of the Anglican Communion, Primate of All England, and
bishop of the Diocese of Canterbury.
Church of England bishops are
appointed rather than elected,
with a 16-member Crown Nominations Commission putting forward two names -- a preferred
candidate and a second candidate
-- to Downing Street. The U.K.
prime minister then seeks approval from the British monarch,
who is the supreme governor of
the Church of England.
Before his ordination to the
priesthood in 1992, Welby studied law and history at Cambridge
University and then spent 11
years as an executive in the oil
industry. After a decade in parish ministry, he was appointed a
canon residentiary, and later subdean, of Coventry Cathedral. He
served as dean of Liverpool Cathedral from 2007-2011.
As bishop of Durham, the fourthmost-senior position in the
Church of England to which he
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was consecrated in October 2011,
Welby is automatically granted a
seat in the House of Lords.
Welby, 56, will succeed the
Most Rev. Rowan Williams, who
will step down at the end of the
year after serving as the 104th
archbishop of Canterbury since
February 2003. Williams has accepted a new post as master of
Magdalene College, Cambridge.
Welby’s enthronement as 105th
archbishop of Canterbury will be
held March 21, 2013, in Canterbury Cathedral.
Welby is married to Caroline
16-27.
“I don’t think anyone could be
more surprised than me at the
outcome of this process,” said
Welby, according to a Lambeth
Palace press release. “It has been
an experience, reading more
about me than I knew myself. To
be nominated to Canterbury is at
the same time overwhelming and
astonishing. It is overwhelming
because of those I follow, and the
responsibility it has. It is astonishing because it is something I

never expected to happen.
“One of the hardest things will
be to leave Durham. I work with
a group of wonderful senior colleagues and remarkable clergy
and lay people. It is an astonishing part of the country, one which
as a family we were greatly looking forward to living in for many
years. The people are direct, inspiring and wonderfully friendly.
In many ways it has been the
ancient cradle of British Christianity. It is a place of opportunity
and an even greater future than its
past.”
Williams issued said he is “delighted at the appointment … I
have had the privilege of working
closely with [Welby] on various
occasions and have always been
enriched and encouraged by the
experience.
“He has an extraordinary range
of skills and is a person of grace,
patience, wisdom and humor. He
pastoral experience and a keen
sense of international priorities,
for Church and world. I wish him
-- with Caroline and the family --

every blessing, and hope that
the Church of England and the
Anglican Communion will share
my pleasure at this appointment
and support him with prayer and
love.”
Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori said: “I am delighted
to hear of Bishop Welby’s appointment as archbishop of Canterbury. He brings knowledge
of the immense challenges of
the world in which the Anglican
Communion seeks to partner in
the service of God’s mission to
heal and reconcile.”
Jefferts Schori noted that Welby has experience of churches
in several parts of the Anglican
Communion, “which should
serve him well. The bishops of
The Episcopal Church have met
him and shared fruitful conversation, worship and learning with
him during a House of Bishops
meeting earlier this year. We also
welcomed him to our General
Convention in 2009.
“I give thanks for his appointment and his willingness to accept this work, in which I know
his gifts of reconciliation and
discernment will be abundantly
tested. May God bless his minis-

try, shelter his family, and bring
and lonely discernment and decisions.”
President of the House of Deputies the Rev. Gay Clark Jennings
told ENS that at every international gathering of Anglicans that
she has attended, she has come
away with the same conviction -that most of the people in the Anglican Communion are eager “to
work together for the sake of the
gospel whatever our difference
We need an archbishop of Canterbury who wants to facilitate that
cooperation and encourage the
partnerships that are waiting to be
born.”
Jennings said that Welby “is
held in high regard” by Episcopalians who know him well.
demonstrated extraordinary courage and unusual skill in persuading people with far greater differences than those within the
Anglican Communion to work
together and to reconcile,” she
said. “This gives me hope that he
is the right person for this challenging moment in the Anglican
Communion’s history.”
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Distinguished Women Recognized

Verna G. Anson of Martinsburg
has been honored as the Diocese
of West Virginia’s “Distinguished
Woman.”
In July, Becki Krzywdik, convener of Women’s Ministries,
and Becky Szabo, the United
Thank Offering coordinator, attended the 47th Triennial meeting
of the Episcopal Church Women
in Indianapolis. They presented
Women’s Ministries’ nominee for
recognition as a Distinguished
Woman.
“Prior to that time, each diocesan president was asked to identify and submit one woman’s name
whose life in the secular commuues,” Krzywdik said. ”I received
six nominations from our diocese
and promptly sent them off to our
Women’s Ministries board with
a request that they read over and
prayerfully consider those nominees and to let me know who they
chose as our nominee!
“It was a hard decision to make
as they all deserved to be named
the ‘Distinguished Woman,’ but
we were only permitted to submit one name. So, we decided to
have our own ‘recognition’ of all
those who were nominated at this
year’s Diocesan Convention,”
Krzywdik explained.
The convener observed that all
six nominees are “such wonderful examples of living out the
Great Commandment in our daily
lives.”

also taught in public and private
schools in West Virginia, Virginia, North Carolina and Kentucky.
As an active member of Rotary
International, Becky is a Paul
Harris Fellow, sponsors the Interact Club at Graham High School
and serves in other capacities.
She has been a foster parent, a
member of Big Brothers Big Sisters board of directors, a trustee
and Gown Society, secretary and
board member at Fincastle Country Club and Spanish interpreter
for a church mission trip to Mexico.
As a member of Christ Church

Verna Anson, named the Diocese of West Virginia’s Distinguished Woman

others. She embodies the Great
Commandment to love God and
to love others as yourself. Verna
is a humble quiet woman who
distinguishes herself through her
grace and perseverance in serving
God.”
Others Nominated:

Distinguished Woman:
Verna G. Anson, a lifelong
member of the Anglican and Episcopal Church was born in 1931 in
Sault St. Marie, Ontario, Canada.
A physical therapist by training,
she enjoyed 40 years of marriage
to Geoffrey Anson, with whom
she had four children. Verna and
Geoff became members of Trinity, Martinsburg in 1984.
She serves the church, her
neighbors and the community every day. At Trinity, Verna is Altar
Guild co-director, a member of
the choir and St. Mary’s Guild,
and founder of the Prayer Shawl
ministry. She serves as a chalice
bearer, lector and Eucharistic visitor to homebound parishioners.
She also volunteers at the Berkeley Senior Center as a computer
teacher and gardener. She has
done so much for the center that
its Volunteer of the Year Award is
named in her honor.
Verna reads to the children of
Norborne Day Care and Preschool at Trinity and is developing a children’s chapel for them.
Verna sings with HarmonyAlong,
the Potomac Sweet Adelines, frequently visiting nursing homes
and other community venues.
Her nominator stated: “Verna
lives her daily life in service to

ricane. She has planned and led
the curriculum for Peterkin’s
Mini Camp (for children ages 3-8
with a guardian) for the past three
summers. In September 2011,
Bonnie was the volunteer coordinator when St. Timothy’s hosted
Diocesan Convention.
Her nominator stated: “Even
when she is not working a 12hour shift comforting the scared,
sick, abused and otherwise needy,
then she is providing and caring
for others in numerous other ways
… I think she should be honored
because God gave her many gifts:

president of the Daughters of the
King, layreader, epistler, server,
acolyte chair, Altar Guild chair,
senior warden, Vestry member
and two-time Diocesan Convention delegate.
Her nominator stated: “I think
she should be honored because
Becky is a friend who guides
without judgment, serves without hesitation and loves without
reservation. Becky gives her all
to ensure that help is given to the
needy, past hurts are forgiven and
forgotten, and people’s dream
come to fruition.”

Rae Lynn Kosarik, a member of Olde St. John’s, Colliers,
has fought through many trials in
her life. She has had breast cancer
twice and is a true survivor. During that time, she also was attending college and graduated with a
degree in elementary education.
She has worked tirelessly many
years as a Eucharistic minister,
worship leader, ECW president
and helped with Soup-n-Sandwich ministries for St. Thomas,
Weirton, and Olde St. John’s,
Colliers.
Rae Lynn is a member of the
LifeCycles Ministry Team and
hopes to become a local canon
priest. She is married to Joseph
Kosarik and mother of nine children and grandmother many
times over.

stamina, grace; a generous heart.
And she has chosen to use them
to the Glory of God.”
Bonnie Jean Bailey Arnett
was born in Morgantown, to
Nancy Jean Strimer Bailey and
George D. Bailey Jr. in 1971. The
family lived in Parkersburg until
moving to Charleston just before
Bonnie entered George Washington High School. She graduated in 1989 with highest honors.
Graduating after only three years
as an undergraduate biochemistry
student in the honors program at
Virginia Tech, Bonnie was accepted into medical school at
WVU. During her residency in
pediatrics at Charleston Area
Medical Center, she met Nathan
Arnett of Martinsburg, and they
married in 1999.
When her residency was completed, she became a pediatricstrained emergency room physician at CAMC’s Women and
Children’s Hospital, learning OB/
GYN medicine on the job. Bonnie is also known as “Mommy”
to a 9-year-old son and an 8-yearold daughter.
She is an active member of St.
Timothy’s-in-the-Valley in Hur-

Rebecca “Becky” Beckett
was born and grew up in Blueried her high school sweetheart
John, and they recently celebrated
41 years of marriage. They are the
parents of three sons.
Becky earned a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Spanish and English, a Master of Science degree
in secondary administration and
supervision and a Virginia postwith endorsements in AP English,
Spanish and secondary administration and supervision. Currently, she teaches English at Graham

Lola Bullock, a member
of Olde St. John’s, Colliers, and
a lifelong resident of Follansbee,
is the mother of three and grandmother of four.
She has been an Episcopalian
for over half a century. During
that time, she has served as a Sunday school director and teacher,
ECW president and senior warden. She has been a conference
delegate and member of the Altar
Guild, Peterkin work parties and
Peacemaker quilters. Lola created numerous banners and altar
hangings for the church.
Additionally, she worked for 25
years for REACH, a local food
program for the needy.
Her nominator stated: “Over
the years, Lola has worked tirelessly for the church. She never
misses services, even when she
can barely walk. In spite of health
problems, she exudes a spirit of
cheerfulness and thankfulness,
serving as an inspiration to all.”

Margaret “Margot” Racin,
a member of St. Thomas á Beckett, Morgantown, is a retired West
Virginia University professor of
English.
She has been an active member of the parish of St. Thomas a
Becket for nearly 30 years. She is
currently and has long been active
in various community activities
including serving on executive
boards of various organizations
such Empty Bowls Monongalia,
the Council for International Programs, the Morgantown Community Kitchen, PEO International
and the Osher Lifelong Learning
Institute at WVU. She is also active doing the everyday work of
these organizations.
Margot served as president of
Empty Bowls Monongalia and
volunteers at the Morgantown
Community Kitchen. While she
was EB president, $46,000 was
raised to help alleviate hunger.
Her nominator stated: “She works
to make Monongalia County a
better place to live for all.”
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Shall We Gather At the River:
Diocesan Convention 2012
gathered for
business

gathered for
song

Photo by Linda S. Comins
Above: A choir from Eastern Deanery congregations sings at Diocesan Convention's service of Holy
Eucharist held at Trinity Church, Martinsburg.

gathered for
fellowship
Photo by Linda S. Comins
Above: Bishop Klusmeyer addresses the 135th annual Diocesan Convention at the Holiday Inn, Martinsburg. “Shall We
Gather at the River” was the theme of convention.

gathered for
worship

Photo by Linda S. Comins
Enjoying the Diocesan Convention banquet at the Holiday Inn, Martinsburg, are, from left, the Rev.
delegate Rich Walter, and Carlyle Farnsworth, head trustee of the diocese.

Photo by Linda S. Comins
Guest musician Fran McKendree performs at the Diocesan Convention banquet in the Holiday Inn, Martinsburg. The singer-songwriter offered musical
leadership throughout the two-day convention.

gathered for
introductions

Photo by Linda S. Comins
Charles Hunsaker, who is retiring after serving 10 years as diocesan treasurer, speaks to
Klusmeyer and the Rev. Larry Jackson.

Photo by Linda S. Comins
Photo by Linda S. Comins
Left: Peterkin Director Daisy McBride and Jason Beschinski,
director of youth ministries, take a Diet Coke break in the exhibition room at Diocesan Convention in Martinsburg.

New eBook Editions of Book of Common Prayer Launched
Church Publishing Inc., publisher for the Episcopal Church
since 1918, has launched two new
eBook editions of the Book of
Common Prayer to accommodate
a variety of applications and most
eReader platforms, including all
versions of Kindle, Apple, plus
other devices and tablets.
Church Publishing’s eBook

edition, available for all eReaders,
contains the complete contents of
the authorized 1979 Book of Common Prayer, is fully searchable
and features a built-in Table of
Contents. This edition is designed
to maximize content accessibility
on mobile devices and tablets.
Church Publishing also offers
a PDF version of the Book of

Common Prayer, which is available on the Church Publishing
website. Each of these versions is
hyperlinked and has bookmarking
capability.
The eBook edition of BCP and
hundreds of CPI eBook titles
are currently available from a
variety of sources, including the
Kindle Store, Nook Store, Google

Play eBooks Store, and Apple
iBookstore. The Church Publishing eBook edition of BCP has a
suggested retail list price of $9
each, though prices are subject to
change and may vary depending
on point of purchase.

Right: Bishop Klusmeyer chats with the Rev. Pamela Shier of
Prince of Peace, Salem, during the Diocesan Convention banquet.

Photo by Linda S. Comins
Clergy who have accepted new positions in the diocese are introduced at Diocesan Convention.
From left are the Rev. Jon White of St. Stephen’s, Beckley; the Rev. Anne Kersting West of Christ
Church, Clarksburg; the Rev. Chip Graves of Trinity, Huntington; the Rev. Lisa Graves of St. John’s,
Huntington; and the Rev. Ann Loveday Johnson, St. Mark’s in St. Albans.

Episcopal Church partners with FaithStreet, a new congregational evangelism tool
A partnership between the Episcopal Church and FaithStreet
paves the way for congregations to
connect their church with church
seekers through an innovative
church locator that offers much
more than a search engine.
“Our partnership with Faith-

Street will give our congregations a new tool to promote their
churches,” commented Anne Rudig, Episcopal Church director of
communication. “FaithStreet not
only locates a church, but works
with a congregation to present the
mission and ministry done there
in ways easily understood by a

seeker. It goes beyond address and
contact info to providing an ethos
or ‘vibe’ of particular churches.”
FaithStreet showcases more than
7,000 churches in all 50 states,
in more than 1,500 cities. This
includes more than 100 church
networks and denominations representing churches of all sizes,

bers.
In the Diocese of West Virginia,
FaithStreet participants include
St. Matthew’s, Wheeling, and
For more information and to join
FaithStreet online, visit www.
faithstreet.com

“FaithStreet is a tech-startup that
and connect with a great Christian
church in their area,” explained
Ryan Melogy, co-founder. “We’re
creating a personalized church discovery experience, where anyone
for them.”

“Churches will always be able
Street,” said Sean Coughlin, chief
FaithStreet will offer paid features,
services and advertising plans.
These paid services will be always
being optional, affordable and effective.”
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St. John’s Celebrates 175
Years of Opening Its Doors
to Community

Youth Ministry Celebrates Milestone

by Stephen C. Day
This fall diocesan youth ministry in West Virginia celebrated a
milestone with a brand new event
called Safe Haven. This retreat
was based on some elements of
the popular Episcopal retreat program “Happening.” A group of

designed the program for high
school students based on experience of numerous youth events
and attending a “Happening” retreat in the Diocese of Southern
Virginia last year.

Parishioners at St. John’s
Episcopal Church in downtown
Charleston celebrated the parish’s 175th birthday Oct. 7 with
a banquet and birthday party. The
congregation had its beginnings
as a mission in the 1820s, becoming a parish in the Diocese of Virginia in 1837.
cated at the northwest corner of
Virginia and McFarland streets,
was built and consecrated in
1839. The congregation moved
into the present structure at Quarrier Street and Leon Sullivan
Way in 1888. The adjacent parish house at 1105 Quarrier St.,
now indistinguishable as a separate building, was added in 1928.

Diocesan
Altar Guild
Meeting

The fourth annual Diocesan Altar
Guild meeting will
be held at St. Matthew’s, Wheeling,
in 2013. The date
will be announced
soon.
Hollie Mitchell, Altar
Guild director

Both buildings have been placed
on the National Register of Historic Places.
St. John’s formed a series of
mission congregations throughout the Kanawha Valley, beginning in 1873 with St. Luke’s on
Charleston’s West Side. In 1893,
St. Matthew’s in South Hills became a mission of St. John’s,
followed by St. James in North
Charleston (1896), All Saints
in South Charleston (1942) and
Church of the Good Shepherd in
Kanawha City (1956).
St. John’s has long served as
a leader in community outreach,
having spawned more than a
dozen organizations throughout
its history. Its best-known outreach ministry, Manna Meal,
was begun by its then-rector, the
Rev. Jim Lewis, in 1978. While
the soup kitchen continues to
serve breakfast and lunch in the
church’s parish house 365 days
a year, Manna Meal Inc. (www.
mannameal.com) is now supported by a large number of faith
communities throughout the area.
Other service organizations
that began at St. John’s include
Kanawha Pastoral Counseling
Center, Charleston AIDS Network, Women’s Health Center, Kanawha County Hospice,
Health Right, Spokes for Folks,
Covenant House and Charleston’s Straight and Gay Alliance
(SAGA).
Covenant House was located on
St. John’s property from its beginning in 1981 until completion
of its present facility on Shrewsbury Street in 2001. SAGA, a
faith-based support group for the
gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender community and those questioning their sexuality, continues
to hold monthly meetings in the
brary.
In its 175 years, St. John’s staff
has included a succession of 25
priests as rectors, along with
many other priests and deacons
serving as assistants or associates. The congregation is presently led by an interim rector, the
Rev. Michael Jupin.

was held over the weekend of
Nov. 9-11 at Jackson’s Mill Conference Center and was a rousing
success! We had 21 youth present from throughout the diocese
and had a great experience. The
weekend included numerous
talks from both young people
and adults on topics such as gifts,
friendship, reconciliation, sacraments and apostleship along with
a great deal of time spent in small
group discussions.
Whitney Justice from Memorial Church of the Good Shepherd
in Parkesburg shared the following after the weekend. “Had such
an amazing weekend at the Safe
Haven Youth Retreat! I was able
to meet a lot of new friends and
grow in my own spirituality. I
learned so much about forgiveness, expressing my faith, being
learned that I have a ton of people that love and care for me and
accept me for who I am. I love
my Episcopal family more than
anything and it was such a great
event!”
Catherine Boyles, a member of
the planning team and a parishioner at Christ Church, Fairmont,
explained the importance of the
weekend. “Going to Safe Haven
… made me realize how much I
have grown not only in my faith
but also as a disciple of God. I
am truly thankful for those who
helped plan the event and especially for all those who attended.
I hope that everyone enjoyed it as
much as I did. More importantly, I
hope everyone there heard something that they will carry with

Photo by Stephen Day
Participants learn a new game during some “down time” at the 2012 Safe
Haven Retreat at Jackson’s Mill Conference Center near Weston.

them the rest of their lives. Safe
and I can’t wait to see the success of the program in the years
to come!! ‘Grow in the grace and
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory
both now and forever! Amen.’ -2
Peter 3:18”
We would like to thank all of
the participants of the Safe Haven Retreat and their families and
friends for their prayers and support. Special thanks also goes to
the planning team: Nate Branam,
Will Maynard and Cathy Branam,
all from St. Timothy’s, Hurricane;
Virginia McGhee from St. Matthew’s, Charleston; Catherine
Boyles from Christ Church, Fairmont; Whitney Chapman from
Berkeley Springs; the Rev. Josh
Saxe from Trinity, Parkersburg;
the Rev. Canon Faith Perrizo,
along with the Diocesan Youth
and Young Adult Ministers.
There are a number of upcoming youth events planned for this
coming winter and spring. Up
treat will be Feb. 1- 3 and based at
Trinity Church, Shepherdstown,
and skiing at Whitetail Mountain
Resort. The next weekend, Feb. 810, there will be a ski trip based at
St. Stephen’s, Beckley, and skiing
at Winterplace Ski Resort. More
information about these retreats
will be sent out during Advent.
In March, the diocese will be
participating in the 2013 Provin-

cial Youth Event (PYE). This
is an exciting opportunity for
high school students to come together with other youth from the
13 dioceses of Province III of
the Episcopal Church. The 2013
PYE will be held at a unique facility in Maryland that offers rock
walls, bouldering, zip lines, high
and low ropes courses and much
more. You can learn more about
the facility by visiting its website
at www.northbayweekend.com.
More information will follow
once it becomes available.
Another new event will be a
middle school retreat that will
take place on April 12-13 at Trinity Episcopal Church in Parkersburg. This will be an opportunity for some of the many middle
school students to get involved
with diocesan youth ministry,
make new friends and deepen
their faith. We are very excited
about this new event and sharing
more information about it in the
coming months.
So there is a lot of exciting
events and energy going on with
diocesan youth ministry in West
Virginia! Stay tuned to the diocesan website (wvdiocese.org) for
updates and more information.
If you have any questions please
feel free to contact the diocesan
youth and young adult ministers:
Jason Beschinski at 304-5417190 or jbeschinski@wvdiocese.
org or Stephen Day at 304-6336454 or sday@wvdiocese.org.

Children Raise Funds for Kenyan Scholarship
Photo by Linda S. Comins
Children of the Sunday school
program at St. Matthew’s, Wheeling, sing a song -- complete with
hand motions -- for the Rev. Zach
Drennan, founder of the Elewana
Education Project, when he visited the parish. The children also
conducted a bake sale and raised
enough money to cover an Elewana scholarship for a student in
Kenya.
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Hidden Treasure Discovered
The April 2011 Diocesan Stewardship Event challenged the attendees to return to their churches
and look for ways that members
were already exhibiting good stewardship practices throughout West
Virginia. This article features a
couple of “treasures” discovered in
recent months.
Good Stewards of Time
and Talent: Premier Park
Reading Camp
Taken from an article by Melinda
DiCarlo:
In response to requests from the
outreach committee at St. John’s in
Episcopal Reading Camp in McDowell County had been trickling
in for weeks, but still, I was overwhelmed at the loving generosity
of St. John’s parishioners. We sent
31 backpacks and 183 books to
children in southern West Virginia!
The 12 volunteer workers came
from West Virginia, Texas and

Wyoming, and ranged from teens
qualifying for service hours to retired OB/GYN nurses.
The 12 campers ranged in age
from early elementary to middle
school, about equally divided between the younger and older children.
We were repeatedly surprised to
see how serendipitously God provided for campers’ needs through
the disparate gifts we each brought
to the team. For example, camp
would not have happened without
these energetic young people: Abby
Humphreys and Ethan, Emily and
Pete Proctor, all from St. John’s
counselors packed backpacks for
children to take home on Friday.
Their mother, Karen Proctor, an
experienced J2A leader, picked
up on the older campers’ surprising interest in Dr. Seuss. We came
together as strangers -- volunteers
and campers alike -- and within a
few days we were working, playing
and eating together in a way that

felt more like family.
And for those who have done the
math, what about those extra backpacks? I think of them as being
the pieces of the loaves that were
gathered into baskets after the multitudes were fed, as Jesus directed,
so that “nothing may be lost.” Premier Park Director Lori Osborne
plans to use them for Reading
Camp next summer -- although she
is prepared to share them with her
friend Linda, who runs the county
food bank, if she learns of needs before then. So the loving gifts from
the Saints of John continue to give
to our neighbors in southern West
Virginia. Thanks be to God for the
abundance we are freely given and
free to share!
St. Mark’s Ring the Bell
Campaign
The members of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in St. Albans have
undertaken a fundraising project,
“Ring the Bell Campaign” that will
preserve its heritage and build the

future for another hundred years.
St. Mark’s is the oldest Episcopal
Church in the Kanawha Valley. It
also is home to impressive human
outreach through Christ’s Kitchen
the needy and to the St. Alban’s
Food Pantry that gives away food
staples to the hungry in the community.
in St. Albans was named Bangor
Episcopal, later to be renamed St.
Mark’s Episcopal Church. The
original church bell from the Bandestroyed the original church building and is currently residing in the
bell tower of the Old Church on
B Street in St. Albans. The Ring
the Bell Campaign seeks to raise
$850,000 to renew and repair the
buildings at 405 B St. St. Mark’s
owns the Old Church, built in 1810,
the parish hall built in 1958 and the
new church and undercroft built in
1969.
The campaign is proposed in three

all the buildings, property and the
parking lot. The campaign will reOld Church, repair drainage in the
main church, elevator shaft and
parking lot problems. A welcoming
new entrance to the new church,
built in 1969, will be added, along
with a new metal roof for the whole
church and parish hall. Renovation
of restrooms and doors to accommodate those with wheelchairs will
be completed. An enlarged parking
lot, new sidewalks and a dumpster
enclosure will be provided. These
capital improvements will assure
the community that the ministries
of the current church to congregants and the greater community of
St. Albans will continue to the next
hundred years.
Contributions to the Ring the
Bell Campaign may be sent to the
Treasurer of St. Mark’s Episcopal
Church, 405 B St., St. Albans, WV
25177.

News from the Deaneries
Monongahela Deanery

ing together with friends.

CHRIST CHURCH, Clarksburg:
cially become rector on Jan. 1.
She has been serving as priestin-charge since last February.
In October, church members enjoyed “leaf peeping” trips to state
parks on Sunday afternoons; one
of the most enjoyable trips included boat rides at Stonewall
Jackson Lake on a warm sunny
day. A November outreach project of the children and youth
was collecting shoes for “Soles
for Souls.” Many boxes of shoes
were collected.

ST. THOMAS A BECKET,
Morgantown: An outreach trip
to HEP is slated for June 1623. Individuals are committed
for that week and would love to
have people from other parishes
join with them. They predict it
will be a wonderful time of fellowship and getting to know
people in the diocese. For more
information, contact Vicki Iber
by email at mcivli65@gmail.
com or call 304-612-0295.

CHRIST CHURCH, Fairmont:
Before leaving in November to
accept a new position in Virginia, the Rev. Siobhan Patterson reported 34 baptisms in the
past three years, which is quite a
record. The organist has started
a children’s handbell choir. An
adult Christian education class
for parents of preschoolers has
started; it meets at the same time
as the children’s class.

ST. PAUL’S, Sistersville: Rebecca Hayes has been welcomed
as the new verger. She has been
studying hard and assisting the
Rev. Dr. Pat Geerdes in many
duties. The church celebrated St.
Francis Day with the blessing of
the animals on Sunday, Oct. 7, at
the 11 a.m. Holy Eucharist service.

PRINCE OF PEACE, Salem:
The Episcopal, Seventh Day
Adventists, Church of Christ
and American Baptist churches
joined together for a community-wide Vacation Bible School
in August. Prince of Peace members prepared food for the community Thanksgiving dinner;
more than 200 attended the dinner last year. The Rev. Pamela
Shier led a successful “End of
Life Seminar.” Those attending
said it is easier to think about
making these plans when work-

Ohio Valley Deanery

Northern Deanery
OLDE ST. JOHN’S, Colliers:
The fall festival offered soups
and West Virginia Apple Cake;
many visitors stayed to chat with
neighbors and friends. The ECW
donated proceeds from its ongoing book sale to the Church Periodical Club. The Sunday school
children, ages 2-8, collected pennies in “As Tall as I Am, I Can
Help” project, taping pennies to
lines measuring their height. Ten
Thanksgiving baskets were collected to give to local folks in
need; extra food was included.

ST. THOMAS, Weirton: Preparation has begun for the 50th
annual peach festival, to be held
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Aug. 10.
The Rt. Rev. William Swing, retired bishop of California, who
started the festival in 1963, plans
to attend. Organizers would love
to see old and new friends and
crafters. For more information,
call St. Thomas at 304-723-4120
or Wendy Speer, co-chair, at
304-527-2017.
ST. MATTHEW’S, Wheeling:
Christmas distribution will
provide gifts and food to more
than 90 families. On Dec. 9, St.
Nicholas is slated to visit during
the all-parish birthday party. On
Dec. 2, the Rev. Mark E. Seitz
was honored on his 17th anniversary as rector. The parish choir
presented the traditional Advent
Procession of Lesson and Carols, with a wassail reception in
the parish hall after the service.
The parish choir also sang choral vespers on All Saints Day.
Bishop Klusmeyer made his
Cody Frazier, Judith Minder,
Kelsey Ohler, David Schockey
Jr. and Priscilla Wright; Floyd
Jamison was received and Leslee
Rev. Zach Drennan visited Oct.
7 and gave an update on the Elewana Education Project in Kenya. During his visit, children in
the Sunday school program held
a bake sale and raised $500 to
provide an Elewana scholarship.
The annual spaghetti dinner was
pantry. Carol Foose organized
another baked potato bar to raise

funds for the Church Periodical
Club on CPC Sunday.

being launched.

LAWRENCEFIELD PARISH,
Wheeling: As a Thanksgiving
outreach project, parishioners
built a “Hill of Beans” in the
narthex and collected about 200
pounds of beans to donate to St.
Matthew’s food pantry. A Festival of Gifts, celebrating the tal-

ST. STEPHEN’S, Beckley: Parishioner Ann Lilly decorated a
tree on the theme, “The Greatest Gift,” with handmade decorations depicting the nativity
of Jesus, for the “Wonderland
of Trees,” an annual fundraiser
for the United Way of Southern
West Virginia. St. Stephen’s was
the only church represented in
the display. The church joined
with three other denominations
for an ecumenical communion
service on Election Night as a
sign of Christian unity. The Rev.
Jon M. White, deacon-in-charge,
read the Gospel and delivered
the sermon. Organist Donna
Price played for the service.

was offered on Oct. 12. A Halloween party was held Oct. 28.
The worship space was open
to the public for meditation on
Election Day. Campbell Memoured to make it more attractive
for private devotions.
ST.
LUKE’S,
Wheeling:
Thanksgiving baskets were distributed. Parishioners and volunteers from other local churches
are preparing to serve the 21st
annual free, community-wide
Christmas Day dinner.
Southwestern Deanery
ST. JOHN’S, Huntington: The
Rev. Lisa Graves will be installed as rector on Jan. 14. The
Marcum Terrace Christmas gifts
ministry is being conducted. A
fundraising dinner was held Oct. 7.
ST. PETER’S, Huntington:
A four-week Advent series,
“The Vigil,” is being held on
Wednesday evenings. A children’s Christmas program is
planned Dec. 9. A blessing of the
animals, with chili and hot dogs,
was held Oct. 4. A capital growth
and loan reduction campaign is

New Southern Deanery

:
The Rev. Mary Lou Mannschreck
is leading an Adult Christian education class and Sunday services. She is available for visitation
and counseling. She also offered
blessing of animals on Oct. 27.
Kanawha Deanery
ST. JOHN’S, Charleston: A
webcast of Trinity Institute’s
National Theological Conference, “Radical Christian Life:
Equipping Ourselves for Social
Change,” was planned Dec. 7-8.
Please share news and photos from
your congregations and deaneries
with Editor Linda S. Comins via
email at lcomins7@gmail.com
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Growing Together With Our
Companion Diocese

by Vicki Iber
What is a Companion Diocese
and why should we engage with
other dioceses within the Anglican Communion? The Episcopal
Church website notes: “Groups
in companion relationships take
on responsibility for each other.
Although they come from farreaching cultures and have differing customs and histories, they

in each other.”
The goal is to share and learn
from each other. Perhaps one diothe exchange of culture and prac-

tices. We share in the opportunity
to pray for each other. It is meant
to be an enriching, reciprocal
relationship in that both parties
have much to offer.
In the Diocese of West Virginia,
we have established a companion relationship with Colombia.
In addition to contacts at the diocesan level, we want to foster
parish-to-parish exchanges. Our
hope is that we can learn from
each other and grow as Christians
as we continue on our cooperative
path.
Financial assistance is only
part of the relationship, but such

Diocesan Family News

assistance can be vital. For Colombians, a little goes a long way.
A small amount of money, $50$100, can help feed an entire area
for weeks, provide much-needed
disrepair or provide clothing for
those in need.
Our continued prayer is that we
are all blessed by the relationship
that has begun and that as more
people are involved, the deeper
the bonds become that unite us
under Christ.

The Rev. Jon White is scheduled to be ordained to the priesthood at St. Stephen’s, Beckley,
on Dec. 18. Currently, he is deacon-in-charge of St. Stephen’s.
Chadwick Michael Slater is
scheduled to be ordained as a
deacon at St. John’s, Ripley, on
Dec. 19.

The Rev. Lisa Graves will be
installed as rector of St. John’s,
Huntington, at 7 pm. Jan. 14.
The Rev Siobhan Patterson
has been appointed as associate rector at St. James Church,
Leesburg, Va. Her last Sunday
as rector at Christ Church, Fairmont, was Nov. 18.

Vicki Iber serves as chair of the
Companion Diocese Committee.

The 2013 Women’s Retreat
sponsored by Women’s Ministries of the Diocese
at Peterkin Camp and Conference Center in Romney

May 17-19
Presenters Edna Thomas and Melinda Thomas Hansen will lead sessions on the theme:
“Mandala, the Sacred Circle: Creating a Tool to Discover, Embrace and Share Our Ministries.”
The retreat will begin with an optional hike to the falls at 3 p.m. Friday, May 17.
Registration information will be posted on the Women’s Ministries section of the diocesan website: www.wvdiocese.org.
For more info, contact: Nancy S. Tonkin, conference chair, by email at nancy.tonkin@wvtmg.com or call 304-345-6808.
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New Verger at St. Paul’s, Sistersville

Photo by Sarai Lockett
Rebecca Hayes is the new verger of St. Paul’s, Sistersville.
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Bishop’s Visitation at St. Matthew’s, Wheeling

Photo by Linda S. Comins
Hanna Staffel, a Peterkin counselor and member of St. Matthew’s, Wheeling, greets Bishop Klusmeyer at a reception during his Nov. 11 visitation
to St. Matthew’s.

